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Father show us who you are. Show us your person, your power, your purposes. Overwhelm us Thoudh
with a knowledge of you that penetrates our minds and imbeds itself in the deepest recesses of ouq ts
our hearts. Let this knowledge so change our hearts that it results in our lives being lived in Questions:

light of who you are, what you have done and what you say is true about us in Jesus Christ.

AS YOU READ THROUGH TODAY’S PASSAGES REFLECT ON THESE QUESTIONS:

What are some things revealed in these passages about the person and character of

God? Who is he? What is he like?

What are some things that God has done to reveal who he is?

Who are you in light of God’'s work? What is it that God is saying about you?

How should knowing who God is, what he has done and what he says about you change

how you live?




Il SAMUEL 14

Absalom Returns to Jerusalem

14 Now Joab the son of Zeruiah knew that the king's heart went out to Absalom. 2 And Joab
sent to Tekoa and brought from there a wise woman and said to her, “Pretend to be a mourner
and put on mourning garments. Do not anoint yourself with oil, but behave like a woman who
has been mourning many days for the dead. * Go to the king and speak thus to him.” So Joab
put the words in her mouth.

4When the woman of Tekoa came to the king, she fell on her face to the ground and paid
homage and said, “Save me, O king.” ® And the king said to her, “What is your trouble?” She
answered, “Alas, I am a widow; my husband is dead. ® And your servant had two sons, and they
quarreled with one another in the field. There was no one to separate them, and one struck the
other and killed him. 7 And now the whole clan has risen against your servant, and they say,
‘Give up the man who struck his brother, that we may put him to death for the life of his
brother whom he killed.” And so they would destroy the heir also. Thus they would quench my
coal that is left and leave to my husband neither name nor remnant on the face of the earth.”

8 Then the king said to the woman, “Go to your house, and I will give orders concerning
you.” ® And the woman of Tekoa said to the king, “On me be the guilt, my lord the king, and on
my father's house; let the king and his throne be guiltless.” ' The king said, “If anyone says
anything to you, bring him to me, and he shall never touch you again.” ' Then she said,
“Please let the king invoke the LORD your God, that the avenger of blood kill no more, and my
son be not destroyed.” He said, “As the LORD lives, not one hair of your son shall fall to the
ground.”

2Then the woman said, “Please let your servant speak a word to my lord the king.” He said,
“Speak.” ® And the woman said, “Why then have you planned such a thing against the people
of God? For in giving this decision the king convicts himself, inasmuch as the king does not
bring his banished one home again. **We must all die; we are like water spilled on the ground,
which cannot be gathered up again. But God will not take away life, and he devises means so
that the banished one will not remain an outcast. ' Now I have come to say this to my lord the
king because the people have made me afraid, and your servant thought, ‘I will speak to the
king; it may be that the king will perform the request of his servant. ' For the king will hear
and deliver his servant from the hand of the man who would destroy me and my son together
from the heritage of God. ' And your servant thought, ‘'The word of my lord the king will set
me at rest,’ for my lord the king is like the angel of God to discern good and evil. The LORD
your God be with you!”

8 Then the king answered the woman, “Do not hide from me anything I ask you.” And the
woman said, “Let my lord the king speak.” ' The king said, “Is the hand of Joab with you in all
this?” The woman answered and said, "As surely as you live, my lord the king, one cannot turn
to the right hand or to the left from anything that my lord the king has said. It was your
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servant Joab who commanded me; it was he who put all these words in the mouth of your
servant. 2°In order to change the course of things your servant Joab did this. But my lord has
wisdom like the wisdom of the angel of God to know all things that are on the earth.”

21 Then the king said to Joab, “Behold now, I grant this; go, bring back the young man
Absalom.” 2 And Joab fell on his face to the ground and paid homage and blessed the king.
And Joab said, “Today your servant knows that I have found favor in your sight, my lord the
king, in that the king has granted the request of his servant.” # So Joab arose and went to
Geshur and brought Absalom to Jerusalem. 2* And the king said, “Let him dwell apart in his
own house; he is not to come into my presence.” So Absalom lived apart in his own house and
did not come into the king's presence.

