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PRAY: 
Father show us who you are. Show us your person, your power, your purposes. Overwhelm us 
with a knowledge of you that penetrates our minds and imbeds itself in the deepest recesses of 
our hearts. Let this knowledge so change our hearts that it results in our lives being lived in 
light of who you are, what you have done and what you say is true about us in Jesus Christ.  
 
 

 
AS YOU READ THROUGH TODAY’S PASSAGES REFLECT ON THESE QUESTIONS: 

What are some things revealed in these passages about the person and character of 

God? Who is he? What is he like?  

 

 

 

What are some things that God has done to reveal who he is?  

 

 

 

Who are you in light of God’s work? What is it that God is saying about you? 

 

 

 

How should knowing who God is, what he has done and what he says about you change 

how you live?  
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 II SAMUEL 15 
  

Absalom’s Conspiracy  

15 After this Absalom got himself a chariot and horses, and fifty men to run before him. 2 And 

Absalom used to rise early and stand beside the way of the gate. And when any man had a 

dispute to come before the king for judgment, Absalom would call to him and say, “From what 

city are you?” And when he said, “Your servant is of such and such a tribe in Israel,” 3 Absalom 

would say to him, “See, your claims are good and right, but there is no man designated by the 

king to hear you.” 4 Then Absalom would say, “Oh that I were judge in the land! Then every 

man with a dispute or cause might come to me, and I would give him justice.” 5 And whenever 

a man came near to pay homage to him, he would put out his hand and take hold of him and 

kiss him. 6 Thus Absalom did to all of Israel who came to the king for judgment. So Absalom 

stole the hearts of the men of Israel.  
7 And at the end of four years Absalom said to the king, “Please let me go and pay my vow, 

which I have vowed to the LORD, in Hebron. 8 For your servant vowed a vow while I lived at 

Geshur in Aram, saying, ‘If the LORD will indeed bring me back to Jerusalem, then I will offer 

worship to the LORD.’ ” 9 The king said to him, “Go in peace.” So he arose and went to Hebron. 
10 But Absalom sent secret messengers throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying, “As soon as 

you hear the sound of the trumpet, then say, ‘Absalom is king at Hebron!’ ” 11 With Absalom 

went two hundred men from Jerusalem who were invited guests, and they went in their 

innocence and knew nothing. 12 And while Absalom was offering the sacrifices, he sent for 

Ahithophel the Gilonite, David’s counselor, from his city Giloh. And the conspiracy grew strong, 

and the people with Absalom kept increasing.  

David Flees Jerusalem  

13 And a messenger came to David, saying, “The hearts of the men of Israel have gone after 

Absalom.” 14 Then David said to all his servants who were with him at Jerusalem, “Arise, and let 

us flee, or else there will be no escape for us from Absalom. Go quickly, lest he overtake us 

quickly and bring down ruin on us and strike the city with the edge of the sword.” 15 And the 

king’s servants said to the king, “Behold, your servants are ready to do whatever my lord the 

king decides.” 16 So the king went out, and all his household after him. And the king left ten 

concubines to keep the house. 17 And the king went out, and all the people after him. And they 

halted at the last house.  
18 And all his servants passed by him, and all the Cherethites, and all the Pelethites, and all 

the six hundred Gittites who had followed him from Gath, passed on before the king. 19 Then 

the king said to Ittai the Gittite, “Why do you also go with us? Go back and stay with the king, 

for you are a foreigner and also an exile from your home. 20 You came only yesterday, and shall 

I today make you wander about with us, since I go I know not where? Go back and take your 

brothers with you, and may the LORD show steadfast love and faithfulness to you.” 21 But Ittai 
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answered the king, “As the LORD lives, and as my lord the king lives, wherever my lord the king 

shall be, whether for death or for life, there also will your servant be.” 22 And David said to Ittai, 

