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LIVE SENT IN 2021
CELEBRATING HOPE IN WORSHIP
Let us consider [thoughtfully] how we may 
encourage one another to love and to do good 
deeds, not forsaking our meeting together [as 
believers for worship and instruction], as is the 
habit of some, but encouraging one another; and 
all the more [faithfully] as you see the day [of 
Christ’s return] approaching (Hebrews 10:24-25 
Amplified).

Our Hope is Jesus. There is hope in no one else. 
Jesus. Only Jesus. For there is no other name 
under heaven given among men by which we 
must be saved (Acts 4:12). 

Through seasons of worshiping on-line and 
now back in person, new opportunities have 
arisen from the challenges. New pathways to 
connect people to life in Jesus are being explored 
and implemented. Amplifying hope to friends, 
neighbors and strangers across the Coast has 
taken on new urgency. Gathering to worship in 
person with fellow believers and family has and 
always will be vital as “we see the day of Christ’s 
return approaching.”

We need you! Every member is needed to 

“encourage one another” and to be encouraged. 
Meeting together for “worship and instruction.” 
Rekindling the flame and passion of faith in 
corporate worship and in small groups. In 2021, 
may we ALL gladly say with the Apostle Paul, 
“[Forget] what lies behind and strain forward to 
what lies ahead, [we] press on toward the goal 
for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ 
Jesus” (Philippians 3:13-14). May this year be a 
year of celebration for the hope we have in Jesus, 
the mission to “Live Sent” on the Mississippi 
Gulf Coast and the joy that we have when we 
worship and serve the Lord together! The joy of 
gathering for worship and scattering to serve are 
surpassed only by the joy of salvation! 

As you evaluate your motive, your worship, and 
your habit of “meeting together” think on the 
words of Louie Giglio, “Follow the trail of your 
time, your affection, your energy, your money, 
and your allegiance. At the end of that trail you’ll 
find a throne; and whatever, or whoever, is on 
that throne is what’s of highest value to you. 
On that throne is what you worship.” Make sure 
Jesus is on that throne in 2021!

Dr. Jimmy Stewart
Senior Pastor

he

Take control of your money 
with Financial Peace 

University! This nine-lesson 
class uses biblical wisdom 
and common sense to help 
you tackle budgeting, pay 
off debt, and make your 

money work for you! You 
can sign up for this class by 
texting 228-265-5020 with 

keyword FPU.
Class starts Wednesday, 

February 24th at 6:00 PM 
Room 105.

John 20:21



discoverFIRST is designed to help you 
learn more about our church, connect 
with others, and provide an opportunity 
for church membership if you desire.
You will learn the mission and vision 
of First Gulfport, get information 
about church ministries, and hear an 
overview of our discipleship process. 
discoverFIRST will also help you 
assess where you are in your spiritual 
growth and identify your next steps to 
know and follow Jesus.
discoverFIRST is offered Feb. 21 & 
28 or May 16 & 23 9:00 AM - 10:15 AM 
in the Loft located upstairs in the South 
Entrance. 
It’s casual, fun, and interactive, so go 
ahead and register! We can’t wait to 
meet you. Be sure to grab a cup of coffee 
from the Cafe 605 on your way.

Preschool | Children
Make Living Sent in all you do 
should be your family’s focus in 
2021.  One way to live sent is to begin 
preparing for Easter. Intentionally 
teach your children about the love 
and goodness only found in Jesus.  
Fill their baskets with candy, spring 
goodies, and items that point them to 
Jesus.  Maybe your child is ready to 
receive a new age-appropriate bible 
or a storybook explaining the death, 
burial, and resurrection of Jesus. 
Read the Easter Story together.  
Here are some more suggestions to 
help you create a meaningful Easter 
Basket: a handkerchief to represent 
the shroud that Jesus was buried 
in, candy coins representing the 30 
pieces of silver, a lamb for the Lamb 
of God. 