%5 Now in all Israel there was no one so much to be praised for his handsome appearance as
Absalom. From the sole of his foot to the crown of his head there was no blemish in him.

26 And when he cut the hair of his head (for at the end of every year he used to cut it; when it
was heavy on him, he cut it), he weighed the hair of his head, two hundred shekels by the
king's weight. 2’ There were born to Absalom three sons, and one daughter whose name was
Tamar. She was a beautiful woman.

2850 Absalom lived two full years in Jerusalem, without coming into the king's presence.

29 Then Absalom sent for Joab, to send him to the king, but Joab would not come to him. And
he sent a second time, but Joab would not come. *® Then he said to his servants, “See, Joab's
field is next to mine, and he has barley there; go and set it on fire.” So Absalom’s servants set
the field on fire. 3! Then Joab arose and went to Absalom at his house and said to him, “Why
have your servants set my field on fire?" 32 Absalom answered Joab, “Behold, I sent word to
you, ‘Come here, that I may send you to the king, to ask, “Why have I come from Geshur? It
would be better for me to be there still.” Now therefore let me go into the presence of the
king, and if there is guilt in me, let him put me to death.’ ” 33 Then Joab went to the king and
told him, and he summoned Absalom. So he came to the king and bowed himself on his face
to the ground before the king, and the king kissed Absalom.

II CORINTHIANS 7

7 Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every defilement of
body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God.

Paul’s Joy

2 Make room in your hearts for us. We have wronged no one, we have corrupted no one, we
have taken advantage of no one. 31 do not say this to condemn you, for I said before that you
are in our hearts, to die together and to live together. 1 am acting with great boldness toward

Notes
Thoughts

Questions:




you; I have great pride in you; I am filled with comfort. In all our affliction, I am overflowing
with joy.

> For even when we came into Macedonia, our bodies had no rest, but we were afflicted at
every turn—fighting without and fear within. ® But God, who comforts the downcast,
comforted us by the coming of Titus, 7 and not only by his coming but also by the comfort
with which he was comforted by you, as he told us of your longing, your mourning, your zeal
for me, so that I rejoiced still more. & For even if I made you grieve with my letter, I do not
regret it—though I did regret it, for I see that that letter grieved you, though only for a while.

% As it is, I rejoice, not because you were grieved, but because you were grieved into repenting.
For you felt a godly grief, so that you suffered no loss through us.

% For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, whereas
worldly grief produces death. ' For see what earnestness this godly grief has produced in you,
but also what eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what longing, what
zeal, what punishment! At every point you have proved yourselves innocent in the matter. > So
although I wrote to you, it was not for the sake of the one who did the wrong, nor for the sake
of the one who suffered the wrong, but in order that your earnestness for us might be
revealed to you in the sight of God. *® Therefore we are comforted.

And besides our own comfort, we rejoiced still more at the joy of Titus, because his spirit
has been refreshed by you all. ¥ For whatever boasts I made to him about you, I was not put to
shame. But just as everything we said to you was true, so also our boasting before Titus has
proved true. '® And his affection for you is even greater, as he remembers the obedience of
you all, how you received him with fear and trembling. '®1 rejoice, because I have complete
confidence in you.

EZEKIEL 21

The Lorp Has Drawn His Sword

21 The word of the LORD came to me: 2"

Son of man, set your face toward Jerusalem and
preach against the sanctuaries. Prophesy against the land of Israel * and say to the land of
Israel, Thus says the LORD: Behold, I am against you and will draw my sword from its sheath
and will cut off from you both righteous and wicked. # Because I will cut off from you both
righteous and wicked, therefore my sword shall be drawn from its sheath against all flesh from
south to north. * And all flesh shall know that I am the LoRrD. I have drawn my sword from its
sheath; it shall not be sheathed again.

