SEPTEMBER 3

GCC 2021 READING PLAN

PRAY:

Father show us who you are. Show us your person, your power, your purposes. Overwhelm us
with a knowledge of you that penetrates our minds and imbeds itself in the deepest recesses of
our hearts. Let this knowledge so change our hearts that it results in our lives being lived in
light of who you are, what you have done and what you say is true about us in Jesus Christ.

AS YOU READ THROUGH TODAY’S PASSAGES REFLECT ON THESE QUESTIONS:

What are some things revealed in these passages about the person and character of

God? Who is he? What is he like?

What are some things that God has done to reveal who he is?

Who are you in light of God’s work? What is it that God is saying about you?

How should knowing who God is, what he has done and what he says about you change

how you live?

| Samuel 27

| Corinthians 8
Ezekiel 6
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e | SAMUEL 27 Thoughts

Questions:

David Flees to the Philistines

27 Then David said in his heart, “Now I shall perish one day by the hand of Saul. There is
nothing better for me than that I should escape to the land of the Philistines. Then Saul will
despair of seeking me any longer within the borders of Israel, and I shall escape out of his
hand.” 2 So David arose and went over, he and the six hundred men who were with him, to
Achish the son of Maoch, king of Gath. 3 And David lived with Achish at Gath, he and his men,
every man with his household, and David with his two wives, Ahinoam of Jezreel, and Abigail
of Carmel, Nabal's widow. * And when it was told Saul that David had fled to Gath, he no
longer sought him.

> Then David said to Achish, “If I have found favor in your eyes, let a place be given me in
one of the country towns, that I may dwell there. For why should your servant dwell in the
royal city with you?” ¢ So that day Achish gave him Ziklag. Therefore Ziklag has belonged to
the kings of Judah to this day. ” And the number of the days that David lived in the country of
the Philistines was a year and four months.

& Now David and his men went up and made raids against the Geshurites, the Girzites, and
the Amalekites, for these were the inhabitants of the land from of old, as far as Shur, to the
land of Egypt. ? And David would strike the land and would leave neither man nor woman alive,
but would take away the sheep, the oxen, the donkeys, the camels, and the garments, and
come back to Achish. ' When Achish asked, “Where have you made a raid today?” David
would say, “Against the Negeb of Judah,” or, “Against the Negeb of the Jerahmeelites,” or,
“Against the Negeb of the Kenites.” '' And David would leave neither man nor woman alive to
bring news to Gath, thinking, “lest they should tell about us and say, ‘So David has done.” "
Such was his custom all the while he lived in the country of the Philistines. > And Achish
trusted David, thinking, “He has made himself an utter stench to his people Israel; therefore he
shall always be my servant.”

© I1CORINTHIANS 8

Food Offered to Idols

8 Now concerning food offered to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” This
“knowledge” puffs up, but love builds up. 2If anyone imagines that he knows something, he
does not yet know as he ought to know. 3 But if anyone loves God, he is known by God.

4 Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “an idol has no real
existence,” and that “there is no God but one.” ® For although there may be so-called gods in
heaven or on earth—as indeed there are many “gods” and many “lords"— € yet for us there is



one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus
Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist.

"However, not all possess this knowledge. But some, through former association with idols,
eat food as really offered to an idol, and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. ® Food will not
commend us to God. We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. ? But
take care that this right of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak.
% For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in an idol's temple, will he not be
encouraged, if his conscience is weak, to eat food offered to idols? ' And so by your
knowledge this weak person is destroyed, the brother for whom Christ died. ? Thus, sinning
against your brothers and wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ.
3 Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I will never eat meat, lest I make my brother

stumble.

EZEKIEL 6

Judgment Against Idolatry

6 The word of the LORD came to me: 2“Son of man, set your face toward the mountains of
Israel, and prophesy against them, * and say, You mountains of Israel, hear the word of the
Lord Gob! Thus says the Lord Gob to the mountains and the hills, to the ravines and the
valleys: Behold, 1, even I, will bring a sword upon you, and I will destroy your high places. 4 Your
altars shall become desolate, and your incense altars shall be broken, and I will cast down your
slain before your idols. > And I will lay the dead bodies of the people of Israel before their idols,
and I will scatter your bones around your altars. ® Wherever you dwell, the cities shall be waste
and the high places ruined, so that your altars will be waste and ruined, your idols broken and
destroyed, your incense altars cut down, and your works wiped out. ? And the slain shall fall in
your midst, and you shall know that I am the LORD.

8"Yet I will leave some of you alive. When you have among the nations some who escape
the sword, and when you are scattered through the countries, ® then those of you who escape
will remember me among the nations where they are carried captive, how I have been broken
over their whoring heart that has departed from me and over their eyes that go whoring after
their idols. And they will be loathsome in their own sight for the evils that they have
committed, for all their abominations. ' And they shall know that I am the LorD. I have not
said in vain that I would do this evil to them.”

" Thus says the Lord Gob: “Clap your hands and stamp your foot and say, Alas, because of
all the evil abominations of the house of Israel, for they shall fall by the sword, by famine, and
by pestilence. '? He who is far off shall die of pestilence, and he who is near shall fall by the
sword, and he who is left and is preserved shall die of famine. Thus I will spend my fury upon
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them. ¥ And you shall know that I am the LoRD, when their slain lie among their idols around

Notes
their altars, on every high hill, on all the mountaintops, under every green tree, and under Thoughts
every leafy oak, wherever they offered pleasing aroma to all their idols. " And I will stretch out Questions:

my hand against them and make the land desolate and waste, in all their dwelling places, from
the wilderness to Riblah. Then they will know that I am the LoRrD.”

e JOURNAL A PRAYER TO THE LORD FROM YOUR READING TODAY.