SAVE THE DATES!!!
● Love Your Neighbor | Family Worship 
Night | Febuary 21st @5:00 PM
Invite a friend, come dressed 
in your favorite PJ’s, and bring a 
pair of children’s Pj’s for a mission 
opportunity to Love our Neighbors.  
PJ’s will be donated to family crisis 
center.
● SUMMER CAMP 2021
2021 Lake Forest Ranch Summer 
camp JUNE 3RD – 7TH.  This camp 
is designed for children who have 
completed the first grade through 
sixth grade.  Registration will begin 
on February 1st. 

● VBS 2021
This summer discovery waits as we 
dig into God’s word and unearth 
exciting evidence that proves 
biblical events were not just stories.  
2021 VBS Destination DIG will 
take place JUNE 21ST – 25TH.  
You don’t want to miss this event! 
Live Sent by serving in VBS!  Begin 
praying and planning to help in VBS 
this year. 

Contact Elizabeth Dollar
@228-831-3400 to get started today 
making a difference in the life of a 
child. 

Elizabeth Dollar
Preschool | Children Director

FAMILY DEDICATION:
TO REGISTER PLEASE CONTACT ELIZABETH DOLLAR 

EDOLLAR@FBCGULFPORT.ORG OR STOP BY THE 
PRESCHOOL OR CHILDREN’S MINISTRY DESK

Live sent. The theme for our church family 2021 is taken directly from John 20:21. Jesus said, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I am 
sending you.” How can we live sent every DAY? Living sent begins with prayer and is fleshed out in obedience. Ask God to give you spiritual eyes to 
see those who are seeking Him, so that you can be a witness to your experience of living life in Christ. Pray for those in your sphere of influence who 
appear far from God. Ask God to work through you as you seek to share the Good News of the Gospel. 

Be obedient to the prompting of the Holy Spirit. When a door of opportunity opens for you to share, don’t hesitate.  In 1 Peter 3:15, we gain some insight 
on how we can experience Christ working through us as we obediently live sent,  “you must worship Christ as Lord of your life. And if someone asks 
about your hope as a believer, always be ready to explain it.” Living Sent is simply an every DAY way of living for followers of Jesus. 

There are lots of ways you can live sent alongside your church family. Become a member of the Hope Pack Team. They meet every Wednesday night 
at 6 PM on the church campus to assemble HOPE PACKS. Just down the road from us, there’s a huge population of children without regular access to
food or care outside of their school. Our “Hope Packs” are distributed to those children in need to help support and nourish them over the weekend 
and throughout the week. 

Volunteer at Gulf Coast Community Ministries (GCCM). We partner with GCCM to feed the hungry, clothe the poor, treat the sick, teach the illiterate, 
and guide the lost in order to make a difference for eternity. Call GCCM to hear about all of the Mission Serving Opportunities (228) 868-8202. You can 
also check out the fbcgulfport.org Missions Page for additional living sent resources and opportunities. Let’s make 2021 the year Jesus does far more 
through us than we can imagine!                      Eric Smith | Executive Pastor of Ministries

CULTIVATING GROWTH:
Adults Living Sent

 When a door of opportunity 
opens for you to share, 

don’t hesitate. ”

“A unique and impactful 
class to learn what the Bible 

says about being part of 
the greater church family.  
discoverFirst helped me 

make the decision that FBG 
was where I belonged. 

Rich Randall

“

”



Preparing Our Hearts for Easter
2021 EASTER
Jesus: Sent to Save

Easter is just over two months away. Are 
you ready? I don’t simply mean “ready” 
in the sense that your has family plans for 
dinner or you have purchased a new outfit. 
I mean “ready” in the sense that your heart 
is prepared to celebrate the greatest event 
in all of history–the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. 

As you prepare remember there’s nothing 
soft or fragile about Easter. Easter, for the 
Church, is victory. Strength. Power. Our 
Savior, Jesus Christ, willingly laid down 
His life for us and brought us into a right 
relationship with God. He died on the cross 
and three days later was raised to life again. 
He is alive. He is returning. He is the one 
we worship and lift high this Easter.
 
