AUGUST 8

GCC 2021 READING PLAN

PRAY:

Father show us who you are. Show us your person, your power, your purposes. Overwhelm us
with a knowledge of you that penetrates our minds and imbeds itself in the deepest recesses of
our hearts. Let this knowledge so change our hearts that it results in our lives being lived in
light of who you are, what you have done and what you say is true about us in Jesus Christ.

AS YOU READ THROUGH TODAY’S PASSAGES REFLECT ON THESE QUESTIONS:

What are some things revealed in these passages about the person and character of

God? Who is he? What is he like?

What are some things that God has done to reveal who he is?

Who are you in light of God’s work? What is it that God is saying about you?

How should knowing who God is, what he has done and what he says about you change

how you live?
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Naomi Widowed

1 In the days when the judges ruled there was a famine in the land, and a man of Bethlehem in
Judah went to sojourn in the country of Moab, he and his wife and his two sons. 2 The name of
the man was Elimelech and the name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his two sons were
Mahlon and Chilion. They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into the
country of Moab and remained there. 3 But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and she
was left with her two sons. # These took Moabite wives; the name of the one was Orpah and
the name of the other Ruth. They lived there about ten years, *> and both Mahlon and Chilion
died, so that the woman was left without her two sons and her husband.

Ruth’s Loyalty to Naomi

®Then she arose with her daughters-in-law to return from the country of Moab, for she had
heard in the fields of Moab that the LoRrD had visited his people and given them food. 7 So she
set out from the place where she was with her two daughters-in-law, and they went on the
way to return to the land of Judah. # But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go, return
each of you to her mother’s house. May the LORD deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with
the dead and with me. ® The LORD grant that you may find rest, each of you in the house of her
husband!” Then she kissed them, and they lifted up their voices and wept. ' And they said to
her, “No, we will return with you to your people.” ' But Naomi said, “Turn back, my daughters;
why will you go with me? Have I yet sons in my womb that they may become your husbands?
2 Turn back, my daughters; go your way, for I am too old to have a husband. If I should say I
have hope, even if I should have a husband this night and should bear sons, '* would you
therefore wait till they were grown? Would you therefore refrain from marrying? No, my
daughters, for it is exceedingly bitter to me for your sake that the hand of the LORD has gone
out against me.” " Then they lifted up their voices and wept again. And Orpah kissed her
mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her.

> And she said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; return
after your sister-in-law.” '® But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or to return from
following you. For where you go I will go, and where you lodge I will lodge. Your people shall
be my people, and your God my God. ' Where you die I will die, and there will I be buried.
May the LORD do so to me and more also if anything but death parts me from you.” *® And
when Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no more.

Naomi and Ruth Return

1% So the two of them went on until they came to Bethlehem. And when they came to
Bethlehem, the whole town was stirred because of them. And the women said, “Is this Naomi?”



20 She said to them, “Do not call me Naomi; call me Mara, for the Almighty has dealt very
bitterly with me. 2'T went away full, and the LORD has brought me back empty. Why call me
Naomi, when the LORD has testified against me and the Almighty has brought calamity upon
me?”

2250 Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabite her daughter-in-law with her, who returned
from the country of Moab. And they came to Bethlehem at the beginning of barley harvest.

ACTS 26

Paul’'s Defense Before Agrippa

26 So Agrippa said to Paul, “You have permission to speak for yourself.” Then Paul stretched
out his hand and made his defense:

21 consider myself fortunate that it is before you, King Agrippa, I am going to make my
defense today against all the accusations of the Jews, ® especially because you are familiar with
all the customs and controversies of the Jews. Therefore I beg you to listen to me patiently.

4“My manner of life from my youth, spent from the beginning among my own nation and in
Jerusalem, is known by all the Jews. ® They have known for a long time, if they are willing to
testify, that according to the strictest party of our religion I have lived as a Pharisee. ® And now
I stand here on trial because of my hope in the promise made by God to our fathers, ” to which
our twelve tribes hope to attain, as they earnestly worship night and day. And for this hope
am accused by Jews, O king! 8 Why is it thought incredible by any of you that God raises the
dead?

®"I myself was convinced that I ought to do many things in opposing the name of Jesus of
Nazareth. ' And 1 did so in Jerusalem. I not only locked up many of the saints in prison after
receiving authority from the chief priests, but when they were put to death I cast my vote
against them. " And I punished them often in all the synagogues and tried to make them

blaspheme, and in raging fury against them I persecuted them even to foreign cities.

Paul Tells of His Conversion

12"In this connection I journeyed to Damascus with the authority and commission of the

chief priests. * At midday, O king, I saw on the way a light from heaven, brighter than the sun,
that shone around me and those who journeyed with me. ' And when we had all fallen to the
ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew language, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you
persecuting me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’ ™ And I said, 'Who are you, Lord?'
And the Lord said, T am Jesus whom you are persecuting. '® But rise and stand upon your feet,
for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you as a servant and witness to the

things in which you have seen me and to those in which I will appear to you, ' delivering you
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from your people and from the Gentiles—to whom I am sending you *®to open their eyes, so
that they may turn from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, that they may
receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’

?“Therefore, O King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, 2° but declared
first to those in Damascus, then in Jerusalem and throughout all the region of Judea, and also
to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, performing deeds in keeping with
their repentance. 2! For this reason the Jews seized me in the temple and tried to kill me. 2 To
this day I have had the help that comes from God, and so I stand here testifying both to small
and great, saying nothing but what the prophets and Moses said would come to pass: ?* that
the Christ must suffer and that, by being the first to rise from the dead, he would proclaim
light both to our people and to the Gentiles.”

