SEPTEMBER 4

GCC 2021 READING PLAN

PRAY:

Father show us who you are. Show us your person, your power, your purposes. Overwhelm us
with a knowledge of you that penetrates our minds and imbeds itself in the deepest recesses of
our hearts. Let this knowledge so change our hearts that it results in our lives being lived in
light of who you are, what you have done and what you say is true about us in Jesus Christ.

AS YOU READ THROUGH TODAY’S PASSAGES REFLECT ON THESE QUESTIONS:

What are some things revealed in these passages about the person and character of

God? Who is he? What is he like?

What are some things that God has done to reveal who he is?

Who are you in light of God’s work? What is it that God is saying about you?

How should knowing who God is, what he has done and what he says about you change

how you live?
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e | SAMUEL 28 Thoughts

Questions:

Saul and the Medium of En-dor

28 In those days the Philistines gathered their forces for war, to fight against Israel. And Achish
said to David, “Understand that you and your men are to go out with me in the army.” 2 David
said to Achish, "Very well, you shall know what your servant can do.” And Achish said to David,
“Very well, I will make you my bodyguard for life.”

* Now Samuel had died, and all Israel had mourned for him and buried him in Ramah, his
own city. And Saul had put the mediums and the necromancers out of the land. * The
Philistines assembled and came and encamped at Shunem. And Saul gathered all Israel, and
they encamped at Gilboa. ®* When Saul saw the army of the Philistines, he was afraid, and his
heart trembled greatly. ® And when Saul inquired of the LORD, the LORD did not answer him,
either by dreams, or by Urim, or by prophets. ? Then Saul said to his servants, “Seek out for me
a woman who is a medium, that I may go to her and inquire of her.” And his servants said to
him, “Behold, there is a medium at En-dor.”

8So Saul disguised himself and put on other garments and went, he and two men with him.
And they came to the woman by night. And he said, “Divine for me by a spirit and bring up for
me whomever I shall name to you.” ® The woman said to him, “Surely you know what Saul has
done, how he has cut off the mediums and the necromancers from the land. Why then are you
laying a trap for my life to bring about my death?” ' But Saul swore to her by the LORD, “As the
LorDp lives, no punishment shall come upon you for this thing.” ™ Then the woman said,
“Whom shall I bring up for you?” He said, “Bring up Samuel for me.” * When the woman saw
Samuel, she cried out with a loud voice. And the woman said to Saul, “Why have you deceived
me? You are Saul.” ¥ The king said to her, “Do not be afraid. What do you see?” And the
woman said to Saul, “I see a god coming up out of the earth.” " He said to her, “What is his
appearance?” And she said, “An old man is coming up, and he is wrapped in a robe.” And Saul
knew that it was Samuel, and he bowed with his face to the ground and paid homage.

> Then Samuel said to Saul, “Why have you disturbed me by bringing me up?” Saul
answered, “I am in great distress, for the Philistines are warring against me, and God has
turned away from me and answers me no more, either by prophets or by dreams. Therefore I
have summoned you to tell me what I shall do.” ® And Samuel said, “Why then do you ask me,
since the LORD has turned from you and become your enemy? ' The LORD has done to you as
he spoke by me, for the LORD has torn the kingdom out of your hand and given it to your
neighbor, David. ' Because you did not obey the voice of the LorD and did not carry out his
fierce wrath against Amalek, therefore the LORD has done this thing to you this day.

' Moreover, the LORD will give Israel also with you into the hand of the Philistines, and
tomorrow you and your sons shall be with me. The LorD will give the army of Israel also into
the hand of the Philistines.”




20 Then Saul fell at once full length on the ground, filled with fear because of the words of
Samuel. And there was no strength in him, for he had eaten nothing all day and all night.
21 And the woman came to Saul, and when she saw that he was terrified, she said to him,
“Behold, your servant has obeyed you. I have taken my life in my hand and have listened to
what you have said to me. 2 Now therefore, you also obey your servant. Let me set a morsel of
bread before you; and eat, that you may have strength when you go on your way.” 2 He
refused and said, “I will not eat.” But his servants, together with the woman, urged him, and he
listened to their words. So he arose from the earth and sat on the bed. * Now the woman had
a fattened calf in the house, and she quickly killed it, and she took flour and kneaded it and
baked unleavened bread of it, ?* and she put it before Saul and his servants, and they ate. Then
they rose and went away that night.

I CORINTHIANS 9

Paul Surrenders His Rights

9 Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? Are not you my
workmanship in the Lord? 2If to others I am not an apostle, at least I am to you, for you are the
seal of my apostleship in the Lord.

3 This is my defense to those who would examine me. Do we not have the right to eat and
drink? * Do we not have the right to take along a believing wife, as do the other apostles and
the brothers of the Lord and Cephas? © Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no right to refrain
from working for a living? ? Who serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard
without eating any of its fruit? Or who tends a flock without getting some of the milk?

