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PRAY: 
Father show us who you are. Show us your person, your power, your purposes. Overwhelm us 
with a knowledge of you that penetrates our minds and imbeds itself in the deepest recesses of 
our hearts. Let this knowledge so change our hearts that it results in our lives being lived in 
light of who you are, what you have done and what you say is true about us in Jesus Christ.  
 
 

 
AS YOU READ THROUGH TODAY’S PASSAGES REFLECT ON THESE QUESTIONS: 

What are some things revealed in these passages about the person and character of 

God? Who is he? What is he like?  

 

 

 

What are some things that God has done to reveal who he is?  

 

 

 

Who are you in light of God’s work? What is it that God is saying about you? 

 

 

 

How should knowing who God is, what he has done and what he says about you change 

how you live?  
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 JOSHUA 22 
  

The Eastern Tribes Return Home  

22 At that time Joshua summoned the Reubenites and the Gadites and the half-tribe of 

Manasseh, 2 and said to them, “You have kept all that Moses the servant of the LORD 

commanded you and have obeyed my voice in all that I have commanded you. 3 You have not 

forsaken your brothers these many days, down to this day, but have been careful to keep the 

charge of the LORD your God. 4 And now the LORD your God has given rest to your brothers, as 

he promised them. Therefore turn and go to your tents in the land where your possession lies, 

which Moses the servant of the LORD gave you on the other side of the Jordan. 5 Only be very 

careful to observe the commandment and the law that Moses the servant of the LORD 

commanded you, to love the LORD your God, and to walk in all his ways and to keep his 

commandments and to cling to him and to serve him with all your heart and with all your 

soul.” 6 So Joshua blessed them and sent them away, and they went to their tents.  
7 Now to the one half of the tribe of Manasseh Moses had given a possession in Bashan, but 

to the other half Joshua had given a possession beside their brothers in the land west of the 

Jordan. And when Joshua sent them away to their homes and blessed them, 8 he said to them, 

“Go back to your tents with much wealth and with very much livestock, with silver, gold, 

bronze, and iron, and with much clothing. Divide the spoil of your enemies with your brothers.” 
9 So the people of Reuben and the people of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh returned 

home, parting from the people of Israel at Shiloh, which is in the land of Canaan, to go to the 

land of Gilead, their own land of which they had possessed themselves by command of the 

LORD through Moses.  

The Eastern Tribes’ Altar of Witness  

10 And when they came to the region of the Jordan that is in the land of Canaan, the people 

of Reuben and the people of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh built there an altar by the 

Jordan, an altar of imposing size. 11 And the people of Israel heard it said, “Behold, the people 

of Reuben and the people of Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh have built the altar at the 

frontier of the land of Canaan, in the region about the Jordan, on the side that belongs to the 

people of Israel.” 12 And when the people of Israel heard of it, the whole assembly of the 

people of Israel gathered at Shiloh to make war against them.  
13 Then the people of Israel sent to the people of Reuben and the people of Gad and the 

half-tribe of Manasseh, in the land of Gilead, Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, 14 and with 

him ten chiefs, one from each of the tribal families of Israel, every one of them the head of a 

family among the clans of Israel. 15 And they came to the people of Reuben, the people of Gad, 

and the half-tribe of Manasseh, in the land of Gilead, and they said to them, 16 “Thus says the 

whole congregation of the LORD, ‘What is this breach of faith that you have committed against 

the God of Israel in turning away this day from following the LORD by building yourselves an 
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altar this day in rebellion against the LORD? 17 Have we not had enough of the sin at Peor from 

which even yet we have not cleansed ourselves, and for which there came a plague upon the 

congregation of the LORD, 18 that you too must turn away this day from following the LORD? 

And if you too rebel against the LORD today then tomorrow he will be angry with the whole 

congregation of Israel. 19 But now, if the land of your possession is unclean, pass over into the 

LORD’s land where the LORD’s tabernacle stands, and take for yourselves a possession among 

us. Only do not rebel against the LORD or make us as rebels by building for yourselves an altar 

other than the altar of the LORD our God. 20 Did not Achan the son of Zerah break faith in the 

matter of the devoted things, and wrath fell upon all the congregation of Israel? And he did 

not perish alone for his iniquity.’ ”  
21 Then the people of Reuben, the people of Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh said in 

answer to the heads of the families of Israel, 22 “The Mighty One, God, the LORD! The Mighty 

