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Father show us who you are. Show us your person, your power, your purposes. Overwhelm us Thoudh
with a knowledge of you that penetrates our minds and imbeds itself in the deepest recesses of ouq ts
our hearts. Let this knowledge so change our hearts that it results in our lives being lived in Questions:

light of who you are, what you have done and what you say is true about us in Jesus Christ.

AS YOU READ THROUGH TODAY’S PASSAGES REFLECT ON THESE QUESTIONS:

What are some things revealed in these passages about the person and character of

God? Who is he? What is he like?

What are some things that God has done to reveal who he is?

Who are you in light of God’'s work? What is it that God is saying about you?

How should knowing who God is, what he has done and what he says about you change

how you live?




Notes

e Il SAMUEL 13 Thoughts

Questions:

Amnon and Tamar

13 Now Absalom, David's son, had a beautiful sister, whose name was Tamar. And after a time
Amnon, David's son, loved her. 2 And Amnon was so tormented that he made himself ill
because of his sister Tamar, for she was a virgin, and it seemed impossible to Amnon to do
anything to her. * But Amnon had a friend, whose name was Jonadab, the son of Shimeah,
David's brother. And Jonadab was a very crafty man. * And he said to him, “O son of the king,
why are you so haggard morning after morning? Will you not tell me?” Amnon said to him, "I
love Tamar, my brother Absalom'’s sister.” ® Jonadab said to him, “Lie down on your bed and
pretend to be ill. And when your father comes to see you, say to him, ‘Let my sister Tamar
come and give me bread to eat, and prepare the food in my sight, that I may see it and eat it
from her hand." "  So Amnon lay down and pretended to be ill. And when the king came to
see him, Amnon said to the king, “Please let my sister Tamar come and make a couple of cakes
in my sight, that I may eat from her hand.”

"Then David sent home to Tamar, saying, “Go to your brother Amnon’s house and prepare
food for him.” 8 So Tamar went to her brother Amnon’s house, where he was lying down. And
she took dough and kneaded it and made cakes in his sight and baked the cakes. ® And she
took the pan and emptied it out before him, but he refused to eat. And Amnon said, “Send out
everyone from me.” So everyone went out from him. ® Then Amnon said to Tamar, “Bring the
food into the chamber, that I may eat from your hand.” And Tamar took the cakes she had
made and brought them into the chamber to Amnon her brother. ' But when she brought
them near him to eat, he took hold of her and said to her, “Come, lie with me, my sister.” ' She
answered him, “No, my brother, do not violate me, for such a thing is not done in Israel; do not
do this outrageous thing. * As for me, where could I carry my shame? And as for you, you
would be as one of the outrageous fools in Israel. Now therefore, please speak to the king, for
he will not withhold me from you.” ™ But he would not listen to her, and being stronger than
she, he violated her and lay with her.

> Then Amnon hated her with very great hatred, so that the hatred with which he hated her
was greater than the love with which he had loved her. And Amnon said to her, “Get up! Go!”
16 But she said to him, “No, my brother, for this wrong in sending me away is greater than the
other that you did to me.” But he would not listen to her. '” He called the young man who
served him and said, “Put this woman out of my presence and bolt the door after her.” ' Now
she was wearing a long robe with sleeves, for thus were the virgin daughters of the king
dressed. So his servant put her out and bolted the door after her. ** And Tamar put ashes on
her head and tore the long robe that she wore. And she laid her hand on her head and went
away, crying aloud as she went.

20 And her brother Absalom said to her, “Has Amnon your brother been with you? Now hold
your peace, my sister. He is your brother; do not take this to heart.” So Tamar lived, a desolate



woman, in her brother Absalom'’s house. ' When King David heard of all these things, he was
very angry. 22 But Absalom spoke to Amnon neither good nor bad, for Absalom hated Amnon,
because he had violated his sister Tamar.

Absalom Murders Amnon

2 After two full years Absalom had sheepshearers at Baal-hazor, which is near Ephraim, and
Absalom invited all the king's sons. * And Absalom came to the king and said, “Behold, your
servant has sheepshearers. Please let the king and his servants go with your servant.” # But the
king said to Absalom, “No, my son, let us not all go, lest we be burdensome to you.” He
pressed him, but he would not go but gave him his blessing. 26 Then Absalom said, “If not,
please let my brother Amnon go with us.” And the king said to him, "Why should he go with
you?" ¥ But Absalom pressed him until he let Amnon and all the king's sons go with him.

28 Then Absalom commanded his servants, “Mark when Amnon's heart is merry with wine, and
when I say to you, 'Strike Amnon,” then kill him. Do not fear; have I not commanded you? Be
courageous and be valiant.” 2 So the servants of Absalom did to Amnon as Absalom had
commanded. Then all the king's sons arose, and each mounted his mule and fled.

