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WHAT ARE YOU PRAYING FOR?
On September 19, First Baptist Gulfport will 
celebrate 125 years of God’s faithfulness. As we 
prepare for the 125th Anniversary celebration, we 
will embark on a 125 day corporate prayer journey. 
The prayer journey will commence on August 
31 and run through December 31. We need your 
help identifying church-wide, God-sized prayer 
requests!  Please submit your suggestions online at 
www.fbcgulfport.org/125.
 
“What are you praying for?” This was a question 
posed to me in my office almost twenty-five years 
ago by M.D. Brackman, a successful businessman 
in South Mississippi and a leader at Temple Baptist 
in Hattiesburg who served as the chairman of the 
church Finance Committee. Along with several 
other church leaders, I requested $15,000.00 
from the Finance Committee to fund Temple’s 
contribution to the Jesus Video Project. $15,000 
would buy videos of the Jesus Film for Temple 
to distribute door to door in assigned areas of the 
community. Other local churches were joining 
in the effort to saturate the Hub City using the 
distribution of Jesus Film as the catalyst to start 
Gospel conversations. 
 
I hesitated in my response as Mr. Brackman sat 
across from me and asked, “What are you praying 
for?” So, he asked the question again. When I did 
not respond a second time, he spread three folders 
across my desk and proceeded to tell me that God 

answered our prayers and provided a way for us to 
receive the non-budgeted funds in the middle of the 
year! I was blown away and so was he! God was at 
work and provided the needed funds to purchase 
thousands of videos that paved the way for many 
Gospel conversations that resulted in a number of 
salvation decisions.
 
I have never forgotten that moment or the question 
“What are you praying for?” I agreed in prayer 
with others as we asked the Lord to provide the 
funds for the evangelism project, but I had not 
made that request a personal priority. I have often 
wondered what He might have done differently if I 
had prayed more passionately and persistently. God 
changes us through our prayers and He connects us 
to His work as we pray. What would happen in our 
church, in our hearts, in our lives, if we all began 
praying for the same things at the same time? How 
would it change us and connect us to God’s work 
if we all answered the question “What are you 
praying for,” with the same answer?
 
During the month of August we will focus on 
prayer each week (ONE ACCORD: United in 
Prayer). Please join us each Sunday and pray 
asking God to do a new work in our lives, our 
families, our church, our coast and our country as 
we unite together in prayer.   

Dr. Jimmy Stewart |  Senior Pastor

he
COMMUNICATION @FBCG

Our church is always operating with one 
singular goal in our communication: 
to Amplify Hope Across the Coast by 
Connecting People to Life in Jesus. 
When we post on social media, it’s to 
interrupt the chaos of a newsfeed with 
a moment of HOPE. When we send out 
an e-mail or newsletter, it’s to reach 
you, our church family, with different 
strategies and programs that we’re 
using to Amplify Hope. Our church app 
and our website are integral parts of 
our mission of reaching the Coast with 
the HOPE of the Gospel. As you move 
through your daily life, we encourage 
you to engage with the VISION of our 
local church, to #LiveSent using the 
tools we’ve been blessed with and the 
people that God has placed you among 
to reach.

Here are some ways that you can stay 
connected:

• Download our FBG church app 
Easy access to sermon notes & discussion 
guides, sermon podcasts, Bible reading 
plans, and a one-stop access point for 
various church resources! Something 
new is coming soon… Make sure you 
have Push Notifications ON in your 
settings!

• Visit our website at fbcgulfport.org
Regularly updated with upcoming 
events, streamlined access to the 
Sunday livestream, and in-depth details 
about upcoming/ongoing ministries 
and events.0

• Follow our social media accounts
(@firstbaptistgulfport) on Facebook 
and Instagram. We post daily 
encouraging, informative, inspirational 
content that’s easy to SHARE and 
amplify!

• Keep your phone numbers and
e-mail addresses up-to-date on 
your CCB account! Visit fbcgulfport.
ccbchurch.com to modify your account 
information.