8 Do I say these things on human authority? Does not the Law say the same? °® For it is
written in the Law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain.” Is it for
oxen that God is concerned? '® Does he not certainly speak for our sake? It was written for our
sake, because the plowman should plow in hope and the thresher thresh in hope of sharing in
the crop. ' If we have sown spiritual things among you, is it too much if we reap material
things from you? "2 If others share this rightful claim on you, do not we even more?

Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right, but we endure anything rather than put
an obstacle in the way of the gospel of Christ. ' Do you not know that those who are
employed in the temple service get their food from the temple, and those who serve at the
altar share in the sacrificial offerings? *In the same way, the Lord commanded that those who
proclaim the gospel should get their living by the gospel.

13 But I have made no use of any of these rights, nor am I writing these things to secure any
such provision. For I would rather die than have anyone deprive me of my ground for boasting.
16 For if I preach the gospel, that gives me no ground for boasting. For necessity is laid upon
me. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! ' For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward,
but if not of my own will, I am still entrusted with a stewardship. ' What then is my reward?
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That in my preaching I may present the gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use of my
right in the gospel.

Y For though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win more of
them. 2° To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became
as one under the law (though not being myself under the law) that I might win those under the
law. 2! To those outside the law I became as one outside the law (not being outside the law of
God but under the law of Christ) that I might win those outside the law. 2 To the weak
became weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all people, that by all
means I might save some. 2?1 do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in
its blessings.

24 Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the prize? So run
that you may obtain it. % Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do it to receive
a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. 26 So I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one
beating the air. " But I discipline my body and keep it under control, lest after preaching to
others I myself should be disqualified.

EZEKIEL 7

The Day of the Wrath of the Lorp

7 The word of the LORD came to me: 2“And you, O son of man, thus says the Lord Gob to the
land of Israel: An end! The end has come upon the four corners of the land. 3> Now the end is
upon you, and I will send my anger upon you; I will judge you according to your ways, and 1
will punish you for all your abominations. * And my eye will not spare you, nor will I have pity,
but I will punish you for your ways, while your abominations are in your midst. Then you will
know that I am the LORD.

>“Thus says the Lord Gob: Disaster after disaster! Behold, it comes. ® An end has come; the
end has come; it has awakened against you. Behold, it comes. ? Your doom has come to you, O
inhabitant of the land. The time has come; the day is near, a day of tumult, and not of joyful
shouting on the mountains.  Now I will soon pour out my wrath upon you, and spend my
anger against you, and judge you according to your ways, and I will punish you for all your
abominations. ® And my eye will not spare, nor will I have pity. I will punish you according to
your ways, while your abominations are in your midst. Then you will know that I am the LORD,
who strikes.

19“Behold, the day! Behold, it comes! Your doom has come; the rod has blossomed; pride
has budded. ' Violence has grown up into a rod of wickedness. None of them shall remain,
nor their abundance, nor their wealth; neither shall there be preeminence among them. *? The

time has come; the day has arrived. Let not the buyer rejoice, nor the seller mourn, for wrath is
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upon all their multitude. ** For the seller shall not return to what he has sold, while they live.

Notes
For the vision concerns all their multitude; it shall not turn back; and because of his iniquity, Thoughts
none can maintain his life. Questions:

4 "They have blown the trumpet and made everything ready, but none goes to battle, for

my wrath is upon all their multitude. '® The sword is without; pestilence and famine are within.
He who is in the field dies by the sword, and him who is in the city famine and pestilence
devour. '® And if any survivors escape, they will be on the mountains, like doves of the valleys,
all of them moaning, each one over his iniquity. 7 All hands are feeble, and all knees turn to
water. ' They put on sackcloth, and horror covers them. Shame is on all faces, and baldness on
all their heads. ' They cast their silver into the streets, and their gold is like an unclean thing.
Their silver and gold are not able to deliver them in the day of the wrath of the LORD. They
cannot satisfy their hunger or fill their stomachs with it. For it was the stumbling block of their
iniquity. 2° His beautiful ornament they used for pride, and they made their abominable images
and their detestable things of it. Therefore I make it an unclean thing to them. ' And I will give
it into the hands of foreigners for prey, and to the wicked of the earth for spoil, and they shall
profane it. 22T will turn my face from them, and they shall profane my treasured place. Robbers
shall enter and profane it.

2 "Forge a chain! For the land is full of bloody crimes and the city is full of violence. 241 will
bring the worst of the nations to take possession of their houses. I will put an end to the pride
of the strong, and their holy places shall be profaned. 2* When anguish comes, they will seek
peace, but there shall be none. 26 Disaster comes upon disaster; rumor follows rumor. They
seek a vision from the prophet, while the law perishes from the priest and counsel from the
elders. 2’ The king mourns, the prince is wrapped in despair, and the hands of the people of
the land are paralyzed by terror. According to their way I will do to them, and according to
their judgments I will judge them, and they shall know that I am the LorD.”

e JOURNAL A PRAYER TO THE LORD FROM YOUR READING TODAY.