30 While they were on the way, news came to David, “Absalom has struck down all the king's
sons, and not one of them is left.” 3! Then the king arose and tore his garments and lay on the
earth. And all his servants who were standing by tore their garments. 3 But Jonadab the son of
Shimeah, David's brother, said, “Let not my lord suppose that they have killed all the young
men, the king's sons, for Amnon alone is dead. For by the command of Absalom this has been
determined from the day he violated his sister Tamar. ** Now therefore let not my lord the king
so take it to heart as to suppose that all the king's sons are dead, for Amnon alone is dead.”

Absalom Flees to Geshur

34But Absalom fled. And the young man who kept the watch lifted up his eyes and looked,
and behold, many people were coming from the road behind him by the side of the mountain.
35 And Jonadab said to the king, “Behold, the king's sons have come; as your servant said, so it
has come about.” 3¢ And as soon as he had finished speaking, behold, the king's sons came
and lifted up their voice and wept. And the king also and all his servants wept very bitterly.

37 But Absalom fled and went to Talmai the son of Ammihud, king of Geshur. And David
mourned for his son day after day. 3 So Absalom fled and went to Geshur, and was there three
years. 3 And the spirit of the king longed to go out to Absalom, because he was comforted
about Amnon, since he was dead.
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II CORINTHIANS 6

6 Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain.
2 For he says,

“In a favorable time I listened to you,

and in a day of salvation I have helped you.”

Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. * We put no obstacle in
anyone's way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4 but as servants of God we
commend ourselves in every way: by great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities,

> beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; © by purity, knowledge,
patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love; 7 by truthful speech, and the power of God;
with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; ® through honor and
dishonor, through slander and praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; ® as
unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished, and yet not killed;
1% as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet
possessing everything.

"' We have spoken freely to you, Corinthians; our heart is wide open. *? You are not
restricted by us, but you are restricted in your own affections. In return (I speak as to
children) widen your hearts also.

The Temple of the Living God

Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has righteousness with
lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with darkness? > What accord has Christ with Belial?
Or what portion does a believer share with an unbeliever? ® What agreement has the temple
of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; as God said,

“I will make my dwelling among them and walk among them,
and I will be their God,
and they shall be my people.
Therefore go out from their midst,
and be separate from them, says the Lord,
and touch no unclean thing;
then I will welcome you,

and I will be a father to you,
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and you shall be sons and daughters to me,
Notes

says the Lord Almighty.” Thoughts

Questions:

© EzEKIEL 20

Israel’s Continuing Rebellion

20 In the seventh year, in the fifth month, on the tenth day of the month, certain of the elders
of Israel came to inquire of the LORD, and sat before me. 2 And the word of the LORD came to
me: 2 “Son of man, speak to the elders of Israel, and say to them, Thus says the Lord Gop, Is it
to inquire of me that you come? As I live, declares the Lord Gob, I will not be inquired of by
you. *Will you judge them, son of man, will you judge them? Let them know the abominations
of their fathers, ® and say to them, Thus says the Lord Gop: On the day when I chose Israel, I
swore to the offspring of the house of Jacob, making myself known to them in the land of
Egypt; I swore to them, saying, I am the LORD your God.  On that day I swore to them that I
would bring them out of the land of Egypt into a land that I had searched out for them, a land
flowing with milk and honey, the most glorious of all lands. 7 And I said to them, ‘Cast away the
detestable things your eyes feast on, every one of you, and do not defile yourselves with the
idols of Egypt; I am the LORD your God.' 8 But they rebelled against me and were not willing to
listen to me. None of them cast away the detestable things their eyes feasted on, nor did they
forsake the idols of Egypt.

“Then I said I would pour out my wrath upon them and spend my anger against them in the
midst of the land of Egypt. ® But I acted for the sake of my name, that it should not be
profaned in the sight of the nations among whom they lived, in whose sight I made myself
known to them in bringing them out of the land of Egypt. ' So I led them out of the land of
Egypt and brought them into the wilderness. ''I gave them my statutes and made known to
them my rules, by which, if a person does them, he shall live. > Moreover, I gave them my
Sabbaths, as a sign between me and them, that they might know that I am the LorRD who
sanctifies them. 3 But the house of Israel rebelled against me in the wilderness. They did not
walk in my statutes but rejected my rules, by which, if a person does them, he shall live; and
my Sabbaths they greatly profaned.

“Then I said I would pour out my wrath upon them in the wilderness, to make a full end of
them. ' But I acted for the sake of my name, that it should not be profaned in the sight of the
nations, in whose sight I had brought them out. > Moreover, I swore to them in the wilderness
that I would not bring them into the land that I had given them, a land flowing with milk and
honey, the most glorious of all lands, *® because they rejected my rules and did not walk in my

statutes, and profaned my Sabbaths; for their heart went after their idols. '” Nevertheless, my
eye spared them, and I did not destroy them or make a full end of them in the wilderness.



