SEPTEMBER 1

GCC 2021 READING PLAN

PRAY:

Father show us who you are. Show us your person, your power, your purposes. Overwhelm us
with a knowledge of you that penetrates our minds and imbeds itself in the deepest recesses of
our hearts. Let this knowledge so change our hearts that it results in our lives being lived in
light of who you are, what you have done and what you say is true about us in Jesus Christ.

AS YOU READ THROUGH TODAY’S PASSAGES REFLECT ON THESE QUESTIONS:

What are some things revealed in these passages about the person and character of

God? Who is he? What is he like?

What are some things that God has done to reveal who he is?

Who are you in light of God’s work? What is it that God is saying about you?

How should knowing who God is, what he has done and what he says about you change

how you live?
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e | SAMUEL 25 Thoughts

Questions:

The Death of Samuel

25 Now Samuel died. And all Israel assembled and mourned for him, and they buried him in
his house at Ramah.

David and Abigail

Then David rose and went down to the wilderness of Paran. 2 And there was a man in Maon
whose business was in Carmel. The man was very rich; he had three thousand sheep and a
thousand goats. He was shearing his sheep in Carmel. > Now the name of the man was Nabal,
and the name of his wife Abigail. The woman was discerning and beautiful, but the man was
harsh and badly behaved; he was a Calebite. 4 David heard in the wilderness that Nabal was
shearing his sheep. * So David sent ten young men. And David said to the young men, “Go up
to Carmel, and go to Nabal and greet him in my name. ® And thus you shall greet him: ‘Peace
be to you, and peace be to your house, and peace be to all that you have. ’I hear that you
have shearers. Now your shepherds have been with us, and we did them no harm, and they
missed nothing all the time they were in Carmel. 8 Ask your young men, and they will tell you.
Therefore let my young men find favor in your eyes, for we come on a feast day. Please give
whatever you have at hand to your servants and to your son David." "

®When David's young men came, they said all this to Nabal in the name of David, and then
they waited. ' And Nabal answered David's servants, “Who is David? Who is the son of Jesse?
There are many servants these days who are breaking away from their masters. ' Shall I take
my bread and my water and my meat that I have killed for my shearers and give it to men who
come from I do not know where?” ' So David's young men turned away and came back and
told him all this. ** And David said to his men, “Every man strap on his sword!” And every man
of them strapped on his sword. David also strapped on his sword. And about four hundred
men went up after David, while two hundred remained with the baggage.

14 But one of the young men told Abigail, Nabal's wife, “Behold, David sent messengers out
of the wilderness to greet our master, and he railed at them. ** Yet the men were very good to
us, and we suffered no harm, and we did not miss anything when we were in the fields, as long
as we went with them. ' They were a wall to us both by night and by day, all the while we were
with them keeping the sheep. '” Now therefore know this and consider what you should do, for
harm is determined against our master and against all his house, and he is such a worthless
man that one cannot speak to him.”

8 Then Abigail made haste and took two hundred loaves and two skins of wine and five
sheep already prepared and five seahs of parched grain and a hundred clusters of raisins and

two hundred cakes of figs, and laid them on donkeys. ' And she said to her young men, “Go
on before me; behold, I come after you.” But she did not tell her husband Nabal. ?° And as she
rode on the donkey and came down under cover of the mountain, behold, David and his men



came down toward her, and she met them. 2! Now David had said, “Surely in vain have I
guarded all that this fellow has in the wilderness, so that nothing was missed of all that
belonged to him, and he has returned me evil for good. 2 God do so to the enemies of David
and more also, if by morning I leave so much as one male of all who belong to him.”

2 When Abigail saw David, she hurried and got down from the donkey and fell before David
on her face and bowed to the ground. 2 She fell at his feet and said, “On me alone, my lord, be
the guilt. Please let your servant speak in your ears, and hear the words of your servant. % Let
not my lord regard this worthless fellow, Nabal, for as his name is, so is he. Nabal is his name,
and folly is with him. But I your servant did not see the young men of my lord, whom you sent.
26 Now then, my lord, as the LORD lives, and as your soul lives, because the LORD has restrained
you from bloodguilt and from saving with your own hand, now then let your enemies and
those who seek to do evil to my lord be as Nabal. 2 And now let this present that your servant
has brought to my lord be given to the young men who follow my lord. 28 Please forgive the
trespass of your servant. For the LORD will certainly make my lord a sure house, because my
lord is fighting the battles of the LORD, and evil shall not be found in you so long as you live.
291f men rise up to pursue you and to seek your life, the life of my lord shall be bound in the
bundle of the living in the care of the LORD your God. And the lives of your enemies he shall
sling out as from the hollow of a sling. 3® And when the LorRD has done to my lord according to
all the good that he has spoken concerning you and has appointed you prince over Israel,

31 my lord shall have no cause of grief or pangs of conscience for having shed blood without
cause or for my lord working salvation himself. And when the LORD has dealt well with my lord,
then remember your servant.”