24 And as he was saying these things in his defense, Festus said with a loud voice, “Paul, you
are out of your mind; your great learning is driving you out of your mind.” 2* But Paul said, "I
am not out of my mind, most excellent Festus, but I am speaking true and rational words.

%6 For the king knows about these things, and to him I speak boldly. For I am persuaded that
none of these things has escaped his notice, for this has not been done in a corner. 2 King
Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know that you believe.” 8 And Agrippa said to Paul, “In
a short time would you persuade me to be a Christian?” 2 And Paul said, "Whether short or
long, I would to God that not only you but also all who hear me this day might become such
as I am—except for these chains.”

30Then the king rose, and the governor and Bernice and those who were sitting with them.
31 And when they had withdrawn, they said to one another, “This man is doing nothing to
deserve death or imprisonment.” 3 And Agrippa said to Festus, “This man could have been set
free if he had not appealed to Caesar.”

JEREMIAH 36

Jehoiakim Burns Jeremiah's Scroll

36 In the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, this word came to Jeremiah
from the LORD: 2 “Take a scroll and write on it all the words that I have spoken to you against
Israel and Judah and all the nations, from the day I spoke to you, from the days of Josiah until
today. It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the disaster that I intend to do to them,
so that every one may turn from his evil way, and that I may forgive their iniquity and their sin.”
4 Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Neriah, and Baruch wrote on a scroll at the
dictation of Jeremiah all the words of the LORD that he had spoken to him. ® And Jeremiah
ordered Baruch, saying, “I am banned from going to the house of the LoRrD, ®so you are to go,
and on a day of fasting in the hearing of all the people in the LORD's house you shall read the
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words of the LORD from the scroll that you have written at my dictation. You shall read them
also in the hearing of all the men of Judah who come out of their cities. 7 It may be that their
plea for mercy will come before the LORD, and that every one will turn from his evil way, for
great is the anger and wrath that the LORD has pronounced against this people.”  And Baruch
the son of Neriah did all that Jeremiah the prophet ordered him about reading from the scroll
the words of the LORD in the LORD's house.

?In the fifth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, in the ninth month, all the
people in Jerusalem and all the people who came from the cities of Judah to Jerusalem
proclaimed a fast before the LORD. ' Then, in the hearing of all the people, Baruch read the
words of Jeremiah from the scroll, in the house of the LORD, in the chamber of Gemariah the
son of Shaphan the secretary, which was in the upper court, at the entry of the New Gate of
the LORD’s house.

"'When Micaiah the son of Gemariah, son of Shaphan, heard all the words of the LORD from
the scroll, " he went down to the king's house, into the secretary’s chamber, and all the
officials were sitting there: Elishama the secretary, Delaiah the son of Shemaiah, Elnathan the
son of Achbor, Gemariah the son of Shaphan, Zedekiah the son of Hananiah, and all the
officials. ** And Micaiah told them all the words that he had heard, when Baruch read the scroll
in the hearing of the people. ' Then all the officials sent Jehudi the son of Nethaniah, son of
Shelemiah, son of Cushi, to say to Baruch, “Take in your hand the scroll that you read in the
hearing of the people, and come.” So Baruch the son of Neriah took the scroll in his hand and
came to them. '® And they said to him, “Sit down and read it."” So Baruch read it to them.

6 When they heard all the words, they turned one to another in fear. And they said to Baruch,
“We must report all these words to the king.” " Then they asked Baruch, “Tell us, please, how
did you write all these words? Was it at his dictation?” *® Baruch answered them, “He dictated
all these words to me, while I wrote them with ink on the scroll.” ' Then the officials said to
Baruch, "Go and hide, you and Jeremiah, and let no one know where you are.”

2050 they went into the court to the king, having put the scroll in the chamber of Elishama
the secretary, and they reported all the words to the king. 2! Then the king sent Jehudi to get
the scroll, and he took it from the chamber of Elishama the secretary. And Jehudi read it to the
king and all the officials who stood beside the king. 21t was the ninth month, and the king was
sitting in the winter house, and there was a fire burning in the fire pot before him. 2 As Jehudi
read three or four columns, the king would cut them off with a knife and throw them into the
fire in the fire pot, until the entire scroll was consumed in the fire that was in the fire pot. 24 Yet
neither the king nor any of his servants who heard all these words was afraid, nor did they tear
their garments. 2° Even when Elnathan and Delaiah and Gemariah urged the king not to burn
the scroll, he would not listen to them. 26 And the king commanded Jerahmeel the king's son
and Seraiah the son of Azriel and Shelemiah the son of Abdeel to seize Baruch the secretary
and Jeremiah the prophet, but the LorD hid them.

27 Now after the king had burned the scroll with the words that Baruch wrote at Jeremiah'’s
dictation, the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah: 28 “Take another scroll and write on it all the
former words that were in the first scroll, which Jehoiakim the king of Judah has burned. ?* And
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concerning Jehoiakim king of Judah you shall say, 'Thus says the LORD, You have burned this

Notes
scroll, saying, “Why have you written in it that the king of Babylon will certainly come and Thoughts
destroy this land, and will cut off from it man and beast?” *® Therefore thus says the LORD Questions:

concerning Jehoiakim king of Judah: He shall have none to sit on the throne of David, and his
dead body shall be cast out to the heat by day and the frost by night. 3' And I will punish him
and his offspring and his servants for their iniquity. I will bring upon them and upon the
inhabitants of Jerusalem and upon the people of Judah all the disaster that I have pronounced
against them, but they would not hear."”

32 Then Jeremiah took another scroll and gave it to Baruch the scribe, the son of Neriah, who
wrote on it at the dictation of Jeremiah all the words of the scroll that Jehoiakim king of Judah
had burned in the fire. And many similar words were added to them.

e JOURNAL A PRAYER TO THE LORD FROM YOUR READING TODAY.




