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Father show us who you are. Show us your person, your power, your purposes. Overwhelm us Thoudh
with a knowledge of you that penetrates our minds and imbeds itself in the deepest recesses of ouq ts
our hearts. Let this knowledge so change our hearts that it results in our lives being lived in Questions:

light of who you are, what you have done and what you say is true about us in Jesus Christ.

AS YOU READ THROUGH TODAY’S PASSAGES REFLECT ON THESE QUESTIONS:

What are some things revealed in these passages about the person and character of

God? Who is he? What is he like?

What are some things that God has done to reveal who he is?

Who are you in light of God’s work? What is it that God is saying about you?

How should knowing who God is, what he has done and what he says about you change

how you live?




Notes

e Il SAMUEL 8-9 Thoughts

Questions:

David'’s Victories

8 After this David defeated the Philistines and subdued them, and David took Metheg-ammah
out of the hand of the Philistines.

2 And he defeated Moab and he measured them with a line, making them lie down on the
ground. Two lines he measured to be put to death, and one full line to be spared. And the
Moabites became servants to David and brought tribute.

3 David also defeated Hadadezer the son of Rehob, king of Zobah, as he went to restore his
power at the river Euphrates. * And David took from him 1,700 horsemen, and 20,000 foot
soldiers. And David hamstrung all the chariot horses but left enough for 100 chariots. * And
when the Syrians of Damascus came to help Hadadezer king of Zobah, David struck down
22,000 men of the Syrians. ® Then David put garrisons in Aram of Damascus, and the Syrians
became servants to David and brought tribute. And the LORD gave victory to David wherever
he went. 7 And David took the shields of gold that were carried by the servants of Hadadezer
and brought them to Jerusalem. ® And from Betah and from Berothai, cities of Hadadezer, King
David took very much bronze.

®When Toi king of Hamath heard that David had defeated the whole army of Hadadezer,
1% Toj sent his son Joram to King David, to ask about his health and to bless him because he
had fought against Hadadezer and defeated him, for Hadadezer had often been at war with
Toi. And Joram brought with him articles of silver, of gold, and of bronze. "' These also King
David dedicated to the LORD, together with the silver and gold that he dedicated from all the
nations he subdued, ' from Edom, Moab, the Ammonites, the Philistines, Amalek, and from
the spoil of Hadadezer the son of Rehob, king of Zobah.

'* And David made a name for himself when he returned from striking down 18,000
Edomites in the Valley of Salt. ¥ Then he put garrisons in Edom; throughout all Edom he put
garrisons, and all the Edomites became David's servants. And the LORD gave victory to David

wherever he went.

David’s Officials

13 So David reigned over all Israel. And David administered justice and equity to all his
people. '® Joab the son of Zeruiah was over the army, and Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud was
recorder, ' and Zadok the son of Ahitub and Ahimelech the son of Abiathar were priests, and
Seraiah was secretary, ® and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over the Cherethites and the
Pelethites, and David's sons were priests.




David’s Kindness to Mephibosheth

9 And David said, “Is there still anyone left of the house of Saul, that I may show him kindness
for Jonathan's sake?” 2 Now there was a servant of the house of Saul whose name was Ziba,
and they called him to David. And the king said to him, "Are you Ziba?" And he said, “I am your
servant.” > And the king said, “Is there not still someone of the house of Saul, that I may show
the kindness of God to him?” Ziba said to the king, “There is still a son of Jonathan; he is
crippled in his feet.” 4 The king said to him, “Where is he?” And Ziba said to the king, "He is in
the house of Machir the son of Ammiel, at Lo-debar.” ® Then King David sent and brought him
from the house of Machir the son of Ammiel, at Lo-debar. ® And Mephibosheth the son of
Jonathan, son of Saul, came to David and fell on his face and paid homage. And David said,
“Mephibosheth!” And he answered, “Behold, I am your servant.” ? And David said to him, “Do
not fear, for I will show you kindness for the sake of your father Jonathan, and I will restore to
you all the land of Saul your father, and you shall eat at my table always.” ® And he paid
homage and said, “"What is your servant, that you should show regard for a dead dog such as
I?”

®Then the king called Ziba, Saul's servant, and said to him, “All that belonged to Saul and to
all his house I have given to your master’s grandson. ' And you and your sons and your
servants shall till the land for him and shall bring in the produce, that your master's grandson
may have bread to eat. But Mephibosheth your master’s grandson shall always eat at my
table.” Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants. ' Then Ziba said to the king,
"According to all that my lord the king commands his servant, so will your servant do.” So
Mephibosheth ate at David's table, like one of the king's sons. > And Mephibosheth had a
young son, whose name was Mica. And all who lived in Ziba's house became Mephibosheth’s
servants. '* So Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem, for he ate always at the king's table. Now he
was lame in both his feet.

