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Father show us who you are. Show us your person, your power, your purposes. Overwhelm us
with a knowledge of you that penetrates our minds and imbeds itself in the deepest recesses of Thoughts
our hearts. Let this knowledge so change our hearts that it results in our lives being lived in Questions:

light of who you are, what you have done and what you say is true about us in Jesus Christ.

AS YOU READ THROUGH TODAY’S PASSAGES REFLECT ON THESE QUESTIONS:

What are some things revealed in these passages about the person and character of

God? Who is he? What is he like?

What are some things that God has done to reveal who he is?

Who are you in light of God’s work? What is it that God is saying about you?

How should knowing who God is, what he has done and what he says about you change

how you live?




JUDGES 11:12-40

2Then Jephthah sent messengers to the king of the Ammonites and said, “What do you
have against me, that you have come to me to fight against my land?” * And the king of the
Ammonites answered the messengers of Jephthah, “Because Israel on coming up from Egypt
took away my land, from the Arnon to the Jabbok and to the Jordan; now therefore restore it
peaceably.” " Jephthah again sent messengers to the king of the Ammonites '® and said to
him, “Thus says Jephthah: Israel did not take away the land of Moab or the land of the
Ammonites, '® but when they came up from Egypt, Israel went through the wilderness to the
Red Sea and came to Kadesh. ' Israel then sent messengers to the king of Edom, saying,
'Please let us pass through your land,” but the king of Edom would not listen. And they sent
also to the king of Moab, but he would not consent. So Israel remained at Kadesh.

'8 “Then they journeyed through the wilderness and went around the land of Edom and the
land of Moab and arrived on the east side of the land of Moab and camped on the other side
of the Arnon. But they did not enter the territory of Moab, for the Arnon was the boundary of
Moab. Israel then sent messengers to Sihon king of the Amorites, king of Heshbon, and
Israel said to him, ‘Please let us pass through your land to our country,’ 2° but Sihon did not
trust Israel to pass through his territory, so Sihon gathered all his people together and
encamped at Jahaz and fought with Israel. 2 And the LoRD, the God of Israel, gave Sihon and
all his people into the hand of Israel, and they defeated them. So Israel took possession of all
the land of the Amorites, who inhabited that country. 2 And they took possession of all the
territory of the Amorites from the Arnon to the Jabbok and from the wilderness to the Jordan.
3 50 then the LORD, the God of Israel, dispossessed the Amorites from before his people Israel;
and are you to take possession of them? 2* Will you not possess what Chemosh your god gives
you to possess? And all that the LORD our God has dispossessed before us, we will possess.

%5 Now are you any better than Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab? Did he ever contend
against Israel, or did he ever go to war with them? 26 While Israel lived in Heshbon and its
villages, and in Aroer and its villages, and in all the cities that are on the banks of the Arnon,
300 years, why did you not deliver them within that time? ?”I therefore have not sinned against
you, and you do me wrong by making war on me. The LORD, the Judge, decide this day
between the people of Israel and the people of Ammon.” 28 But the king of the Ammonites did
not listen to the words of Jephthah that he sent to him.

Jephthah’s Tragic Vow

29 Then the Spirit of the LORD was upon Jephthah, and he passed through Gilead and
Manasseh and passed on to Mizpah of Gilead, and from Mizpah of Gilead he passed on to the
Ammonites. 3® And Jephthah made a vow to the LORD and said, “If you will give the Ammonites
into my hand, 3! then whatever comes out from the doors of my house to meet me when I
return in peace from the Ammonites shall be the LorRD's, and I will offer it up for a burnt
offering.” 32 So Jephthah crossed over to the Ammonites to fight against them, and the LOrRD
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gave them into his hand. 33 And he struck them from Aroer to the neighborhood of Minnith,
twenty cities, and as far as Abel-keramim, with a great blow. So the Ammonites were subdued
before the people of Israel.

34 Then Jephthah came to his home at Mizpah. And behold, his daughter came out to meet
him with tambourines and with dances. She was his only child; besides her he had neither son
nor daughter. 3* And as soon as he saw her, he tore his clothes and said, “Alas, my daughter!
You have brought me very low, and you have become the cause of great trouble to me. For I
have opened my mouth to the LORD, and I cannot take back my vow.” 3¢ And she said to him,
"My father, you have opened your mouth to the LORD; do to me according to what has gone
out of your mouth, now that the LORD has avenged you on your enemies, on the Ammonites.”
3750 she said to her father, “Let this thing be done for me: leave me alone two months, that I
may go up and down on the mountains and weep for my virginity, [ and my companions.”
350 he said, “Go.” Then he sent her away for two months, and she departed, she and her
companions, and wept for her virginity on the mountains. 3 And at the end of two months, she
returned to her father, who did with her according to his vow that he had made. She had never
known a man, and it became a custom in Israel 4° that the daughters of Israel went year by year
to lament the daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite four days in the year.