THE AMPLIFYING HOPE PODCAST

AWANA is an impactful, fun, and highly-relational 
curriculum that reaches kids and their families with the gospel.  
AWANA is an acronym for Approved Workmen Are Not Ashamed.  
2 Timothy 2:15 serves as the mission/vision verse for the 
curriculum.  It states:
 “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a 
worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth. ” (NKJ)
The goal of AWANA is to further expose and disciple children 
in some of the key verses in the Bible that address topics such 
as salvation, repentance, grace, kindness, and what it means to 

be a Christian in age-appropriate groups to 3 year-olds through 6th Graders.  In all age groups, 
we use a three-tiered model for each night: large group/bible story time, small group/bible verse 
memorization time, and game time!  
Your help is needed | Anyone with a heart to disciple children can be a part of this ministry.  You 
do not need to be a former teacher, an outstanding speaker, or a great Bible scholar!  You just have 
to be willing to answer the call of the Great Commission...Go and make disciples!  We provide 
all the training you need and after a few meetings, you will see that it is a breeze to execute 
but so rewarding to build the relationship and connections with the children of our church and 
community.  If you want to be involved as a volunteer, you can text LeadAwana (one word) to 
228-265-5020 and fill out the form.  
Sign your child up |  (ages 3-6th grade), you can text JoinAwana (one word) to 228-265-5020.  
Hurry, act fast!   We will kick-off our AWANA this year on August 8th with a Pinewood Derby car 
race and then start our AWANA curriculum on Sunday, August 15th from 5:00 PM - 6:30 PM.  
We look forward to serving you and your family with AWANA this year!

August
11 | Pacesetters | 11:30 AM
22 | discoverFIRST | 9:00 AM
26 | Preschool & Children’s Ministry Event | 6:30 PM
 
September
6   |  Labor Day Holiday | Offices Closed
8   |  Pacesetters | 11:30 AM
19 | 125th Anniversary Celebration
 
October
1-3 | Students: Disciple Now Weekend
13 | Pacesetters | 11:30 AM
24 | Fall Festival | 4:30 PM
31 | Life Action Conference
 
November
1-3 | Life Action Conference
16 | Baskets of Love | 5:30 PM

DECEMBER
4   | Adult Christmas Banquet | 11:30 AM
12 | Business Meeting

The 2021-2022 
school season is off 
to an amazing start.  Our ministry teams are 
praying for our children as they begin the new 
school year.  Parents, we want you to know 
we are here to support and encourage you and 
your children.  

Sunday, July 18th was an exciting day for 
our rising kindergarteners.  During the 9:00 
AM Gospel Project Life Group hour, we 
welcomed them into our Children’s ministry; 
then, we celebrated the milestone of our 
kindergarteners permanently joining us for 
worship during the 10:30 AM hour by Pastor 
Eric. Thank you, church family, for warmly 
receiving them and for the encouragement you 
extend to our parents of children.

One of the ways we partner with parents is by 
supplying them with resources to nurture their 
kids spiritually.  To help the parents of our 
kindergarteners with this milestone, we gifted 
them with Parenting in the Pew”written by 
Robbie Castleman.  Parenting in the Pew 

was written to help parents train children in 
the proper way to worship and to help them 
understand that they are an important part of 
the church family.  You may call the church 
office at 228-831-3400 to request a copy of 
Parenting in the Pew.

“Living Sent” is our theme for 2021. How 
do we teach our children to Live Sent?  First,  
we teach them the Gospel story.  Starting 
September 5th during our 9:00 AM Life 
Group hour, our Preschool and Children’s 
ministry will start in Genesis as they take 
a three-year walk through the 
Bible using The Gospel Project 
curriculum.   Your child will 
receive a playing card with each 
lesson.  The card is designed to 
help you disciple your child with 
Family Discussion Starters 
and Family Activities as you 
apply what they learned Sunday 
morning to everyday living.

Have You Heard About the Grow Series?
Disciple Making is an intentional process that produces what we might call a “3D disciple,” beginning with evangelism and resulting in spiritual multiplication. A 
3D disciple is someone who is DEVOTED to Jesus, is DEVELOPING the character and competencies of Jesus, and is DEPLOYED into the ministry of Jesus by 
making disciples who make disciples. Jesus made 3D disciples and He clearly calls us to do the same (Matthew 28:18-20)! 