One, God, the LORD! He knows; and let Israel itself know! If it was in rebellion or in breach of 

faith against the LORD, do not spare us today 23 for building an altar to turn away from 

following the LORD. Or if we did so to offer burnt offerings or grain offerings or peace offerings 

on it, may the LORD himself take vengeance. 24 No, but we did it from fear that in time to come 

your children might say to our children, ‘What have you to do with the LORD, the God of Israel? 
25 For the LORD has made the Jordan a boundary between us and you, you people of Reuben 

and people of Gad. You have no portion in the LORD.’ So your children might make our 

children cease to worship the LORD. 26 Therefore we said, ‘Let us now build an altar, not for 

burnt offering, nor for sacrifice, 27 but to be a witness between us and you, and between our 

generations after us, that we do perform the service of the LORD in his presence with our burnt 

offerings and sacrifices and peace offerings, so your children will not say to our children in 

time to come, “You have no portion in the LORD.” ’ 28 And we thought, ‘If this should be said to 

us or to our descendants in time to come, we should say, “Behold, the copy of the altar of the 

LORD, which our fathers made, not for burnt offerings, nor for sacrifice, but to be a witness 

between us and you.” ’ 29 Far be it from us that we should rebel against the LORD and turn away 

this day from following the LORD by building an altar for burnt offering, grain offering, or 

sacrifice, other than the altar of the LORD our God that stands before his tabernacle!”  
30 When Phinehas the priest and the chiefs of the congregation, the heads of the families of 

Israel who were with him, heard the words that the people of Reuben and the people of Gad 

and the people of Manasseh spoke, it was good in their eyes. 31 And Phinehas the son of 

Eleazar the priest said to the people of Reuben and the people of Gad and the people of 

Manasseh, “Today we know that the LORD is in our midst, because you have not committed this 

breach of faith against the LORD. Now you have delivered the people of Israel from the hand of 

the LORD.”  
32 Then Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, and the chiefs, returned from the people of 

Reuben and the people of Gad in the land of Gilead to the land of Canaan, to the people of 

Israel, and brought back word to them. 33 And the report was good in the eyes of the people of 

Israel. And the people of Israel blessed God and spoke no more of making war against them to 

destroy the land where the people of Reuben and the people of Gad were settled. 34 The 
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people of Reuben and the people of Gad called the altar Witness, “For,” they said, “it is a 

witness between us that the LORD is God.”  

 

 

 

 

 ACTS 2 

The Coming of the Holy Spirit  

2 When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly there 

came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where 

they were sitting. 3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of 

them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the 

Spirit gave them utterance.  
5 Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. 

6 And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one 

was hearing them speak in his own language. 7 And they were amazed and astonished, saying, 

“Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us in his 

own native language? 9 Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, 

Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 

Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11 both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and 

Arabians—we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.” 12 And all were 

amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others mocking 

said, “They are filled with new wine.”  

Peter’s Sermon at Pentecost  

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men of Judea 

and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words. 15 For these 

people are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. 16 But this is 

what was uttered through the prophet Joel:  

 17  “ ‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares,  

  that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh,  

  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,  

and your young men shall see visions,  

and your old men shall dream dreams;  

 18  even on my male servants and female servants  
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in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy.  

 19  And I will show wonders in the heavens above  

and signs on the earth below,  

blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke;  

 20  the sun shall be turned to darkness  

and the moon to blood,  

before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day.  

 21  And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be 

saved.’  

22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with 

mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you 

yourselves know— 23 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge 

of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 24 God raised him up, loosing the 

pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it. 25 For David says 

concerning him,  

  “ ‘I saw the Lord always before me,  

for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken;  

 26  therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;  

my flesh also will dwell in hope.  

 27  For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,  

or let your Holy One see corruption.  

 28  You have made known to me the paths of life;  

you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’  

29 “Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he both died 

and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Being therefore a prophet, and knowing 

that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would set one of his descendants on his 

throne, 31 he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not 

abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. 32 This Jesus God raised up, and of that 

we all are witnesses. 33 Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received 



 

 6 

Notes 

Thoughts 

Questions: 

from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are 

seeing and hearing. 34 For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says,  

  “ ‘The Lord said to my Lord,  

  “Sit at my right hand,  

 35  until I make your enemies your footstool.” ’  

36 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and 

Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”  

37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the 

apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized 

every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will 

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and for your children and for all 

who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” 40 And with many other 

words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this 

crooked generation.” 41 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added 

that day about three thousand souls.  

The Fellowship of the Believers  

42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and 

signs were being done through the apostles. 44 And all who believed were together and had all 

things in common. 45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing 

the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple together and 

breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 
47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day 

by day those who were being saved.  