Are you ready? Are you planning to 
maximize what God can do through you 
this Easter? People all around you need 
the Hope, victory, strength, and power of 
Easter.

Here’s how you can prepare:
1. Pray. Pray for God to work through you 
and your church as Jesus the King, Jesus the 
Resurrected One is displayed. Pray for those 
who are spiritually dead to be made spiritually 
alive. Pray for those who are weak to be 
strengthened.

2. Commit. Commit to being present and 
available to serve. Yes, this may mean 
delaying the departure time for your Spring 
Break vacation. Do it! YOU are needed.

3. Serve. Serve on the Guest Experience 
Team. Be the one God uses to create the 
environment through which He will work to 
draw one who is far away to Himself.

4. Invite. Invite your unchurched family 
member, friend, neighbor, or coworker 
to worship with you on Palm and Easter 
Sundays.

5. Share. Share the Gospel story. Tell someone 
how God showed you your need for a Savior.

SUNDAY, MARCH 28 - PALM SUNDAY 
● JESUS: Sent to Save 
● “King of Kings”
● Worship 9:00 AM & 10:30 AM
● Lords Supper

SUNDAY, APRIL 4 - EASTER SUNDAY
● JESUS: Sent to Save
● “Resurrection and Life”
● Worship 9:00 AM & 10:30 AM

Savethe dates
Important 
Happenings @FBG

FEBRUARY
9 | Pace Setters Luncheon | 11:30 AM
15 & 16 | Winter Break | Offices Closed
21 & 28 | discoverFIRST | 9 AM
21 | Deacon’s Meeting| 3:30 PM
21 | Family Worship | 5 PM 
MARCH
9 | Pace Setters Luncheon | 11:30 AM
14 | Daylight Savings Time
21 | Deacon’s Meeting| 3:30 PM
21 | Family Worship | 5 PM
28 | Palm Sunday | 9 AM & 10:30 AM
APRIL
2 | Good Friday
4 | Easter
13 | Pace Setters Luncheon | 11:30 AM
18 | Deacon’s Meeting| 3:30 PM
18 | Family Worship | 5 PM
25 | Business Meeting | 11:30 AM

”

State of the Students:
First Gulfport Students Live Sent in 2021
The student ministry has had time to reflect on this 
past year and we want to spend the beginning of 
2021 connecting/reconnecting with you! Here are a 
few ways you can help us do that:

● Parents, we want to meet with you! If you have a 
child or children between 7th and 12th grade and 
want to know how you and your children can get 
involved in the student ministry, call or text Chris 
Weir at 228-235-4759.

● Students, we know how busy the school year can 
be with all of the extracurricular events that you are 
involved in and we want to cheer you on! If you are 
part of a team or club, contact Chris Weir or your 
life group leader with your event schedule! 

● If you are not already connected to a life group, 
we have good news! Student life groups are 
meeting on Sunday mornings in The Amp at 9:00 
AM, and we want you to know that you belong 
here! As we enter this new year, we understand the 
importance of community, and we know that life is 
better together!

Save the dates: 
SERVE SATURDAY

● Who: 7th-12th Grade Students
● When: February 27th
● Time:  8 AM - 2 PM
● Service Hours Earned

WE ARE GOING TO SUMMER CAMP! 
● When? July 5-9, 2021
● Where? Cullowhee, NC at Western Carolina 
University
● Cost? $350 but we have good news!  Sign up 
for camp before April 1st, and you will receive a 
$50 discount!
● We will also have a fun adventure for 
students on the way home from camp! (This is 
included in the cost)

For any questions concerning Summer Camp, you 
can contact Heather Hicks at 228-831-3400 or 
Chris Weir at 228-235-4759.

Chris Weir | Student Ministry Associate

LIFE GROUP SPOTLIGHT
LOST & FOUND is a lifegroup for young 
and growing families.  For the most part, the members 
of our life group have no kids or very young kids.  We 
meet on Monday nights starting at 6 PM at Kasey & 
Michelle’s house, 13712 Churchwood Drive, Gulfport, 
MS 39503.  Kids are always welcome to come play or 
listen in during class.  Everyone usually brings their 
own takeout dinner, and we fellowship while we eat 
before diving into the lesson.  Our hope is that as a 
group we navigate life’s joys and challenges together 
while AMPLIFYING HOPE and CONNECTING TO 
LIFE IN JESUS. 