So, how do we practically carry out the mandate to make disciples? One way is the “Grow Series.” The “Grow Series’’ is a three-part disciple-making tool. Walk 
with God is the first book in the series. It is a seven week journey with each week focussed on a fundamental truth of how to walk with God. Each week builds 
upon the previous week, unfolding practical things you can do to draw close to God. Reach you World is the second book in the three-book series and is a 7-week 
practical guide for sharing your faith.The last book is “Invest in a Few” and it is a 7-week practical guide to making disciples. Be on the lookout for a personal 
invitation to join a “Grow Series” group.       

Eric Smith | Executive Pastor of Ministries

CULTIVATING GROWTH:
ADULTS LIVING SENT

The Amplifying Hope Podcast is a source for 
practical tips and strategies to Amplify Hope in 
our daily lives, as well as a view into the heartbeats 
and passions of our staff and church family. Hosted 
by our pastors, Jimmy Stewart and Eric Smith, the 
Amplifying Hope podcast offers insight into the 
ministries and programs offered at FBG and into the 

CELEBRATE THE WINS

Preschool & 
Children Spotlight

Fall Festival is Sunday, 
October 24 and it  is right around the 
corner!  Every year we welcome close to  one 
thousand neighboring community members 
onto our church campus.  In the coming 
weeks we will begin planning and praying for 
this outreach event.  Please be on the lookout 
for ways for you to serve, and start planning 
your trunk theme today.  You don’t want to 
miss out on being one of our top 10 trunks!  

Every Sunday morning God is sending our 
Preschool ministry new families.  These 
families are entrusting our Preschool 
Ministry to care for their children while 
they worship with us.  To properly care for 
and love our preschoolers we need you!  
Please prayerfully consider volunteering in 
our preschool ministry.  By doing so you will 
keep our classes open and ready to welcome 
preschoolers every Sunday morning.  

Elizabeth Dollar
Preschool | Children’s  Director

As a church staff we often talk about 
“celebrating the wins” with you our church 
family. We celebrate wins as a way to reflect 
on God’s faithful goodness to us, in us, and 
through us. When we celebrate the wins, 
we are THINKING about recent events in 
which God showed up and demonstrated His 
power in the life of our church - a new found 
relationship with Christ, an answer to prayer, a 
promise fulfilled. We’re also THANKING God 
as we express our gratitude for what He has 
done, and we’re TELLING others because our 
hearts overflow with joy as He demonstrates 
his extraordinary faithfulness again and again.

In this edition of 
the Messenger 
we continue 
to “Celebrate 
the Win” of 
Vacation Bible 
School. Our 
church campus 
sprung to life 

with the exuberant laughter and boundless 
energy of children. An ARMY of you showed 
up every day expecting God to work through 
you as you invested in the kids of our church and 
community. Together, under the leadership of 
Elizabeth Dollar, our Preschool and Children’s 
Ministry Director and Julie Krohn, our VBS 
Director,  we experienced Destination Dig. Our 
kids, as junior archaeologists, explored real-
life archaeological finds and uncovered the 
truth about Jesus! They discovered the truth of 
Jeremiah 29:13, that God reveals Himself to us 
when we seek and search for Him with all our 
hearts. Over 100 of you served. We welcomed 
over 180 children on campus with 5 entering 
an eternity changing relationship with Jesus 
Christ. 

discoverFirst is designed to help you learn more about our church, connect with others, and provide an opportunity 
for church membership if you desire. You will learn the mission and vision of First Gulfport, get information 
about church ministries, and hear an overview of our discipleship process. discoverFirst will also help you assess 
where you are in your spiritual growth and identify your next steps to know and follow Jesus. It’s casual, fun, and 
interactive, so go ahead and plan to participate! Be sure to stop by Cafe 605 to get a complimentary cup of coffee 

on your way to the class. The class meets for one, jam-packed, informative, and inspirational session on the following Sundays at 9:00 AM this Fall: August 22 
or October 24. You can register by calling the church office 228-831-3400 and asking to speak to Ann Billings.
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Savethe dates
Important 
Happenings @FBG
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First Gulfport Students Live Sent in 2021
Sunday Night Worship 
School is back in session, and that means 
Sunday night worship is back too! We are 
excited to announce we will begin Sunday night 
worship every Sunday night starting on August 
8th! Here’s what you need to know:
• Sunday Night from 5:00 PM - 6:30 PM
• 7th-12th grade or parent, 

you belong here! Invite a 
friend!