18“And I said to their children in the wilderness, ‘Do not walk in the statutes of your fathers,

nor keep their rules, nor defile yourselves with their idols. 1 am the LORD your God; walk in
my statutes, and be careful to obey my rules, 2° and keep my Sabbaths holy that they may be a
sign between me and you, that you may know that I am the LORD your God.’ 2! But the children
rebelled against me. They did not walk in my statutes and were not careful to obey my rules,
by which, if a person does them, he shall live; they profaned my Sabbaths.

“Then I said I would pour out my wrath upon them and spend my anger against them in the
wilderness. 2 But I withheld my hand and acted for the sake of my name, that it should not be
profaned in the sight of the nations, in whose sight I had brought them out. 2 Moreover, 1
swore to them in the wilderness that I would scatter them among the nations and disperse
them through the countries, 2 because they had not obeyed my rules, but had rejected my
statutes and profaned my Sabbaths, and their eyes were set on their fathers' idols. > Moreover,
I gave them statutes that were not good and rules by which they could not have life, 2 and I
defiled them through their very gifts in their offering up all their firstborn, that I might
devastate them. I did it that they might know that I am the LORD.

27 "Therefore, son of man, speak to the house of Israel and say to them, Thus says the Lord
Gob: In this also your fathers blasphemed me, by dealing treacherously with me. 22 For when 1
had brought them into the land that I swore to give them, then wherever they saw any high hill
or any leafy tree, there they offered their sacrifices and there they presented the provocation
of their offering; there they sent up their pleasing aromas, and there they poured out their
drink offerings. 2° (I said to them, ‘What is the high place to which you go?’ So its name is
called Bamah to this day.)

30 “Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord Gob: Will you defile yourselves
after the manner of your fathers and go whoring after their detestable things? *' When you
present your gifts and offer up your children in fire, you defile yourselves with all your idols to
this day. And shall I be inquired of by you, O house of Israel? As I live, declares the Lord Gop, I
will not be inquired of by you.

32

What is in your mind shall never happen—the thought, ‘Let us be like the nations, like
the tribes of the countries, and worship wood and stone.’

The Lorp Will Restore Israel

33As I live, declares the Lord Gob, surely with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm and

with wrath poured out I will be king over you. **1 will bring you out from the peoples and
gather you out of the countries where you are scattered, with a mighty hand and an
outstretched arm, and with wrath poured out. ** And I will bring you into the wilderness of the
peoples, and there I will enter into judgment with you face to face. 3¢ As I entered into
judgment with your fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so I will enter into judgment
with you, declares the Lord Gob. 3’ I will make you pass under the rod, and I will bring you into
the bond of the covenant. 381 will purge out the rebels from among you, and those who
transgress against me. I will bring them out of the land where they sojourn, but they shall not
enter the land of Israel. Then you will know that I am the LORD.
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39As for you, O house of Israel, thus says the Lord Gob: Go serve every one of you his idols,

Notes
now and hereafter, if you will not listen to me; but my holy name you shall no more profane Thoughts
with your gifts and your idols. Questions:

40“For on my holy mountain, the mountain height of Israel, declares the Lord Gob, there all

the house of Israel, all of them, shall serve me in the land. There I will accept them, and there I
will require your contributions and the choicest of your gifts, with all your sacred offerings.

41 As a pleasing aroma I will accept you, when I bring you out from the peoples and gather you
out of the countries where you have been scattered. And I will manifest my holiness among
you in the sight of the nations. “* And you shall know that I am the LorD, when I bring you into
the land of Israel, the country that I swore to give to your fathers. ** And there you shall
remember your ways and all your deeds with which you have defiled yourselves, and you shall
loathe yourselves for all the evils that you have committed. 44 And you shall know that I am the
LorD, when I deal with you for my name'’s sake, not according to your evil ways, nor according
to your corrupt deeds, O house of Israel, declares the Lord Gob.”

45 And the word of the LORD came to me: #¢ “Son of man, set your face toward the
southland; preach against the south, and prophesy against the forest land in the Negeb. 47 Say
to the forest of the Negeb, Hear the word of the LORD: Thus says the Lord Gob, Behold, I will
kindle a fire in you, and it shall devour every green tree in you and every dry tree. The blazing
flame shall not be quenched, and all faces from south to north shall be scorched by it. “ All
flesh shall see that I the LORD have kindled it; it shall not be quenched.” #° Then I said, “Ah, Lord
Gob! They are saying of me, ‘Is he not a maker of parables?’ "
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Read Chapter 4 of Family Discipleship. Underline key passages and ideas.

e JOURNAL A PRAYER TO THE LORD FROM YOUR READING TODAY.




