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PRAY: Notes
Father show us who you are. Show us your person, your power, your purposes. Overwhelm us
with a knowledge of you that penetrates our minds and imbeds itself in the deepest recesses of Thoughts
our hearts. Let this knowledge so change our hearts that it results in our lives being lived in Questions:

light of who you are, what you have done and what you say is true about us in Jesus Christ.

AS YOU READ THROUGH TODAY’S PASSAGES REFLECT ON THESE QUESTIONS:

What are some things revealed in these passages about the person and character of

God? Who is he? What is he like?

What are some things that God has done to reveal who he is?

Who are you in light of God’s work? What is it that God is saying about you?

How should knowing who God is, what he has done and what he says about you change

how you live?




Notes
e JUDGES 7 Thoughts

Questions:

Gideon’s Three Hundred Men

7 Then Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all the people who were with him rose early and
encamped beside the spring of Harod. And the camp of Midian was north of them, by the hill
of Moreh, in the valley.

2The LORD said to Gideon, “The people with you are too many for me to give the Midianites
into their hand, lest Israel boast over me, saying, ‘My own hand has saved me.’ 3 Now therefore
proclaim in the ears of the people, saying, ‘Whoever is fearful and trembling, let him return
home and hurry away from Mount Gilead." ” Then 22,000 of the people returned, and 10,000
remained.

4 And the LORD said to Gideon, “The people are still too many. Take them down to the water,
and I will test them for you there, and anyone of whom I say to you, ‘This one shall go with
you,' shall go with you, and anyone of whom I say to you, ‘This one shall not go with you,’ shall
not go.” ® So he brought the people down to the water. And the LORD said to Gideon, “Every
one who laps the water with his tongue, as a dog laps, you shall set by himself. Likewise, every
one who kneels down to drink.” ® And the number of those who lapped, putting their hands to
their mouths, was 300 men, but all the rest of the people knelt down to drink water. 7 And the
LORD said to Gideon, "With the 300 men who lapped I will save you and give the Midianites
into your hand, and let all the others go every man to his home.” ® So the people took
provisions in their hands, and their trumpets. And he sent all the rest of Israel every man to his
tent, but retained the 300 men. And the camp of Midian was below him in the valley.

®That same night the LORD said to him, “Arise, go down against the camp, for I have given it
into your hand. ' But if you are afraid to go down, go down to the camp with Purah your
servant. " And you shall hear what they say, and afterward your hands shall be strengthened
to go down against the camp.” Then he went down with Purah his servant to the outposts of
the armed men who were in the camp. ' And the Midianites and the Amalekites and all the
people of the East lay along the valley like locusts in abundance, and their camels were without
number, as the sand that is on the seashore in abundance. '* When Gideon came, behold, a
man was telling a dream to his comrade. And he said, “Behold, I dreamed a dream, and
behold, a cake of barley bread tumbled into the camp of Midian and came to the tent and
struck it so that it fell and turned it upside down, so that the tent lay flat.” ' And his comrade
answered, “This is no other than the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel; God
has given into his hand Midian and all the camp.”

15 As soon as Gideon heard the telling of the dream and its interpretation, he worshiped.
And he returned to the camp of Israel and said, “Arise, for the LORD has given the host of

Midian into your hand.” ® And he divided the 300 men into three companies and put trumpets

into the hands of all of them and empty jars, with torches inside the jars. "7 And he said to

them, “Look at me, and do likewise. When I come to the outskirts of the camp, do as I do.



18 When I blow the trumpet, I and all who are with me, then blow the trumpets also on every

side of all the camp and shout, ‘For the LORD and for Gideon." "

Gideon Defeats Midian

19So Gideon and the hundred men who were with him came to the outskirts of the camp at
the beginning of the middle watch, when they had just set the watch. And they blew the
trumpets and smashed the jars that were in their hands. 2° Then the three companies blew the
trumpets and broke the jars. They held in their left hands the torches, and in their right hands
the trumpets to blow. And they cried out, “A sword for the LORD and for Gideon!” 2! Every man
stood in his place around the camp, and all the army ran. They cried out and fled. 2 When they
blew the 300 trumpets, the LORD set every man'’s sword against his comrade and against all the
army. And the army fled as far as Beth-shittah toward Zererah, as far as the border of Abel-
meholah, by Tabbath. 2 And the men of Israel were called out from Naphtali and from Asher
and from all Manasseh, and they pursued after Midian.

24 Gideon sent messengers throughout all the hill country of Ephraim, saying, “Come down
against the Midianites and capture the waters against them, as far as Beth-barah, and also the
Jordan.” So all the men of Ephraim were called out, and they captured the waters as far as
Beth-barah, and also the Jordan. 25 And they captured the two princes of Midian, Oreb and
Zeeb. They killed Oreb at the rock of Oreb, and Zeeb they killed at the winepress of Zeeb. Then
they pursued Midian, and they brought the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon across the

Jordan.

