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Father show us who you are. Show us your person, your power, your purposes. Overwhelm us
with a knowledge of you that penetrates our minds and imbeds itself in the deepest recesses of Thoughts
our hearts. Let this knowledge so change our hearts that it results in our lives being lived in Questions:

light of who you are, what you have done and what you say is true about us in Jesus Christ.

AS YOU READ THROUGH TODAY’S PASSAGES REFLECT ON THESE QUESTIONS:

What are some things revealed in these passages about the person and character of

God? Who is he? What is he like?

What are some things that God has done to reveal who he is?

Who are you in light of God’s work? What is it that God is saying about you?

How should knowing who God is, what he has done and what he says about you change

how you live?




Notes

e Il SAMUEL 19 Thoughts

Questions:

Joab Rebukes David

19 It was told Joab, “Behold, the king is weeping and mourning for Absalom.” 2 So the victory
that day was turned into mourning for all the people, for the people heard that day, “The king
is grieving for his son.” 3 And the people stole into the city that day as people steal in who are
ashamed when they flee in battle. * The king covered his face, and the king cried with a loud
voice, “O my son Absalom, O Absalom, my son, my son!” > Then Joab came into the house to
the king and said, "You have today covered with shame the faces of all your servants, who
have this day saved your life and the lives of your sons and your daughters and the lives of
your wives and your concubines,  because you love those who hate you and hate those who
love you. For you have made it clear today that commanders and servants are nothing to you,
for today I know that if Absalom were alive and all of us were dead today, then you would be
pleased. ” Now therefore arise, go out and speak kindly to your servants, for I swear by the
LoRbD, if you do not go, not a man will stay with you this night, and this will be worse for you
than all the evil that has come upon you from your youth until now.” 8 Then the king arose and
took his seat in the gate. And the people were all told, “Behold, the king is sitting in the gate.”
And all the people came before the king.

David Returns to Jerusalem

Now Israel had fled every man to his own home. ® And all the people were arguing
throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying, “The king delivered us from the hand of our enemies
and saved us from the hand of the Philistines, and now he has fled out of the land from
Absalom. 1 But Absalom, whom we anointed over us, is dead in battle. Now therefore why do
you say nothing about bringing the king back?”

" And King David sent this message to Zadok and Abiathar the priests: “Say to the elders of
Judah, ‘Why should you be the last to bring the king back to his house, when the word of all
Israel has come to the king? ' You are my brothers; you are my bone and my flesh. Why then
should you be the last to bring back the king?' '® And say to Amasa, ‘Are you not my bone and
my flesh? God do so to me and more also, if you are not commander of my army from now on
in place of Joab." "  And he swayed the heart of all the men of Judah as one man, so that they
sent word to the king, “Return, both you and all your servants.” '® So the king came back to the

Jordan, and Judah came to Gilgal to meet the king and to bring the king over the Jordan.

David Pardons His Enemies

16 And Shimei the son of Gera, the Benjaminite, from Bahurim, hurried to come down with

the men of Judah to meet King David. '7 And with him were a thousand men from Benjamin.

And Ziba the servant of the house of Saul, with his fifteen sons and his twenty servants, rushed



down to the Jordan before the king, '®and they crossed the ford to bring over the king's
household and to do his pleasure. And Shimei the son of Gera fell down before the king, as he
was about to cross the Jordan, '° and said to the king, “Let not my lord hold me guilty or
remember how your servant did wrong on the day my lord the king left Jerusalem. Do not let
the king take it to heart. 2 For your servant knows that I have sinned. Therefore, behold, I have
come this day, the first of all the house of Joseph to come down to meet my lord the king.”

21 Abishai the son of Zeruiah answered, “Shall not Shimei be put to death for this, because he
cursed the LORD's anointed?” 22 But David said, “What have I to do with you, you sons of
Zeruiah, that you should this day be as an adversary to me? Shall anyone be put to death in
Israel this day? For do I not know that I am this day king over Israel?” 2> And the king said to
Shimei, “You shall not die.” And the king gave him his oath.