“Go then, pass on.” So Ittai the Gittite passed on with all his men and all the little ones who 

were with him. 23 And all the land wept aloud as all the people passed by, and the king crossed 

the brook Kidron, and all the people passed on toward the wilderness.  
24 And Abiathar came up, and behold, Zadok came also with all the Levites, bearing the ark 

of the covenant of God. And they set down the ark of God until the people had all passed out 

of the city. 25 Then the king said to Zadok, “Carry the ark of God back into the city. If I find 

favor in the eyes of the LORD, he will bring me back and let me see both it and his dwelling 

place. 26 But if he says, ‘I have no pleasure in you,’ behold, here I am, let him do to me what 

seems good to him.” 27 The king also said to Zadok the priest, “Are you not a seer? Go back to 

the city in peace, with your two sons, Ahimaaz your son, and Jonathan the son of Abiathar. 
28 See, I will wait at the fords of the wilderness until word comes from you to inform me.” 29 So 

Zadok and Abiathar carried the ark of God back to Jerusalem, and they remained there.  
30 But David went up the ascent of the Mount of Olives, weeping as he went, barefoot and 

with his head covered. And all the people who were with him covered their heads, and they 

went up, weeping as they went. 31 And it was told David, “Ahithophel is among the 

conspirators with Absalom.” And David said, “O LORD, please turn the counsel of Ahithophel 

into foolishness.”  
32 While David was coming to the summit, where God was worshiped, behold, Hushai the 

Archite came to meet him with his coat torn and dirt on his head. 33 David said to him, “If you 

go on with me, you will be a burden to me. 34 But if you return to the city and say to Absalom, 

‘I will be your servant, O king; as I have been your father’s servant in time past, so now I will be 

your servant,’ then you will defeat for me the counsel of Ahithophel. 35 Are not Zadok and 

Abiathar the priests with you there? So whatever you hear from the king’s house, tell it to 

Zadok and Abiathar the priests. 36 Behold, their two sons are with them there, Ahimaaz, 

Zadok’s son, and Jonathan, Abiathar’s son, and by them you shall send to me everything you 

hear.” 37 So Hushai, David’s friend, came into the city, just as Absalom was entering Jerusalem.  

 

 

 

 

 II CORINTHIANS 8 

Encouragement to Give Generously  

8 We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the 

churches of Macedonia, 2 for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their 

extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. 3 For they gave 

according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, 
4 begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints— 5 and this, not as 
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we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us. 
6 Accordingly, we urged Titus that as he had started, so he should complete among you this 

act of grace. 7 But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all 

earnestness, and in our love for you—see that you excel in this act of grace also.  
8 I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also 

is genuine. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for 

your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. 10 And in this matter 

I give my judgment: this benefits you, who a year ago started not only to do this work but also 

to desire to do it. 11 So now finish doing it as well, so that your readiness in desiring it may be 

matched by your completing it out of what you have. 12 For if the readiness is there, it is 

acceptable according to what a person has, not according to what he does not have. 13 For I do 

not mean that others should be eased and you burdened, but that as a matter of fairness 
14 your abundance at the present time should supply their need, so that their abundance may 

supply your need, that there may be fairness. 15 As it is written, “Whoever gathered much had 

nothing left over, and whoever gathered little had no lack.”  

Commendation of Titus  

16 But thanks be to God, who put into the heart of Titus the same earnest care I have for 

you. 17 For he not only accepted our appeal, but being himself very earnest he is going to you 

of his own accord. 18 With him we are sending the brother who is famous among all the 

churches for his preaching of the gospel. 19 And not only that, but he has been appointed by 

the churches to travel with us as we carry out this act of grace that is being ministered by us, 

for the glory of the Lord himself and to show our good will. 20 We take this course so that no 

one should blame us about this generous gift that is being administered by us, 21 for we aim at 

what is honorable not only in the Lord’s sight but also in the sight of man. 22 And with them we 

are sending our brother whom we have often tested and found earnest in many matters, but 

who is now more earnest than ever because of his great confidence in you. 23 As for Titus, he is 

my partner and fellow worker for your benefit. And as for our brothers, they are messengers of 

the churches, the glory of Christ. 24 So give proof before the churches of your love and of our 

boasting about you to these men.  

