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SEPTEMBER 8 Cornthians 12

PRAY:

Father show us who you are. Show us your person, your power, your purposes. Overwhelm us
with a knowledge of you that penetrates our minds and imbeds itself in the deepest recesses of
our hearts. Let this knowledge so change our hearts that it results in our lives being lived in
light of who you are, what you have done and what you say is true about us in Jesus Christ.

AS YOU READ THROUGH TODAY’S PASSAGES REFLECT ON THESE QUESTIONS:

What are some things revealed in these passages about the person and character of

God? Who is he? What is he like?

What are some things that God has done to reveal who he is?

Who are you in light of God’s work? What is it that God is saying about you?

How should knowing who God is, what he has done and what he says about you change

how you live?

Ezekiel 11
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David Anointed King of Judah

2 After this David inquired of the LORD, “Shall I go up into any of the cities of Judah?” And the
LORD said to him, “Go up.” David said, “To which shall I go up?” And he said, “To Hebron.” 2So
David went up there, and his two wives also, Ahinoam of Jezreel and Abigail the widow of
Nabal of Carmel. 3 And David brought up his men who were with him, everyone with his
household, and they lived in the towns of Hebron. # And the men of Judah came, and there
they anointed David king over the house of Judah.

When they told David, “It was the men of Jabesh-gilead who buried Saul,” ® David sent
messengers to the men of Jabesh-gilead and said to them, “May you be blessed by the LORD,
because you showed this loyalty to Saul your lord and buried him. © Now may the LORD show
steadfast love and faithfulness to you. And I will do good to you because you have done this
thing. ” Now therefore let your hands be strong, and be valiant, for Saul your lord is dead, and

the house of Judah has anointed me king over them.”

Ish-bosheth Made King of Israel

8 But Abner the son of Ner, commander of Saul's army, took Ish-bosheth the son of Saul and
brought him over to Mahanaim, ®and he made him king over Gilead and the Ashurites and
Jezreel and Ephraim and Benjamin and all Israel. °Ish-bosheth, Saul’s son, was forty years old
when he began to reign over Israel, and he reigned two years. But the house of Judah followed
David. ' And the time that David was king in Hebron over the house of Judah was seven years

and six months.

The Battle of Gibeon

12 Abner the son of Ner, and the servants of Ish-bosheth the son of Saul, went out from
Mahanaim to Gibeon. ' And Joab the son of Zeruiah and the servants of David went out and
met them at the pool of Gibeon. And they sat down, the one on the one side of the pool, and
the other on the other side of the pool. ' And Abner said to Joab, “Let the young men arise
and compete before us.” And Joab said, “Let them arise.” ' Then they arose and passed over
by number, twelve for Benjamin and Ish-bosheth the son of Saul, and twelve of the servants of
David. '® And each caught his opponent by the head and thrust his sword in his opponent’s
side, so they fell down together. Therefore that place was called Helkath-hazzurim, which is at
Gibeon. 7 And the battle was very fierce that day. And Abner and the men of Israel were
beaten before the servants of David.

18 And the three sons of Zeruiah were there, Joab, Abishai, and Asahel. Now Asahel was as

swift of foot as a wild gazelle. ' And Asahel pursued Abner, and as he went, he turned neither

to the right hand nor to the left from following Abner. 2° Then Abner looked behind him and



said, "Is it you, Asahel?” And he answered, "It is 1.” 2! Abner said to him, “Turn aside to your
right hand or to your left, and seize one of the young men and take his spoil.” But Asahel
would not turn aside from following him. 22 And Abner said again to Asahel, “Turn aside from
following me. Why should I strike you to the ground? How then could I lift up my face to your
brother Joab?” 22 But he refused to turn aside. Therefore Abner struck him in the stomach with
the butt of his spear, so that the spear came out at his back. And he fell there and died where
he was. And all who came to the place where Asahel had fallen and died, stood still.

24But Joab and Abishai pursued Abner. And as the sun was going down they came to the
hill of Ammah, which lies before Giah on the way to the wilderness of Gibeon. 2> And the
people of Benjamin gathered themselves together behind Abner and became one group and
took their stand on the top of a hill. 2 Then Abner called to Joab, “Shall the sword devour
forever? Do you not know that the end will be bitter? How long will it be before you tell your
people to turn from the pursuit of their brothers?” 27 And Joab said, “As God lives, if you had
not spoken, surely the men would not have given up the pursuit of their brothers until the
morning.” 28 So Joab blew the trumpet, and all the men stopped and pursued Israel no more,
nor did they fight anymore.