24 And Mephibosheth the son of Saul came down to meet the king. He had neither taken
care of his feet nor trimmed his beard nor washed his clothes, from the day the king departed
until the day he came back in safety. 2 And when he came to Jerusalem to meet the king, the
king said to him, “Why did you not go with me, Mephibosheth?” 26 He answered, “My lord, O
king, my servant deceived me, for your servant said to him, 'I will saddle a donkey for myself,
that I may ride on it and go with the king.’ For your servant is lame. 2’ He has slandered your
servant to my lord the king. But my lord the king is like the angel of God; do therefore what
seems good to you. 2 For all my father's house were but men doomed to death before my
lord the king, but you set your servant among those who eat at your table. What further right
have I, then, to cry to the king?” 2> And the king said to him, “Why speak any more of your
affairs? I have decided: you and Ziba shall divide the land.” 3 And Mephibosheth said to the
king, "Oh, let him take it all, since my lord the king has come safely home.”

31 Now Barzillai the Gileadite had come down from Rogelim, and he went on with the king
to the Jordan, to escort him over the Jordan. 3 Barzillai was a very aged man, eighty years old.
He had provided the king with food while he stayed at Mahanaim, for he was a very wealthy
man. 3 And the king said to Barzillai, “Come over with me, and I will provide for you with me in
Jerusalem.” 34 But Barzillai said to the king, “How many years have I still to live, that I should go
up with the king to Jerusalem? 331 am this day eighty years old. Can I discern what is pleasant
and what is not? Can your servant taste what he eats or what he drinks? Can I still listen to the
voice of singing men and singing women? Why then should your servant be an added burden
to my lord the king? 3¢ Your servant will go a little way over the Jordan with the king. Why
should the king repay me with such a reward? 37 Please let your servant return, that I may die
in my own city near the grave of my father and my mother. But here is your servant Chimham.
Let him go over with my lord the king, and do for him whatever seems good to you.” 3 And
the king answered, “Chimham shall go over with me, and I will do for him whatever seems
good to you, and all that you desire of me I will do for you.” 3® Then all the people went over
the Jordan, and the king went over. And the king kissed Barzillai and blessed him, and he
returned to his own home. #° The king went on to Gilgal, and Chimham went on with him. All

the people of Judah, and also half the people of Israel, brought the king on his way.
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“1Then all the men of Israel came to the king and said to the king, “Why have our brothers
the men of Judah stolen you away and brought the king and his household over the Jordan,
and all David’s men with him?” 42 All the men of Judah answered the men of Israel, “Because
the king is our close relative. Why then are you angry over this matter? Have we eaten at all at
the king's expense? Or has he given us any gift?” 43 And the men of Israel answered the men of
Judah, "We have ten shares in the king, and in David also we have more than you. Why then
did you despise us? Were we not the first to speak of bringing back our king?” But the words

of the men of Judah were fiercer than the words of the men of Israel.

IT CORINTHIANS 12

Paul’s Visions and His Thorn

12 I must go on boasting. Though there is nothing to be gained by it, I will go on to visions
and revelations of the Lord. 21 know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to
the third heaven—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows. 3 And I
know that this man was caught up into paradise—whether in the body or out of the body I do
not know, God knows— #and he heard things that cannot be told, which man may not utter.

3 On behalf of this man I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my
weaknesses— ® though if I should wish to boast, I would not be a fool, for I would be speaking
the truth; but I refrain from it, so that no one may think more of me than he sees in me or
hears from me. 7 So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness
of the revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to
keep me from becoming conceited.  Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it
should leave me. ? But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made
perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the
power of Christ may rest upon me. '°For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with
weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am

strong.

Concern for the Corinthian Church

"1 have been a fool! You forced me to it, for I ought to have been commended by you. For 1
was not at all inferior to these super-apostles, even though I am nothing. ' The signs of a true
apostle were performed among you with utmost patience, with signs and wonders and mighty
works. ' For in what were you less favored than the rest of the churches, except that I myself
did not burden you? Forgive me this wrong!