 

 

 

 EZEKIEL 22 

Israel’s Shedding of Blood  

22 And the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 2 “And you, son of man, will you judge, will 

you judge the bloody city? Then declare to her all her abominations. 3 You shall say, Thus says 

the Lord GOD: A city that sheds blood in her midst, so that her time may come, and that makes 

idols to defile herself! 4 You have become guilty by the blood that you have shed, and defiled 
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by the idols that you have made, and you have brought your days near, the appointed time of 

your years has come. Therefore I have made you a reproach to the nations, and a mockery to 

all the countries. 5 Those who are near and those who are far from you will mock you; your 

name is defiled; you are full of tumult.  
6 “Behold, the princes of Israel in you, every one according to his power, have been bent on 

shedding blood. 7 Father and mother are treated with contempt in you; the sojourner suffers 

extortion in your midst; the fatherless and the widow are wronged in you. 8 You have despised 

my holy things and profaned my Sabbaths. 9 There are men in you who slander to shed blood, 

and people in you who eat on the mountains; they commit lewdness in your midst. 10 In you 

men uncover their fathers’ nakedness; in you they violate women who are unclean in their 

menstrual impurity. 11 One commits abomination with his neighbor’s wife; another lewdly 

defiles his daughter-in-law; another in you violates his sister, his father’s daughter. 12 In you 

they take bribes to shed blood; you take interest and profit and make gain of your neighbors 

by extortion; but me you have forgotten, declares the Lord GOD.  
13 “Behold, I strike my hand at the dishonest gain that you have made, and at the blood that 

has been in your midst. 14 Can your courage endure, or can your hands be strong, in the days 

that I shall deal with you? I the LORD have spoken, and I will do it. 15 I will scatter you among 

the nations and disperse you through the countries, and I will consume your uncleanness out 

of you. 16 And you shall be profaned by your own doing in the sight of the nations, and you 

shall know that I am the LORD.”  
17 And the word of the LORD came to me: 18 “Son of man, the house of Israel has become 

dross to me; all of them are bronze and tin and iron and lead in the furnace; they are dross of 

silver. 19 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: Because you have all become dross, therefore, 

behold, I will gather you into the midst of Jerusalem. 20 As one gathers silver and bronze and 

iron and lead and tin into a furnace, to blow the fire on it in order to melt it, so I will gather 

you in my anger and in my wrath, and I will put you in and melt you. 21 I will gather you and 

blow on you with the fire of my wrath, and you shall be melted in the midst of it. 22 As silver is 

melted in a furnace, so you shall be melted in the midst of it, and you shall know that I am the 

LORD; I have poured out my wrath upon you.”  
23 And the word of the LORD came to me: 24 “Son of man, say to her, You are a land that is 

not cleansed or rained upon in the day of indignation. 25 The conspiracy of her prophets in her 

midst is like a roaring lion tearing the prey; they have devoured human lives; they have taken 

treasure and precious things; they have made many widows in her midst. 26 Her priests have 

done violence to my law and have profaned my holy things. They have made no distinction 

between the holy and the common, neither have they taught the difference between the 

unclean and the clean, and they have disregarded my Sabbaths, so that I am profaned among 

them. 27 Her princes in her midst are like wolves tearing the prey, shedding blood, destroying 

lives to get dishonest gain. 28 And her prophets have smeared whitewash for them, seeing false 

visions and divining lies for them, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD,’ when the LORD has not 

spoken. 29 The people of the land have practiced extortion and committed robbery. They have 

oppressed the poor and needy, and have extorted from the sojourner without justice. 30 And I 
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sought for a man among them who should build up the wall and stand in the breach before 

me for the land, that I should not destroy it, but I found none. 31 Therefore I have poured out 

my indignation upon them. I have consumed them with the fire of my wrath. I have returned 

their way upon their heads, declares the Lord GOD.”  

 

 

 FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP BY MATT CHANDLER & ADAM GRIFFIN 

Read Chapter 5 of Family Discipleship.  Underline key passages and ideas. 

 

 
JOURNAL A PRAYER TO THE LORD FROM YOUR READING TODAY.  

 