We would love to have you join us in our current series 
as we discuss Psalm 23 and David’s life experiences 
that inspired him to pen this popular passage of 
scripture.  This series is video-based and led by Matt 
Chandler, lead pastor at the Village Church in Flower 
Mound, Texas.



MISSIONS PRAYER
In this “pandemic stricken world” of 
isolation, do the walls sometimes feel 
as if they are caving in? Even if you are 
at work or school every day, you may 
feel hidden behind a mask or sense a 
constant “caution light” in your spirit. 
In this season, it is easy to lose joy, 
lose peace, have self pity, and be self-
focused. Do not let it happen! “May the 
God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace as you trust in Him, so that you 
may overflow with hope by the power 
of the Holy Spirit.” Romans 15:13

  One way to escape the walls, the 
masks, and the forever caution light in 
your mind is to focus on the needs of 
others and to pray. We can be a light 
in our own village, AND we can pray 
for missionaries who are away from 
family and support. Through prayer 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit, we 
can join missionary journeys in China, 
the Philippines, Honduras, or wherever 
your prayers land.
  So if you are feeling down and 
hemmed in, take an exciting journey 
and join in with the ministry of 
Christian brothers and sisters across 
the country or in far away lands! They 
are only a prayer away! If we do not 
pray for them, who will? For resources, 
you may go to www.mbcb.org/womans-
missionary-union/prayer/.

Anita Dabbs

Profession of Faith
and Believer’s Baptism

Aubrie Kate Clark
Katie Mabb

Sydney Roberds
Jeffrey Savin

Keturah Standberry
Bill Sumrall

Transfer of Letter
Ramona Dunaway

Conner Lawson
Meghan Lawson

Donna White
James White

Statement of Faith
Rich Randall

Who will you lead down the Roman 
Road?  There are five versus in the Bible 
that will help lead others to the path of 
salvation.    

• All have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God.  Romans 3:23

• God shows his love for us in 
that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.  Romans 5:8

• The wages of sin is death, but 
the free gift of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
Romans 6:23

• If you confess with your mouth 
that Jesus is Lord and believe 
in your heart that God raised 
him from the dead, you will be 
saved.  Romans 10:9

• Everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord will be saved. 
Romans 10:13

CONNECTING PEOPLE 
TO JESUS!

Please join us in praising God 
for the faith decisions that have 
occurred recently in the life of First 
Baptist Gulfport. 

First Bapitst Gulfport   |  12190 Highway 605 Gulfport, MS 39503 | (228) 831-3400 | fbcgulfport.org 

Please use the enclosed 
envelope to send us a 
prayer request or to mail 
your tithes and offerings.

RECEIVED      PLEDGED     # OF PLEDGES
 $ 880,409.18

AMPLIFY THE HOPE
BUILDING PROGRAM

$ 1,041,806.00 135

GIVING | TITHES
AS OF 1/17/2021  $ 29,089.71 $  63,293.82 $ 97,642.62

MEET OUR STAFF
Dr. Jimmy Stewart | Senior Pastor
Eric Smith | Executive Pastor of Ministries
Bryan Billings | Administrator
Elizabeth Dollar | Director of Preschool/Children’s Ministry
Bruce Pruitt | Worship Service Program | Media Director
Ann Billings | Office Manager & Pastoral Executive Assistant
Heather Hicks | Ministries Assistant

Lizzie Whipps | Social Media & Communications 
Coordinator
Joe Davidson | Maintenance Supervisor
Tina Lewis | Financial Administrative Assistant
Chris Weir | Student Ministry Associate
Eldon Authement | Custodian

RECEIVED   RECEIVED     BUDGET NEED 
    1/17           YTD      YTD


