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GCC 2021 READING PLAN

PRAY:1

Father show us who you are. Show us your person, your power, your purposes. Overwhelm us
with a knowledge of you that penetrates our minds and imbeds itself in the deepest recesses of
our hearts. Let this knowledge so change our hearts that it results in our lives being lived in
light of who you are, what you have done and what you say is true about us in Jesus Christ.

AS YOU READ THROUGH TODAY’S PASSAGES REFLECT ON THESE QUESTIONS:

What are some things revealed in these passages about the person and character of

God? Who is he? What is he like?

What are some things that God has done to reveal who he is?

Who are you in light of God’s work? What is it that God is saying about you?

How should knowing who God is, what he has done and what he says about you change

how you live?

Revelation 8

Zechariah 4
John 7
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Jehoshaphat’s Reforms

19 Jehoshaphat the king of Judah returned in safety to his house in Jerusalem. 2 But Jehu the
son of Hanani the seer went out to meet him and said to King Jehoshaphat, “Should you help
the wicked and love those who hate the LORD? Because of this, wrath has gone out against you
from the LORD. ® Nevertheless, some good is found in you, for you destroyed the Asheroth out
of the land, and have set your heart to seek God.”

4 Jehoshaphat lived at Jerusalem. And he went out again among the people, from Beersheba
to the hill country of Ephraim, and brought them back to the LoRrD, the God of their fathers.
> He appointed judges in the land in all the fortified cities of Judah, city by city, ® and said to
the judges, "Consider what you do, for you judge not for man but for the LORD. He is with you
in giving judgment. ” Now then, let the fear of the LORD be upon you. Be careful what you do,
for there is no injustice with the LORD our God, or partiality or taking bribes.”

8 Moreover, in Jerusalem Jehoshaphat appointed certain Levites and priests and heads of
families of Israel, to give judgment for the LORD and to decide disputed cases. They had their
seat at Jerusalem. ® And he charged them: “Thus you shall do in the fear of the LORD, in
faithfulness, and with your whole heart: ' whenever a case comes to you from your brothers
who live in their cities, concerning bloodshed, law or commandment, statutes or rules, then
you shall warn them, that they may not incur guilt before the LorRD and wrath may not come
upon you and your brothers. Thus you shall do, and you will not incur guilt. ' And behold,
Amariah the chief priest is over you in all matters of the LORD; and Zebadiah the son of
Ishmael, the governor of the house of Judah, in all the king’s matters, and the Levites will serve
you as officers. Deal courageously, and may the LORD be with the upright!”

Jehoshaphat’s Prayer

20 After this the Moabites and Ammonites, and with them some of the Meunites, came against
Jehoshaphat for battle. 2Some men came and told Jehoshaphat, “A great multitude is coming
against you from Edom, from beyond the sea; and, behold, they are in Hazazon-tamar” (that is,
Engedi). * Then Jehoshaphat was afraid and set his face to seek the LORD, and proclaimed a fast
throughout all Judah. # And Judah assembled to seek help from the LorD; from all the cities of
Judah they came to seek the LORD.

> And Jehoshaphat stood in the assembly of Judah and Jerusalem, in the house of the LoRbD,
before the new court, ® and said, “O LoRrD, God of our fathers, are you not God in heaven? You
rule over all the kingdoms of the nations. In your hand are power and might, so that none is
able to withstand you. 7 Did you not, our God, drive out the inhabitants of this land before your

people Israel, and give it forever to the descendants of Abraham your friend? 8 And they have
lived in it and have built for you in it a sanctuary for your name, saying, ° If disaster comes



upon us, the sword, judgment, or pestilence, or famine, we will stand before this house and
before you—for your name is in this house—and cry out to you in our affliction, and you will
hear and save.’ ' And now behold, the men of Ammon and Moab and Mount Seir, whom you
would not let Israel invade when they came from the land of Egypt, and whom they avoided
and did not destroy— ! behold, they reward us by coming to drive us out of your possession,
which you have given us to inherit. " O our God, will you not execute judgment on them? For
we are powerless against this great horde that is coming against us. We do not know what to
do, but our eyes are on you.”