ACTS 15

The Jerusalem Council

15 But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, “Unless you are
circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 And after Paul and
Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the
others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about this
question. 3 So, being sent on their way by the church, they passed through both Phoenicia and
Samaria, describing in detail the conversion of the Gentiles, and brought great joy to all the
brothers. * When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles
and the elders, and they declared all that God had done with them. 3 But some believers who
belonged to the party of the Pharisees rose up and said, "It is necessary to circumcise them
and to order them to keep the law of Moses.”

®The apostles and the elders were gathered together to consider this matter. 7 And after
there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, "Brothers, you know that in the
early days God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the
word of the gospel and believe. 8 And God, who knows the heart, bore witness to them, by
giving them the Holy Spirit just as he did to us, ®and he made no distinction between us and
them, having cleansed their hearts by faith. ' Now, therefore, why are you putting God to the
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test by placing a yoke on the neck of the disciples that neither our fathers nor we have been
able to bear? ' But we believe that we will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just
as they will.”

12 And all the assembly fell silent, and they listened to Barnabas and Paul as they related
what signs and wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles. ' After they
finished speaking, James replied, “Brothers, listen to me. * Simeon has related how God first
visited the Gentiles, to take from them a people for his name. ** And with this the words of the
prophets agree, just as it is written,

16 “After this I will return,

and I will rebuild the tent of David that has fallen;
I will rebuild its ruins,
and I will restore it,
that the remnant of mankind may seek the Lord,
and all the Gentiles who are called by my name,

says the Lord, who makes these things '® known from of old.’

¥ Therefore my judgment is that we should not trouble those of the Gentiles who turn to God,
20 byt should write to them to abstain from the things polluted by idols, and from sexual
immorality, and from what has been strangled, and from blood. #! For from ancient
generations Moses has had in every city those who proclaim him, for he is read every Sabbath
in the synagogues.”

The Council’s Letter to Gentile Believers

2 Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the whole church, to choose
men from among them and send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas. They sent Judas
called Barsabbas, and Silas, leading men among the brothers, 2 with the following letter: “The
brothers, both the apostles and the elders, to the brothers who are of the Gentiles in Antioch
and Syria and Cilicia, greetings. 2* Since we have heard that some persons have gone out from
us and troubled you with words, unsettling your minds, although we gave them no
instructions, 2* it has seemed good to us, having come to one accord, to choose men and send

|, 26 men who have risked their lives for the

them to you with our beloved Barnabas and Pau
name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 27 We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, who themselves will
tell you the same things by word of mouth. 2 For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to
us to lay on you no greater burden than these requirements: 2° that you abstain from what has
been sacrificed to idols, and from blood, and from what has been strangled, and from sexual

immorality. If you keep yourselves from these, you will do well. Farewell.”
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30So when they were sent off, they went down to Antioch, and having gathered the
congregation together, they delivered the letter. ' And when they had read it, they rejoiced
because of its encouragement. 32 And Judas and Silas, who were themselves prophets,
encouraged and strengthened the brothers with many words. 33 And after they had spent
some time, they were sent off in peace by the brothers to those who had sent them. 3* But Paul
and Barnabas remained in Antioch, teaching and preaching the word of the Lord, with many
others also.

Paul and Barnabas Separate

36 And after some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us return and visit the brothers in every
city where we proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see how they are.” 3” Now Barnabas
wanted to take with them John called Mark. 38 But Paul thought best not to take with them one
who had withdrawn from them in Pamphylia and had not gone with them to the work. 3° And
there arose a sharp disagreement, so that they separated from each other. Barnabas took Mark
with him and sailed away to Cyprus, *® but Paul chose Silas and departed, having been
commended by the brothers to the grace of the Lord. *! And he went through Syria and Cilicia,
strengthening the churches.

JEREMIAH 24
The Good Figs and the Bad Figs

24 After Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had taken into exile from Jerusalem Jeconiah the
son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, together with the officials of Judah, the craftsmen, and the
metal workers, and had brought them to Babylon, the LorRD showed me this vision: behold,
two baskets of figs placed before the temple of the LORD. 2 One basket had very good figs,
like first-ripe figs, but the other basket had very bad figs, so bad that they could not be eaten.
? And the LorD said to me, “What do you see, Jeremiah?” I said, “Figs, the good figs very
good, and the bad figs very bad, so bad that they cannot be eaten.”