• There is a place for you! 
We are excited to spend this 
time with you, as our students 
lead us in worship and we 
spend time growing together 
in God’s word each week! Find 
the fall student calendar:
www.fbcgulfport.org/students

Sunday Morning Life 
Groups
Every Sunday at 9:00 AM 
we meet in The Amp for life 
groups! In September, we will 
restart the Gospel Project, 

which is a three year study that allows students 
and families to walk through the bible from 
cover to cover and discover how all of scripture 
points to Jesus!

Disciple Now Weekend
DNOW is quickly approaching! This fall, we 

are going to take a weekend to 
“hit pause” on all of the things 
that are competing for students’ 
attention and focus on seeking 
the Lord above everything else! 
Here’s what you need to know:
When: October 1-3, 2021
Where: The Amp and hosts 
homes.
Who: 7th-12th Grade
Speaker: JB Long, Harrisburg  
Baptist Church (Tupelo, MS)
***PARENTS/Church 
Family: We need your help! If 
you would like to host a home, 
help with food, or other needs, 
we will have a form available 
for you to sign up!

LIFE GROUP SPOTLIGHT
CAVINESS LIFE GROUP
We gather in Life Groups to reflect God’s image, 
adhere to biblical teaching and proclaim the Good 
News of what Jesus has accomplished on the cross. 
God is the eternal, perfect three in one God living in 
perfect community and is the model for true Christian 
community. By God’s design, we ARE better together 
and Life Groups are an impactful way that we CAN 
be together! We are committed to CULTIVATING 
GROWTH IN GROUPS. We have a Life Group for 
every member of your family! 

One of our most dynamic Life Groups is a ladies class 
led by Kay Caviness. The “Caviness Life Group” 
is a multi-generational group of women who enjoy 
learning and laughing in an environment of love and 
acceptance. The group meets each Sunday morning 
at 9:00 AM in Room 201. They are currently studying 
scripture using the Gospel Project, a  Christ-Centered 
Chronological Bible Study.  The Bible is not a 
collection of stories.  It is one story of God’s plan to 
rescue His people from sin and death.  It is the story of 
redemption, the gospel message of Jesus Christ. And 
it’s our story, too.
You can find a complete listing of our groups at 
fbcgulfport.org/life-groups. 

The Amplifying Hope Podcast is a source for 
practical tips and strategies to Amplify Hope in 
our daily lives, as well as a view into the heartbeats 
and passions of our staff and church family. Hosted 
by our pastors, Jimmy Stewart and Eric Smith, the 
Amplifying Hope podcast offers insight into the 
ministries and programs offered at FBG and into the 

inspirational and creative leaders devoted to making 
their ministry matter. 
New episodes are released on the 1st and 3rd 
Thursday of every month on the church app, Spotify, 
and Apple Podcasts. To tune in, text PODCAST to 
(228)265-5020 or search “Amplifying Hope” on 
Spotify or Apple Podcasts.

Fall Festival is Sunday, 
October 24 and it  is right around the 
corner!  Every year we welcome close to  one 
thousand neighboring community members 
onto our church campus.  In the coming 
weeks we will begin planning and praying for 
this outreach event.  Please be on the lookout 
for ways for you to serve, and start planning 
your trunk theme today.  You don’t want to 
miss out on being one of our top 10 trunks!  

Every Sunday morning God is sending our 
Preschool ministry new families.  These 
families are entrusting our Preschool 
Ministry to care for their children while 
they worship with us.  To properly care for 
and love our preschoolers we need you!  
Please prayerfully consider volunteering in 
our preschool ministry.  By doing so you will 
keep our classes open and ready to welcome 
preschoolers every Sunday morning.  

Elizabeth Dollar
Preschool | Children’s  Director

discoverFirst is designed to help you learn more about our church, connect with others, and provide an opportunity 
for church membership if you desire. You will learn the mission and vision of First Gulfport, get information 
about church ministries, and hear an overview of our discipleship process. discoverFirst will also help you assess 
where you are in your spiritual growth and identify your next steps to know and follow Jesus. It’s casual, fun, and 
interactive, so go ahead and plan to participate! Be sure to stop by Cafe 605 to get a complimentary cup of coffee 

on your way to the class. The class meets for one, jam-packed, informative, and inspirational session on the following Sundays at 9:00 AM this Fall: August 22 
or October 24. You can register by calling the church office 228-831-3400 and asking to speak to Ann Billings.