II CORINTHIANS 2

2 For I made up my mind not to make another painful visit to you. ? For if I cause you pain,
who is there to make me glad but the one whom I have pained? 3 And I wrote as I did, so that
when I came I might not suffer pain from those who should have made me rejoice, for I felt
sure of all of you, that my joy would be the joy of you all. # For I wrote to you out of much
affliction and anguish of heart and with many tears, not to cause you pain but to let you know
the abundant love that I have for you.

Forgive the Sinner

> Now if anyone has caused pain, he has caused it not to me, but in some measure—not to
put it too severely—to all of you.  For such a one, this punishment by the majority is enough,
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750 you should rather turn to forgive and comfort him, or he may be overwhelmed by
excessive sorrow. 3So [ beg you to reaffirm your love for him. ? For this is why I wrote, that I
might test you and know whether you are obedient in everything. *® Anyone whom you
forgive, I also forgive. Indeed, what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, has been for
your sake in the presence of Christ, ' so that we would not be outwitted by Satan; for we are
not ignorant of his designs.

Triumph in Christ

12\When I came to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ, even though a door was opened for
me in the Lord, ** my spirit was not at rest because I did not find my brother Titus there. So I
took leave of them and went on to Macedonia.

4 But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, and through
us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere. ** For we are the aroma of
Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing, '®to one
a fragrance from death to death, to the other a fragrance from life to life. Who is sufficient for
these things? "7 For we are not, like so many, peddlers of God's word, but as men of sincerity,
as commissioned by God, in the sight of God we speak in Christ.

EZEKIEL 16

The LorD’s Faithless Bride

2“Son of man, make known to Jerusalem her

16 Again the word of the LORD came to me:
abominations, % and say, Thus says the Lord Gob to Jerusalem: Your origin and your birth are of
the land of the Canaanites; your father was an Amorite and your mother a Hittite. * And as for
your birth, on the day you were born your cord was not cut, nor were you washed with water
to cleanse you, nor rubbed with salt, nor wrapped in swaddling cloths. * No eye pitied you, to
do any of these things to you out of compassion for you, but you were cast out on the open
field, for you were abhorred, on the day that you were born.

6And when I passed by you and saw you wallowing in your blood, I said to you in your
blood, ‘Live!’ I said to you in your blood, ‘Live!’ I made you flourish like a plant of the field.
And you grew up and became tall and arrived at full adornment. Your breasts were formed,
and your hair had grown; yet you were naked and bare.

8 "When I passed by you again and saw you, behold, you were at the age for love, and I
spread the corner of my garment over you and covered your nakedness; I made my vow to
you and entered into a covenant with you, declares the Lord Gob, and you became mine.
®Then I bathed you with water and washed off your blood from you and anointed you with oil.
191 clothed you also with embroidered cloth and shod you with fine leather. I wrapped you in

fine linen and covered you with silk. " And I adorned you with ornaments and put bracelets on
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your wrists and a chain on your neck. ? And I put a ring on your nose and earrings in your ears
and a beautiful crown on your head. ' Thus you were adorned with gold and silver, and your
clothing was of fine linen and silk and embroidered cloth. You ate fine flour and honey and oil.
You grew exceedingly beautiful and advanced to royalty. ' And your renown went forth
among the nations because of your beauty, for it was perfect through the splendor that I had
bestowed on you, declares the Lord Gob.

13 “But you trusted in your beauty and played the whore because of your renown and
lavished your whorings on any passerby; your beauty became his. '® You took some of your
garments and made for yourself colorful shrines, and on them played the whore. The like has
never been, nor ever shall be. 77 You also took your beautiful jewels of my gold and of my
silver, which I had given you, and made for yourself images of men, and with them played the
whore. '® And you took your embroidered garments to cover them, and set my oil and my
incense before them. ' Also my bread that I gave you—I fed you with fine flour and oil and
honey—you set before them for a pleasing aroma; and so it was, declares the Lord Gob. 2° And
you took your sons and your daughters, whom you had borne to me, and these you sacrificed
to them to be devoured. Were your whorings so small a matter 2! that you slaughtered my
children and delivered them up as an offering by fire to them? 22 And in all your abominations
and your whorings you did not remember the days of your youth, when you were naked and
bare, wallowing in your blood.

2 "And after all your wickedness (woe, woe to you! declares the Lord Gob), 2 you built
yourself a vaulted chamber and made yourself a lofty place in every square. ?° At the head of
every street you built your lofty place and made your beauty an abomination, offering yourself
to any passerby and multiplying your whoring. 26 You also played the whore with the
Egyptians, your lustful neighbors, multiplying your whoring, to provoke me to anger. 2’ Behold,
therefore, I stretched out my hand against you and diminished your allotted portion and
delivered you to the greed of your enemies, the daughters of the Philistines, who were
ashamed of your lewd behavior. 2 You played the whore also with the Assyrians, because you
were not satisfied; yes, you played the whore with them, and still you were not satisfied. 2° You
multiplied your whoring also with the trading land of Chaldea, and even with this you were not
satisfied.