" Here for the third time I am ready to come to you. And I will not be a burden, for I seek

not what is yours but you. For children are not obligated to save up for their parents, but
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parents for their children. I will most gladly spend and be spent for your souls. If I love you
more, am I to be loved less? ® But granting that I myself did not burden you, I was crafty, you
say, and got the better of you by deceit. 7 Did I take advantage of you through any of those
whom I sent to you? "8I urged Titus to go, and sent the brother with him. Did Titus take
advantage of you? Did we not act in the same spirit? Did we not take the same steps?

¥ Have you been thinking all along that we have been defending ourselves to you? It is in
the sight of God that we have been speaking in Christ, and all for your upbuilding, beloved.
20 For I fear that perhaps when I come I may find you not as I wish, and that you may find me
not as you wish—that perhaps there may be quarreling, jealousy, anger, hostility, slander,
gossip, conceit, and disorder. 21 fear that when I come again my God may humble me before
you, and I may have to mourn over many of those who sinned earlier and have not repented of

the impurity, sexual immorality, and sensuality that they have practiced.

EZEKIEL 26

Prophecy Against Tyre

2“Son

26 In the eleventh year, on the first day of the month, the word of the LORD came to me:
of man, because Tyre said concerning Jerusalem, ‘Aha, the gate of the peoples is broken; it has
swung open to me. I shall be replenished, now that she is laid waste,’ 3 therefore thus says the
Lord Gob: Behold, I am against you, O Tyre, and will bring up many nations against you, as the
sea brings up its waves. 4 They shall destroy the walls of Tyre and break down her towers, and
will scrape her soil from her and make her a bare rock. ® She shall be in the midst of the sea a
place for the spreading of nets, for I have spoken, declares the Lord Gob. And she shall
become plunder for the nations, ® and her daughters on the mainland shall be killed by the
sword. Then they will know that I am the LORD.

""For thus says the Lord Gob: Behold, I will bring against Tyre from the north
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, king of kings, with horses and chariots, and with horsemen
and a host of many soldiers. 8 He will kill with the sword your daughters on the mainland. He
will set up a siege wall against you and throw up a mound against you, and raise a roof of
shields against you. ? He will direct the shock of his battering rams against your walls, and with
his axes he will break down your towers. ' His horses will be so many that their dust will cover
you. Your walls will shake at the noise of the horsemen and wagons and chariots, when he
enters your gates as men enter a city that has been breached. ' With the hoofs of his horses
he will trample all your streets. He will kill your people with the sword, and your mighty pillars
will fall to the ground. ' They will plunder your riches and loot your merchandise. They will
break down your walls and destroy your pleasant houses. Your stones and timber and soil they

will cast into the midst of the waters. ' And I will stop the music of your songs, and the sound
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of your lyres shall be heard no more. ™1 will make you a bare rock. You shall be a place for the
spreading of nets. You shall never be rebuilt, for I am the LORD; I have spoken, declares the
Lord Gop.

15 “Thus says the Lord GoD to Tyre: Will not the coastlands shake at the sound of your fall,
when the wounded groan, when slaughter is made in your midst? ' Then all the princes of the
sea will step down from their thrones and remove their robes and strip off their embroidered
garments. They will clothe themselves with trembling; they will sit on the ground and tremble
every moment and be appalled at you. ' And they will raise a lamentation over you and say to

you,
" 'How you have perished,

you who were inhabited from the seas,

O city renowned,
who was mighty on the sea;

she and her inhabitants imposed their terror
on all her inhabitants!

Now the coastlands tremble
on the day of your fall,

and the coastlands that are on the sea

are dismayed at your passing.’

19 “For thus says the Lord Gob: When I make you a city laid waste, like the cities that are
not inhabited, when I bring up the deep over you, and the great waters cover you, 2° then I will
make you go down with those who go down to the pit, to the people of old, and I will make
you to dwell in the world below, among ruins from of old, with those who go down to the pit,
so that you will not be inhabited; but I will set beauty in the land of the living. 2' T will bring you
to a dreadful end, and you shall be no more. Though you be sought for, you will never be

found again, declares the Lord Gob.”
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Thoughts

Read Chapter 6 of Family Discipleship. Underline key passages and ideas. You will finish Questions:
the chapter tomorrow and answer the discussion questions

e JOURNAL A PRAYER TO THE LORD FROM YOUR READING TODAY.