STUDENT MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT

WOMEN’S MINISTRY
A ladies community building event is coming this Fall.  Please put this date on your calendar now.  
More details to come...



Is God Calling You to Jonestown for 
the Weekend? But God Ministries 
(butgodministries.com) is impacting 
our Mississippi Delta with the Gospel. 
Doors are opened to share the Good 
News through practical acts of kindness 
in the following seven spheres: 
1. Spiritual, 2. Physical, 3. H20, 4. 
Education, 5. Roofs, 6. Economics, 
and 7. Soil. In the Spring of 2022, a 
team from First Baptist Gulfport will 
partner with But God Ministries to 
serve the people of Jonestown, MS for 
a weekend. Is God calling you to go 
to Jonestown? For more information 
contact Meredith Billings via email: 
meredithbillings04@gmail.com. 

Training Pastors International is 
Growing and Going to Uganda, 
Africa. Training Pastors International 
(TPI) is one of First Baptist Gulfport’s 
international mission partners.  TPI 
is  called to accomplish the disciple-
making mission of the Church by 
training national pastors in eleven 
countries and equipping them to train 
other national pastors. TPI follows the 
spiritual principles found in 2 Timothy 
2:2 by training pastors to win souls, 
disciple the saved, and train others to 
do the same. TPI is expanding into 
Uganda, Africa in 2022 and FBCG is 
on board. Begin praying for God to 
open doors in Uganda. Be ready to give 
and go!

The Detour
All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have turned - every one - to his 
own way. Isaiah 53:6

Hitting the Wall
For the wages of sin is death, but 
the free gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 6:23

The Cross
For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but 
have eternal life. John 3:16

The Only Way
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and 
the truth, and the life. No one comes 
to the Father except through me.”
John 14:6

“Enter by the narrow gate. For the 
gate is wide and the way is easy that 
leads to destruction, and those who 
enter by it are many. For the gate 

CONNECTING PEOPLE TO JESUS!
Please join us in praising God for the faith 
decisions that have occurred recently in the 
life of First Baptist Gulfport. 

First Bapitst Gulfport   |  12190 Highway 605 Gulfport, MS 39503 | (228) 831-3400 | fbcgulfport.org 

RECEIVED      PLEDGED     # OF PLEDGES
910,841.89

AMPLIFY THE HOPE
BUILDING PROGRAM

$ 1,036,806 135

GIVING | TITHES
AS OF 7/18/2021    $ 773,601.19         $  911,331.12                   312

MEET OUR STAFF
Dr. Jimmy Stewart | Senior Pastor
Eric Smith | Executive Pastor of Ministries
Bryan Billings | Administrator
Elizabeth Dollar | Director of Preschool/Children’s Ministry
Bruce Pruitt | Worship Service Program | Media Director
Ann Billings | Office Manager & Pastoral Executive Assistant

Heather Hicks | Ministries Assistant
Lizzie Whipps | Social Media & Communications Coordinator
Joe Davidson | Maintenance Supervisor
Tina Lewis | Financial Administrative Assistant
Chris Weir | Student Ministry Associate
Eldon Authement | Custodian

  RECEIVED    BUDGET NEED   GIVING UNITS      
     YTD                    YTD              YTD

is narrow and the way is hard that leads 
to life, and those who find it are few.”  
Matthew 7:13-14

Headed Home
The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 
God is at hand; repent and believe in the 
gospel. Mark 1:15
DiscipleFIRST - Dr. Craig Etheredge

Please call the church office if this is a 
decision that you want to make today.  
228.831.3400.

MISSIONS 
@FIRST 

GULFPORT
Baptism

Toby Ambrose, Jr.
Sarah Baker

Elizabeth Creel
Lexy Davis

Collins Naron
 

Transfer of Letter
Steve Sanders
Kay Sanders

 
Statement of Faith

Kalvin Daniels
Sanja Daniels

The Path of Life
God created you to know Him personally 
and walk with Him along the path He 
has for you. The Bible calls this the Path 
of Life.
  
The Path
You make known to me the path of 
life; in your presence there is fullness 
of joy; at your right hand are pleasures 
forevermore. Psalm 16:11