4Then the word of the LORD came to me: ® “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Like these
good figs, so I will regard as good the exiles from Judah, whom I have sent away from this
place to the land of the Chaldeans. ®I will set my eyes on them for good, and I will bring them
back to this land. I will build them up, and not tear them down; I will plant them, and not
pluck them up. "I will give them a heart to know that I am the LORD, and they shall be my
people and I will be their God, for they shall return to me with their whole heart.

8 “But thus says the LORD: Like the bad figs that are so bad they cannot be eaten, so will I
treat Zedekiah the king of Judah, his officials, the remnant of Jerusalem who remain in this
land, and those who dwell in the land of Egypt. I will make them a horror to all the kingdoms
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of the earth, to be a reproach, a byword, a taunt, and a curse in all the places where I shall
drive them. '® And I will send sword, famine, and pestilence upon them, until they shall be
utterly destroyed from the land that [ gave to them and their fathers.”

MARK 10

Teaching About Divorce
10 And he left there and went to the region of Judea and beyond the Jordan, and crowds
gathered to him again. And again, as was his custom, he taught them.

2 And Pharisees came up and in order to test him asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his
wife?” 3 He answered them, “What did Moses command you?" * They said, “Moses allowed a
man to write a certificate of divorce and to send her away.” ®* And Jesus said to them, “Because
of your hardness of heart he wrote you this commandment. ® But from the beginning of
creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ 7 ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and
mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer
two but one flesh. ® What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.”

1% And in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. ' And he said to them,
“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her, ' and if she

divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.”

Let the Children Come to Me

12 And they were bringing children to him that he might touch them, and the disciples
rebuked them. ™ But when Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the children
come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. ** Truly, I say to
you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.” '® And he

took them in his arms and blessed them, laying his hands on them.

The Rich Young Man

7 And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before him and asked
him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” ® And Jesus said to him, “Why do
you call me good? No one is good except God alone. ** You know the commandments: ‘Do
not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud,
Honor your father and mother.” ” 2° And he said to him, “Teacher, all these I have kept from my
youth.” ' And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all
that you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow
me."” # Disheartened by the saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.

2 And Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How difficult it will be for those who
have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 2 And the disciples were amazed at his words. But
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Jesus said to them again, “Children, how difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God! ?*It is
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the
kingdom of God.” 26 And they were exceedingly astonished, and said to him, “Then who can be
saved?” 27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man it is impossible, but not with God. For all
things are possible with God.” 28 Peter began to say to him, “See, we have left everything and
followed you.” ?° Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers
or sisters or mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, 3® who will
not receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and
children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life. 3! But many who are

first will be last, and the last first.”

Jesus Foretells His Death a Third Time

32 And they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking ahead of them.
And they were amazed, and those who followed were afraid. And taking the twelve again, he
began to tell them what was to happen to him, * saying, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem,
and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will
condemn him to death and deliver him over to the Gentiles. 3 And they will mock him and spit

on him, and flog him and kill him. And after three days he will rise.”

The Request of James and John

35 And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and said to him, “Teacher, we
want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” *® And he said to them, “What do you want me
to do for you?” 37 And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your
left, in your glory.” 38 Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able
to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?”
39 And they said to him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will
drink, and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized, % but to sit at my
right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.”
41 And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James and John. 2 And Jesus
called them to him and said to them, “You know that those who are considered rulers of the
Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 43 But it shall not
be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, #and
whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. * For even the Son of Man came not

to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

Jesus Heals Blind Bartimaeus

46 And they came to Jericho. And as he was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a great
crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son of Timaeus, was sitting by the roadside. 4’ And
when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David,
have mercy on me!” *® And many rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the
more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” ° And Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” And they
called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart. Get up; he is calling you.” 3® And throwing off
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his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. ' And Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to Notes

" . . . " . . n 52 .
do for you?” And the blind man said to him, “Rabbi, let me recover my sight.” > And Jesus said Thoughts
to him, “Go your way; your faith has made you well.” And immediately he recovered his sight Questions:

and followed him on the way.

e THE UNSAVED CHRISTIAN By pean INSERRA

Finish Chapter 14 of The Unsaved Christian. Work through the discussion questions
at the end of the chapter.

e JOURNAL A PRAYER TO THE LORD FROM YOUR READING TODAY.