¥ Meanwhile all Judah stood before the LoRD, with their little ones, their wives, and their
children. " And the Spirit of the LORD came upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, son of Benaiah,
son of Jeiel, son of Mattaniah, a Levite of the sons of Asaph, in the midst of the assembly.
> And he said, “Listen, all Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem and King Jehoshaphat: Thus says
the LORD to you, ‘Do not be afraid and do not be dismayed at this great horde, for the battle is
not yours but God'’s. ' Tomorrow go down against them. Behold, they will come up by the
ascent of Ziz. You will find them at the end of the valley, east of the wilderness of Jeruel. ' You
will not need to fight in this battle. Stand firm, hold your position, and see the salvation of the
LORD on your behalf, O Judah and Jerusalem.” Do not be afraid and do not be dismayed.
Tomorrow go out against them, and the LorD will be with you.”

8 Then Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the ground, and all Judah and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem fell down before the LoRD, worshiping the LORD. ' And the Levites, of
the Kohathites and the Korahites, stood up to praise the LORD, the God of Israel, with a very
loud voice.

20 And they rose early in the morning and went out into the wilderness of Tekoa. And when
they went out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, “Hear me, Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem!
Believe in the LORD your God, and you will be established; believe his prophets, and you will
succeed.” 2' And when he had taken counsel with the people, he appointed those who were to
sing to the LORD and praise him in holy attire, as they went before the army, and say,

“Give thanks to the LORD,

for his steadfast love endures forever.”

2 And when they began to sing and praise, the LORD set an ambush against the men of
Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who had come against Judah, so that they were routed. ?* For
the men of Ammon and Moab rose against the inhabitants of Mount Seir, devoting them to
destruction, and when they had made an end of the inhabitants of Seir, they all helped to

destroy one another.

The Lorp Delivers Judah

24\When Judah came to the watchtower of the wilderness, they looked toward the horde,
and behold, there were dead bodies lying on the ground; none had escaped. 2* When
Jehoshaphat and his people came to take their spoil, they found among them, in great
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numbers, goods, clothing, and precious things, which they took for themselves until they could
carry no more. They were three days in taking the spoil, it was so much. 26 On the fourth day
they assembled in the Valley of Beracah, for there they blessed the LORD. Therefore the name
of that place has been called the Valley of Beracah to this day. 2’ Then they returned, every
man of Judah and Jerusalem, and Jehoshaphat at their head, returning to Jerusalem with joy,
for the LORD had made them rejoice over their enemies. 22 They came to Jerusalem with harps
and lyres and trumpets, to the house of the LorD. 2° And the fear of God came on all the
kingdoms of the countries when they heard that the LORD had fought against the enemies of
Israel. 3° So the realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet, for his God gave him rest all around.

31 Thus Jehoshaphat reigned over Judah. He was thirty-five years old when he began to
reign, and he reigned twenty-five years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Azubah the
daughter of Shilhi. 32 He walked in the way of Asa his father and did not turn aside from it,
doing what was right in the sight of the LoRrD. 33 The high places, however, were not taken
away; the people had not yet set their hearts upon the God of their fathers.

3 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat, from first to last, are written in the chronicles of
Jehu the son of Hanani, which are recorded in the Book of the Kings of Israel.

The End of Jehoshaphat's Reign

35 After this Jehoshaphat king of Judah joined with Ahaziah king of Israel, who acted
wickedly. 3¢ He joined him in building ships to go to Tarshish, and they built the ships in Ezion-
geber. 3 Then Eliezer the son of Dodavahu of Mareshah prophesied against Jehoshaphat,
saying, "Because you have joined with Ahaziah, the LorD will destroy what you have made.”
And the ships were wrecked and were not able to go to Tarshish.

REVELATION 8

The Seventh Seal and the Golden Censer

8 When the Lamb opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour.
2Then I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given to them.
? And another angel came and stood at the altar with a golden censer, and he was given much
incense to offer with the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar before the throne, and
the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, rose before God from the hand of the
angel. > Then the angel took the censer and filled it with fire from the altar and threw it on the
earth, and there were peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning, and an earthquake.

The Seven Trumpets

® Now the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared to blow them.
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"The first angel blew his trumpet, and there followed hail and fire, mixed with blood, and
these were thrown upon the earth. And a third of the earth was burned up, and a third of the
trees were burned up, and all green grass was burned up.

8 The second angel blew his trumpet, and something like a great mountain, burning with
fire, was thrown into the sea, and a third of the sea became blood. ° A third of the living
creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were destroyed.

®The third angel blew his trumpet, and a great star fell from heaven, blazing like a torch,
and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water. ' The name of the star is
Wormwood. A third of the waters became wormwood, and many people died from the water,
because it had been made bitter.