ACTS 11

Peter Reports to the Church

11 Now the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also
had received the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcision party
criticized him, saying, 3 “You went to uncircumcised men and ate with them.” 4 But Peter began

and explained it to them in order: 3 “

I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a
vision, something like a great sheet descending, being let down from heaven by its four
corners, and it came down to me. ¢ Looking at it closely, I observed animals and beasts of prey
and reptiles and birds of the air. ” And I heard a voice saying to me, 'Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’

8 But I said, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing common or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’
9 But the voice answered a second time from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, do not call
common.’ 1 This happened three times, and all was drawn up again into heaven. "' And
behold, at that very moment three men arrived at the house in which we were, sent to me
from Caesarea. > And the Spirit told me to go with them, making no distinction. These six

brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. * And he told us how he had
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seen the angel stand in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon who is called Peter;
" he will declare to you a message by which you will be saved, you and all your household.’

15 As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them just as on us at the beginning. 1® And I
remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, 'John baptized with water, but you will be
baptized with the Holy Spirit. 17 If then God gave the same gift to them as he gave to us when
we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in God's way?” '® When they
heard these things they fell silent. And they glorified God, saying, “Then to the Gentiles also

God has granted repentance that leads to life.”

The Church in Antioch

¥ Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose over Stephen
traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except Jews.
20 Byt there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke
to the Hellenists also, preaching the Lord Jesus. 2! And the hand of the Lord was with them,
and a great number who believed turned to the Lord. 2 The report of this came to the ears of
the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 2 When he came and saw the
grace of God, he was glad, and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with
steadfast purpose, 24 for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great
many people were added to the Lord. 2° So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and
when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church
and taught a great many people. And in Antioch the disciples were first called Christians.

27 Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 And one of them
named Agabus stood up and foretold by the Spirit that there would be a great famine over all
the world (this took place in the days of Claudius). #° So the disciples determined, every one
according to his ability, to send relief to the brothers living in Judea. 3° And they did so,
sending it to the elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul.

JEREMIAH 20

Jeremiah Persecuted by Pashhur

20 Now Pashhur the priest, the son of Immer, who was chief officer in the house of the LORD,
heard Jeremiah prophesying these things. 2 Then Pashhur beat Jeremiah the prophet, and put
him in the stocks that were in the upper Benjamin Gate of the house of the LORD. 3 The next
day, when Pashhur released Jeremiah from the stocks, Jeremiah said to him, “The LORD does
not call your name Pashhur, but Terror on Every Side. 4 For thus says the LORD: Behold, I will
make you a terror to yourself and to all your friends. They shall fall by the sword of their
enemies while you look on. And I will give all Judah into the hand of the king of Babylon. He

shall carry them captive to Babylon, and shall strike them down with the sword. ® Moreover, I
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will give all the wealth of the city, all its gains, all its prized belongings, and all the treasures of
the kings of Judah into the hand of their enemies, who shall plunder them and seize them
and carry them to Babylon. ® And you, Pashhur, and all who dwell in your house, shall go into
captivity. To Babylon you shall go, and there you shall die, and there you shall be buried, you
and all your friends, to whom you have prophesied falsely.”

7 O LoRrD, you have deceived me,

and I was deceived;
you are stronger than [,
and you have prevailed.
I have become a laughingstock all the day;
everyone mocks me.
For whenever I speak, I cry out,
I shout, "Violence and destruction!”
For the word of the LORD has become for me
a reproach and derision all day long.
If I say, "I will not mention him,
or speak any more in his name,”
there is in my heart as it were a burning fire
shut up in my bones,
and I am weary with holding it in,
and I cannot.
For I hear many whispering.
Terror is on every side!
“Denounce him! Let us denounce him!”
say all my close friends,
watching for my fall.

“Perhaps he will be deceived;
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then we can overcome him
and take our revenge on him.”

But the LORD is with me as a dread warrior;
therefore my persecutors will stumble;
they will not overcome me.

They will be greatly shamed,
for they will not succeed.

Their eternal dishonor
will never be forgotten.

O LORD of hosts, who tests the righteous,
who sees the heart and the mind,

let me see your vengeance upon them,
for to you have I committed my cause.

Sing to the LORD;
praise the LORD!

For he has delivered the life of the needy

from the hand of evildoers.

Cursed be the day
on which I was born!
The day when my mother bore me,
let it not be blessed!
Cursed be the man who brought the news to my father,
“A son is born to you,”
making him very glad.

Let that man be like the cities
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that the LORD overthrew without pity; Notes

let him hear a cry in the morning Thoughts
Questions:

and an alarm at noon,

17 because he did not kill me in the womb;

so my mother would have been my grave,

and her womb forever great.