29 And Abner and his men went all that night through the Arabah. They crossed the Jordan,
and marching the whole morning, they came to Mahanaim. 3° Joab returned from the pursuit
of Abner. And when he had gathered all the people together, there were missing from David's
servants nineteen men besides Asahel. 3! But the servants of David had struck down of
Benjamin 360 of Abner's men. 32 And they took up Asahel and buried him in the tomb of his
father, which was at Bethlehem. And Joab and his men marched all night, and the day broke

upon them at Hebron.

I CORINTHIANS 13

The Way of Love

13 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a
clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all
knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.
31If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain
nothing.

4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant ® or rude. It does
not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; ¢ it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but
rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all
things.

8 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as
for knowledge, it will pass away. ? For we know in part and we prophesy in part, ' but when

the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. ' When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I
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thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave up childish ways.
12For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know
fully, even as I have been fully known.

13S0 now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

EZEKIEL 11

Judgment on Wicked Counselors

11 The Spirit lifted me up and brought me to the east gate of the house of the LORD, which
faces east. And behold, at the entrance of the gateway there were twenty-five men. And I saw
among them Jaazaniah the son of Azzur, and Pelatiah the son of Benaiah, princes of the
people. 2And he said to me, “Son of man, these are the men who devise iniquity and who give
wicked counsel in this city; 3 who say, ‘The time is not near to build houses. This city is the
cauldron, and we are the meat.’ * Therefore prophesy against them; prophesy, O son of man.”
> And the Spirit of the LORD fell upon me, and he said to me, “Say, Thus says the LORD: So
you think, O house of Israel. For I know the things that come into your mind.  You have
multiplied your slain in this city and have filled its streets with the slain. 7 Therefore thus says
the Lord Gob: Your slain whom you have laid in the midst of it, they are the meat, and this city
is the cauldron, but you shall be brought out of the midst of it. 8 You have feared the sword,
and I will bring the sword upon you, declares the Lord Gob. ® And I will bring you out of the
midst of it, and give you into the hands of foreigners, and execute judgments upon you. '° You
shall fall by the sword. I will judge you at the border of Israel, and you shall know thatI am the
Lorp. " This city shall not be your cauldron, nor shall you be the meat in the midst of it. I will

judge you at the border of Israel, 12

and you shall know that I am the LORD. For you have not
walked in my statutes, nor obeyed my rules, but have acted according to the rules of the
nations that are around you.”

13 And it came to pass, while I was prophesying, that Pelatiah the son of Benaiah died. Then I
fell down on my face and cried out with a loud voice and said, “Ah, Lord Gob! Will you make a

full end of the remnant of Israel?”

Israel’s New Heart and Spirit

4 And the word of the LORD came to me: > “Son of man, your brothers, even your brothers,
your kinsmen, the whole house of Israel, all of them, are those of whom the inhabitants of
Jerusalem have said, ‘Go far from the LORD; to us this land is given for a possession.’

16 Therefore say, ‘Thus says the Lord Gob: Though I removed them far off among the nations,
and though I scattered them among the countries, yet I have been a sanctuary to them for a

while in the countries where they have gone.’ ' Therefore say, ‘'Thus says the Lord Gob: I will
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gather you from the peoples and assemble you out of the countries where you have been
scattered, and I will give you the land of Israel.’ '® And when they come there, they will remove
from it all its detestable things and all its abominations. ' And I will give them one heart, and a
new spirit I will put within them. I will remove the heart of stone from their flesh and give them
a heart of flesh, 2° that they may walk in my statutes and keep my rules and obey them. And
they shall be my people, and I will be their God. 2! But as for those whose heart goes after their
detestable things and their abominations, I will bring their deeds upon their own heads,
declares the Lord Gob."

22 Then the cherubim lifted up their wings, with the wheels beside them, and the glory of the
God of Israel was over them. 22 And the glory of the LORD went up from the midst of the city
and stood on the mountain that is on the east side of the city. 2 And the Spirit lifted me up
and brought me in the vision by the Spirit of God into Chaldea, to the exiles. Then the vision
that I had seen went up from me. 25 And I told the exiles all the things that the LORD had shown
me.
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Read chapter 1 of Family Discipleship. Leading Your Home Through Time, Moments, and
Milestones. Underline key passages and ideas.

JOURNAL A PRAYER TO THE LORD FROM YOUR READING TODAY.
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