39 "How sick is your heart, declares the Lord Gob, because you did all these things, the deeds
of a brazen prostitute, 3! building your vaulted chamber at the head of every street, and
making your lofty place in every square. Yet you were not like a prostitute, because you
scorned payment. 32 Adulterous wife, who receives strangers instead of her husband! ** Men
give gifts to all prostitutes, but you gave your gifts to all your lovers, bribing them to come to
you from every side with your whorings. ** So you were different from other women in your
whorings. No one solicited you to play the whore, and you gave payment, while no payment
was given to you; therefore you were different.

3% “Therefore, O prostitute, hear the word of the LORD: 3 Thus says the Lord Gob, Because
your lust was poured out and your nakedness uncovered in your whorings with your lovers,

and with all your abominable idols, and because of the blood of your children that you gave to
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them, 3" therefore, behold, I will gather all your lovers with whom you took pleasure, all those
you loved and all those you hated. I will gather them against you from every side and will
uncover your nakedness to them, that they may see all your nakedness. 38 And I will judge you
as women who commit adultery and shed blood are judged, and bring upon you the blood of
wrath and jealousy. *® And I will give you into their hands, and they shall throw down your
vaulted chamber and break down your lofty places. They shall strip you of your clothes and
take your beautiful jewels and leave you naked and bare. *° They shall bring up a crowd against
you, and they shall stone you and cut you to pieces with their swords. 4! And they shall burn
your houses and execute judgments upon you in the sight of many women. I will make you
stop playing the whore, and you shall also give payment no more. *? So will I satisfy my wrath
on you, and my jealousy shall depart from you. I will be calm and will no more be angry.
43 Because you have not remembered the days of your youth, but have enraged me with all
these things, therefore, behold, I have returned your deeds upon your head, declares the Lord
Gob. Have you not committed lewdness in addition to all your abominations?

44“Behold, everyone who uses proverbs will use this proverb about you: ‘Like mother, like
daughter.’ % You are the daughter of your mother, who loathed her husband and her children;
and you are the sister of your sisters, who loathed their husbands and their children. Your
mother was a Hittite and your father an Amorite. ¢ And your elder sister is Samaria, who lived
with her daughters to the north of you; and your younger sister, who lived to the south of you,
is Sodom with her daughters. 4’ Not only did you walk in their ways and do according to their
abominations; within a very little time you were more corrupt than they in all your ways. 43 As 1
live, declares the Lord Gob, your sister Sodom and her daughters have not done as you and
your daughters have done. 4° Behold, this was the guilt of your sister Sodom: she and her
daughters had pride, excess of food, and prosperous ease, but did not aid the poor and needy.
>0 They were haughty and did an abomination before me. So I removed them, when I saw it.
31 Samaria has not committed half your sins. You have committed more abominations than
they, and have made your sisters appear righteous by all the abominations that you have
committed. *2 Bear your disgrace, you also, for you have intervened on behalf of your sisters.
Because of your sins in which you acted more abominably than they, they are more in the right
than you. So be ashamed, you also, and bear your disgrace, for you have made your sisters
appear righteous.

>3 “T will restore their fortunes, both the fortunes of Sodom and her daughters, and the
fortunes of Samaria and her daughters, and I will restore your own fortunes in their midst,
>4 that you may bear your disgrace and be ashamed of all that you have done, becoming a
consolation to them. *® As for your sisters, Sodom and her daughters shall return to their
former state, and Samaria and her daughters shall return to their former state, and you and
your daughters shall return to your former state. ¢ Was not your sister Sodom a byword in
your mouth in the day of your pride, *” before your wickedness was uncovered? Now you have
become an object of reproach for the daughters of Syria and all those around her, and for the
daughters of the Philistines, those all around who despise you. *8 You bear the penalty of your
lewdness and your abominations, declares the LORD.
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The Lorp’s Everlasting Covenant

Notes
59 “For thus says the Lord Gob: I will deal with you as you have done, you who have despised Thoughts
the oath in breaking the covenant, ® yet I will remember my covenant with you in the days of Questions:

your youth, and I will establish for you an everlasting covenant. ¢! Then you will remember your
ways and be ashamed when you take your sisters, both your elder and your younger, and I
give them to you as daughters, but not on account of the covenant with you. 821 will establish
my covenant with you, and you shall know that I am the LORD, ® that you may remember and
be confounded, and never open your mouth again because of your shame, when I atone for
you for all that you have done, declares the Lord Gob.”

e FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP gy MATT CHANDLER & ADAM GRIFFIN

Read Chapter 3 of Family Discipleship. Underline key passages and ideas.

e JOURNAL A PRAYER TO THE LORD FROM YOUR READING TODAY.