6“As for you, son of man, groan; with breaking heart and bitter grief, groan before their
eyes. ” And when they say to you, ‘Why do you groan?’ you shall say, ‘Because of the news that

it is coming. Every heart will melt, and all hands will be feeble; every spirit will faint, and all
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knees will be weak as water. Behold, it is coming, and it will be fulfilled,’ " declares the Lord

Gob.

9u

8 And the word of the LORD came to me: ® “Son of man, prophesy and say, Thus says the

Lord, say:
“A sword, a sword is sharpened

and also polished,

1% sharpened for slaughter,

polished to flash like lightning!

(Or shall we rejoice? You have despised the rod, my son, with everything of wood.) ' So the
sword is given to be polished, that it may be grasped in the hand. It is sharpened and polished
to be given into the hand of the slayer. ' Cry out and wail, son of man, for it is against my
people. It is against all the princes of Israel. They are delivered over to the sword with my
people. Strike therefore upon your thigh.  For it will not be a testing—what could it do if you
despise the rod?” declares the Lord Gob.

14"As for you, son of man, prophesy. Clap your hands and let the sword come down twice,

yes, three times, the sword for those to be slain. It is the sword for the great slaughter, which
surrounds them, *® that their hearts may melt, and many stumble. At all their gates I have given
the glittering sword. Ah, it is made like lightning; it is taken up for slaughter. '® Cut sharply to
the right; set yourself to the left, wherever your face is directed. "I also will clap my hands, and
I will satisfy my fury; I the LORD have spoken.”

8 The word of the LORD came to me again: 17"

As for you, son of man, mark two ways for the
sword of the king of Babylon to come. Both of them shall come from the same land. And make
a signpost; make it at the head of the way to a city. 2° Mark a way for the sword to come to
Rabbah of the Ammonites and to Judah, into Jerusalem the fortified. 2! For the king of Babylon
stands at the parting of the way, at the head of the two ways, to use divination. He shakes the
arrows; he consults the teraphim; he looks at the liver. ?2Into his right hand comes the
divination for Jerusalem, to set battering rams, to open the mouth with murder, to lift up the
voice with shouting, to set battering rams against the gates, to cast up mounds, to build siege
towers. 23 But to them it will seem like a false divination. They have sworn solemn oaths, but he
brings their guilt to remembrance, that they may be taken.

24 "Therefore thus says the Lord Gob: Because you have made your guilt to be remembered,
in that your transgressions are uncovered, so that in all your deeds your sins appear—because
you have come to remembrance, you shall be taken in hand. # And you, O profane wicked
one, prince of Israel, whose day has come, the time of your final punishment, 26 thus says the
Lord Gob: Remove the turban and take off the crown. Things shall not remain as they are. Exalt
that which is low, and bring low that which is exalted. #” A ruin, ruin, ruin I will make it. This also

shall not be, until he comes, the one to whom judgment belongs, and I will give it to him.
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28"And you, son of man, prophesy, and say, Thus says the Lord Gob concerning the

Notes
Ammonites and concerning their reproach; say, A sword, a sword is drawn for the slaughter. It Thoughts
is polished to consume and to flash like lightning— 2° while they see for you false visions, while Questions:

they divine lies for you—to place you on the necks of the profane wicked, whose day has
come, the time of their final punishment. 3 Return it to its sheath. In the place where you were
created, in the land of your origin, I will judge you. 3' And I will pour out my indignation upon
you; I will blow upon you with the fire of my wrath, and I will deliver you into the hands of
brutish men, skillful to destroy. 32 You shall be fuel for the fire. Your blood shall be in the midst
of the land. You shall be no more remembered, for I the LORD have spoken.”

e FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP gy MATT CHANDLER & ADAM GRIFFIN

Finish Chapter 4 of Family Discipleship. Work through the discussion questions at the
end of the chapter.

e JOURNAL A PRAYER TO THE LORD FROM YOUR READING TODAY.