 

 

 

 JEREMIAH 11 
 

The Broken Covenant  

11 The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2 “Hear the words of this covenant, and 

speak to the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 3 You shall say to them, Thus 

says the LORD, the God of Israel: Cursed be the man who does not hear the words of this 

covenant 4 that I commanded your fathers when I brought them out of the land of Egypt, 

from the iron furnace, saying, Listen to my voice, and do all that I command you. So shall you 
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be my people, and I will be your God, 5 that I may confirm the oath that I swore to your 

fathers, to give them a land flowing with milk and honey, as at this day.” Then I answered, “So 

be it, LORD.”  
6 And the LORD said to me, “Proclaim all these words in the cities of Judah and in the streets 

of Jerusalem: Hear the words of this covenant and do them. 7 For I solemnly warned your 

fathers when I brought them up out of the land of Egypt, warning them persistently, even to 

this day, saying, Obey my voice. 8 Yet they did not obey or incline their ear, but everyone 

walked in the stubbornness of his evil heart. Therefore I brought upon them all the words of 

this covenant, which I commanded them to do, but they did not.”  
9 Again the LORD said to me, “A conspiracy exists among the men of Judah and the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem. 10 They have turned back to the iniquities of their forefathers, who 

refused to hear my words. They have gone after other gods to serve them. The house of Israel 

and the house of Judah have broken my covenant that I made with their fathers. 11 Therefore, 

thus says the LORD, Behold, I am bringing disaster upon them that they cannot escape. 

Though they cry to me, I will not listen to them. 12 Then the cities of Judah and the inhabitants 

of Jerusalem will go and cry to the gods to whom they make offerings, but they cannot save 

them in the time of their trouble. 13 For your gods have become as many as your cities, O 

Judah, and as many as the streets of Jerusalem are the altars you have set up to shame, altars 

to make offerings to Baal.  
14 “Therefore do not pray for this people, or lift up a cry or prayer on their behalf, for I will 

not listen when they call to me in the time of their trouble. 15 What right has my beloved in 

my house, when she has done many vile deeds? Can even sacrificial flesh avert your doom? 

Can you then exult? 16 The LORD once called you ‘a green olive tree, beautiful with good fruit.’ 

But with the roar of a great tempest he will set fire to it, and its branches will be consumed. 
17 The LORD of hosts, who planted you, has decreed disaster against you, because of the evil 

that the house of Israel and the house of Judah have done, provoking me to anger by making 

offerings to Baal.”  

 18  The LORD made it known to me and I knew;  

then you showed me their deeds.  

 19  But I was like a gentle lamb  

led to the slaughter.  

  I did not know it was against me  

they devised schemes, saying,  

  “Let us destroy the tree with its fruit,  

let us cut him off from the land of the living,  
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that his name be remembered no more.”  

 20  But, O LORD of hosts, who judges righteously,  

who tests the heart and the mind,  

  let me see your vengeance upon them,  

for to you have I committed my cause.  

21 Therefore thus says the LORD concerning the men of Anathoth, who seek your life, and 

say, “Do not prophesy in the name of the LORD, or you will die by our hand”— 22 therefore 

thus says the LORD of hosts: “Behold, I will punish them. The young men shall die by the 

sword, their sons and their daughters shall die by famine, 23 and none of them shall be left. 

For I will bring disaster upon the men of Anathoth, the year of their punishment.”  

 

 

 

 MATTHEW 25 

The Parable of the Ten Virgins  

25 “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went to 

meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3 For when the foolish 

took their lamps, they took no oil with them, 4 but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 
5 As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. 6 But at midnight there 

was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7 Then all those virgins rose and 

trimmed their lamps. 8 And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps 

are going out.’ 9 But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us and for 

you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ 10 And while they were going to buy, the 

bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the 

door was shut. 11 Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12 But 

he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ 13 Watch therefore, for you know neither 

the day nor the hour.  

The Parable of the Talents  

14 “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to 

them his property. 15 To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each 

according to his ability. Then he went away. 16 He who had received the five talents went at 

once and traded with them, and he made five talents more. 17 So also he who had the two 

talents made two talents more. 18 But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the 

ground and hid his master’s money. 19 Now after a long time the master of those servants 
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came and settled accounts with them. 20 And he who had received the five talents came 

forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here, I 

have made five talents more.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. 

You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 
22 And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two 

talents; here, I have made two talents more.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and 

faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy 

of your master.’ 24 He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I 

knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you 

scattered no seed, 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here, you 

have what is yours.’ 26 But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You 

knew that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I scattered no seed? 27 Then you 

ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received 

what was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the 

ten talents. 29 For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But 

from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. 30 And cast the worthless 

servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’  

The Final Judgment  

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on 

his glorious throne. 32 Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people 

one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 And he will place the 

sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. 34 Then the King will say to those on his right, 

‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 

foundation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave 

me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick 

and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer him, 

saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 38 And 

when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 39 And when did 

we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 40 And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to 

you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’  
41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire 

prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was 

thirsty and you gave me no drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and 

you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44 Then they also will 

answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or 

in prison, and did not minister to you?’ 45 Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, 

as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46 And these will go 

away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”  
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 THE UNSAVED CHRISTIAN BY DEAN INSERRA 

Read Chapter 8 of The Unsaved Christian.  Underline key passages and ideas.  You 
will finish the chapter tomorrow and answer the discussion questions. 

 

 
JOURNAL A PRAYER TO THE LORD FROM YOUR READING TODAY.  

 