18 Why did I come out from the womb

to see toil and sorrow,

and spend my days in shame?

© MARKs6

Jesus Rejected at Nazareth

6 He went away from there and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. 2 And
on the Sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were
astonished, saying, "Where did this man get these things? What is the wisdom given to him?
How are such mighty works done by his hands? 3Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and
brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon? And are not his sisters here with us?” And
they took offense at him. # And Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor, except in
his hometown and among his relatives and in his own household.” ®* And he could do no
mighty work there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and healed them. ® And
he marveled because of their unbelief.

And he went about among the villages teaching.

Jesus Sends Out the Twelve Apostles

7 And he called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave them
authority over the unclean spirits. 8 He charged them to take nothing for their journey except a
staff—no bread, no bag, no money in their belts— ® but to wear sandals and not put on two
tunics. ' And he said to them, “Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you depart from
there. " And if any place will not receive you and they will not listen to you, when you leave,

shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.” 12 So they went out and

proclaimed that people should repent. ' And they cast out many demons and anointed with

oil many who were sick and healed them.



The Death of John the Baptist

4 King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some said, “John the Baptist
has been raised from the dead. That is why these miraculous powers are at work in him.” 15 But
others said, “He is Elijah.” And others said, “He is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.”

6 But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.” ' For it was
Herod who had sent and seized John and bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his
brother Philip’s wife, because he had married her. ® For John had been saying to Herod, "It is
not lawful for you to have your brother's wife.” 1 And Herodias had a grudge against him and
wanted to put him to death. But she could not, 2° for Herod feared John, knowing that he was
a righteous and holy man, and he kept him safe. When he heard him, he was greatly
perplexed, and yet he heard him gladly.

21 But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his nobles and
military commanders and the leading men of Galilee. 22 For when Herodias's daughter came in
and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests. And the king said to the girl, “Ask me for
whatever you wish, and I will give it to you.” 2 And he vowed to her, “Whatever you ask me, I
will give you, up to half of my kingdom.” 2* And she went out and said to her mother, “For
what should I ask?” And she said, “The head of John the Baptist.” 2® And she came in
immediately with haste to the king and asked, saying, “I want you to give me at once the head
of John the Baptist on a platter.” 26 And the king was exceedingly sorry, but because of his
oaths and his guests he did not want to break his word to her. 2 And immediately the king
sent an executioner with orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in the prison
28 and brought his head on a platter and gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it to her mother.
29 When his disciples heard of it, they came and took his body and laid it in a tomb.

Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand

30The apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that they had done and taught. 3! And he
said to them, "Come away by yourselves to a desolate place and rest a while.” For many were
coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. 3 And they went away in the boat to a
desolate place by themselves. 33 Now many saw them going and recognized them, and they
ran there on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of them. 3 When he went ashore he
saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a
shepherd. And he began to teach them many things. ** And when it grew late, his disciples
came to him and said, “This is a desolate place, and the hour is now late. 3¢ Send them away to
go into the surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat.” 37 But
he answered them, "You give them something to eat.” And they said to him, “Shall we go and
buy two hundred denarii worth of bread and give it to them to eat?” 38 And he said to them,
“How many loaves do you have? Go and see.” And when they had found out, they said, “Five,
and two fish.” 3 Then he commanded them all to sit down in groups on the green grass. *° So
they sat down in groups, by hundreds and by fifties. ' And taking the five loaves and the two
fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing and broke the loaves and gave them to the

disciples to set before the people. And he divided the two fish among them all. 4> And they all

Notes
Thoughts

Questions:




ate and were satisfied. 43 And they took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of the fish.

44 And those who ate the loaves were five thousand men.

Jesus Walks on the Water

4> Immediately he made his disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side,
to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. 6 And after he had taken leave of them, he went
up on the mountain to pray. ” And when evening came, the boat was out on the sea, and he
was alone on the land. 48 And he saw that they were making headway painfully, for the wind
was against them. And about the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the
sea. He meant to pass by them, 4° but when they saw him walking on the sea they thought it
was a ghost, and cried out, 3 for they all saw him and were terrified. But immediately he spoke
to them and said, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” ®* And he got into the boat with them,
and the wind ceased. And they were utterly astounded, 52 for they did not understand about

the loaves, but their hearts were hardened.

Jesus Heals the Sick in Gennesaret

>3 When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored to the shore.
>4 And when they got out of the boat, the people immediately recognized him ** and ran about
the whole region and began to bring the sick people on their beds to wherever they heard he
was. °¢ And wherever he came, in villages, cities, or countryside, they laid the sick in the
marketplaces and implored him that they might touch even the fringe of his garment. And as

many as touched it were made well.
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Finish Chapter 12 of The Unsaved Christian. Work through the discussion questions
at the end of the chapter.

JOURNAL A PRAYER TO THE LORD FROM YOUR READING TODAY.
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