32 And David said to Abigail, “Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who sent you this day
to meet me! 33 Blessed be your discretion, and blessed be you, who have kept me this day from
bloodguilt and from working salvation with my own hand! ** For as surely as the LoRD, the God
of Israel, lives, who has restrained me from hurting you, unless you had hurried and come to
meet me, truly by morning there had not been left to Nabal so much as one male.” ** Then
David received from her hand what she had brought him. And he said to her, “Go up in peace
to your house. See, I have obeyed your voice, and I have granted your petition.”

36 And Abigail came to Nabal, and behold, he was holding a feast in his house, like the feast
of a king. And Nabal’s heart was merry within him, for he was very drunk. So she told him
nothing at all until the morning light. 3’ In the morning, when the wine had gone out of Nabal,
his wife told him these things, and his heart died within him, and he became as a stone. * And
about ten days later the LORD struck Nabal, and he died.

39 When David heard that Nabal was dead, he said, “Blessed be the LORD who has avenged
the insult I received at the hand of Nabal, and has kept back his servant from wrongdoing. The
LoRrD has returned the evil of Nabal on his own head.” Then David sent and spoke to Abigail, to
take her as his wife. ° When the servants of David came to Abigail at Carmel, they said to her,
“David has sent us to you to take you to him as his wife.” 4 And she rose and bowed with her
face to the ground and said, “Behold, your handmaid is a servant to wash the feet of the
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servants of my lord.” #2 And Abigail hurried and rose and mounted a donkey, and her five
young women attended her. She followed the messengers of David and became his wife.

43 David also took Ahinoam of Jezreel, and both of them became his wives. 4 Saul had given
Michal his daughter, David's wife, to Palti the son of Laish, who was of Gallim.

I CORINTHIANS 6

Lawsuits Against Believers
6 When one of you has a grievance against another, does he dare go to law before the
unrighteous instead of the saints? 2Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world?
And if the world is to be judged by you, are you incompetent to try trivial cases? * Do you not
know that we are to judge angels? How much more, then, matters pertaining to this life! 4 So if
you have such cases, why do you lay them before those who have no standing in the church?
>1 say this to your shame. Can it be that there is no one among you wise enough to settle a
dispute between the brothers,  but brother goes to law against brother, and that before
unbelievers? ” To have lawsuits at all with one another is already a defeat for you. Why not
rather suffer wrong? Why not rather be defrauded? ® But you yourselves wrong and defraud—
even your own brothers!

® Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be
deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice
homosexuality, '® nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will
inherit the kingdom of God. "' And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were
sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

Flee Sexual Immorality

12“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful for me,”

13“Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach

but I will not be dominated by anything.
for food"—and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is not meant for sexual
immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. ** And God raised the Lord and will
also raise us up by his power. ** Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ?
Shall I then take the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! ' Or
do you not know that he who is joined to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as it is
written, “The two will become one flesh.” 7 But he who is joined to the Lord becomes one
spirit with him. "® Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the
body, but the sexually immoral person sins against his own body. ** Or do you not know that
your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not

your own, ?° for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.
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© EZEKIEL 4 Thoughs

Questions:
The Siege of Jerusalem Symbolized

4 "And you, son of man, take a brick and lay it before you, and engrave on it a city, even
Jerusalem. 2 And put siegeworks against it, and build a siege wall against it, and cast up a
mound against it. Set camps also against it, and plant battering rams against it all around.
? And you, take an iron griddle, and place it as an iron wall between you and the city; and set
your face toward it, and let it be in a state of siege, and press the siege against it. This is a sign
for the house of Israel.

4"“Then lie on your left side, and place the punishment of the house of Israel upon it. For the
number of the days that you lie on it, you shall bear their punishment. ® For I assign to you a
number of days, 390 days, equal to the number of the years of their punishment. So long shall
you bear the punishment of the house of Israel. ® And when you have completed these, you
shall lie down a second time, but on your right side, and bear the punishment of the house of
Judah. Forty days I assign you, a day for each year. ” And you shall set your face toward the
siege of Jerusalem, with your arm bared, and you shall prophesy against the city.  And behold,
I will place cords upon you, so that you cannot turn from one side to the other, till you have
completed the days of your siege.

2“And you, take wheat and barley, beans and lentils, millet and emmer, and put them into a
single vessel and make your bread from them. During the number of days that you lie on your
side, 390 days, you shall eat it. "® And your food that you eat shall be by weight, twenty shekels
a day; from day to day you shall eat it. ' And water you shall drink by measure, the sixth part
of a hin; from day to day you shall drink. > And you shall eat it as a barley cake, baking it in
their sight on human dung.” ® And the LORD said, “Thus shall the people of Israel eat their
bread unclean, among the nations where I will drive them.” ' Then I said, “Ah, Lord Gop!
Behold, I have never defiled myself. From my youth up till now I have never eaten what died of
itself or was torn by beasts, nor has tainted meat come into my mouth.” *®* Then he said to me,
“See, [ assign to you cow's dung instead of human dung, on which you may prepare your
bread.” ® Moreover, he said to me, “Son of man, behold, I will break the supply of bread in
Jerusalem. They shall eat bread by weight and with anxiety, and they shall drink water by
measure and in dismay. "I will do this that they may lack bread and water, and look at one
another in dismay, and rot away because of their punishment.

e JOURNAL A PRAYER TO THE LORD FROM YOUR READING TODAY.