12 The fourth angel blew his trumpet, and a third of the sun was struck, and a third of the
moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of their light might be darkened, and a third of
the day might be kept from shining, and likewise a third of the night.

*Then I looked, and I heard an eagle crying with a loud voice as it flew directly overhead,
“Woe, woe, woe to those who dwell on the earth, at the blasts of the other trumpets that the
three angels are about to blow!”

ZECHARIAH 4

A Vision of a Golden Lampstand

4 And the angel who talked with me came again and woke me, like a man who is awakened
out of his sleep. 2And he said to me, “What do you see?” I said, "I see, and behold, a
lampstand all of gold, with a bowl on the top of it, and seven lamps on it, with seven lips on
each of the lamps that are on the top of it. * And there are two olive trees by it, one on the
right of the bowl and the other on its left.” * And I said to the angel who talked with me, “What
are these, my lord?” ® Then the angel who talked with me answered and said to me, “Do you
not know what these are?” I said, “No, my lord.” ® Then he said to me, “This is the word of the
LORD to Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the LORD of hosts.
"Who are you, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel you shall become a plain. And he shall
bring forward the top stone amid shouts of ‘Grace, grace to it!" ”

8 Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying, ° “The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the
foundation of this house; his hands shall also complete it. Then you will know that the LorD of
hosts has sent me to you. '° For whoever has despised the day of small things shall rejoice, and
shall see the plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel.

“These seven are the eyes of the LORD, which range through the whole earth.” "' Then I said
to him, “What are these two olive trees on the right and the left of the lampstand?” "> And a

Notes
Thoughts

Questions:




second time I answered and said to him, “What are these two branches of the olive trees,
which are beside the two golden pipes from which the golden oil is poured out?” ** He said to
me, “Do you not know what these are?” I said, “No, my lord.” " Then he said, “These are the
two anointed ones who stand by the Lord of the whole earth.”

JOHN 7

Jesus at the Feast of Booths

7 After this Jesus went about in Galilee. He would not go about in Judea, because the Jews
were seeking to kill him. 2Now the Jews' Feast of Booths was at hand. 3 So his brothers said to
him, “Leave here and go to Judea, that your disciples also may see the works you are doing.

4 For no one works in secret if he seeks to be known openly. If you do these things, show
yourself to the world.” ® For not even his brothers believed in him. € Jesus said to them, "My
time has not yet come, but your time is always here. ? The world cannot hate you, but it hates
me because I testify about it that its works are evil. 8 You go up to the feast. I am not going up
to this feast, for my time has not yet fully come.” ® After saying this, he remained in Galilee.

19 But after his brothers had gone up to the feast, then he also went up, not publicly but in
private. "' The Jews were looking for him at the feast, and saying, “Where is he?” > And there
was much muttering about him among the people. While some said, "He is a good man,”
others said, “No, he is leading the people astray.” ' Yet for fear of the Jews no one spoke
openly of him.

4 About the middle of the feast Jesus went up into the temple and began teaching. ** The
Jews therefore marveled, saying, "How is it that this man has learning, when he has never
studied?” *® So Jesus answered them, "My teaching is not mine, but his who sent me. ' If
anyone’s will is to do God's will, he will know whether the teaching is from God or whether I
am speaking on my own authority. *® The one who speaks on his own authority seeks his own
glory; but the one who seeks the glory of him who sent him is true, and in him there is no
falsehood. 1 Has not Moses given you the law? Yet none of you keeps the law. Why do you
seek to kill me?” 2° The crowd answered, “You have a demon! Who is seeking to kill you?”

21 Jesus answered them, "I did one work, and you all marvel at it. 22 Moses gave you

circumcision (not that it is from Moses, but from the fathers), and you circumcise a man on the
Sabbath. 2 If on the Sabbath a man receives circumcision, so that the law of Moses may not be
broken, are you angry with me because on the Sabbath I made a man’s whole body well? 2 Do

not judge by appearances, but judge with right judgment.”
Can This Be the Christ?

%5 Some of the people of Jerusalem therefore said, “Is not this the man whom they seek to
kill? 26 And here he is, speaking openly, and they say nothing to him! Can it be that the
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authorities really know that this is the Christ? 27 But we know where this man comes from, and
when the Christ appears, no one will know where he comes from.” 28 So Jesus proclaimed, as
he taught in the temple, "You know me, and you know where I come from. But I have not
come of my own accord. He who sent me is true, and him you do not know. 291 know him, for I
come from him, and he sent me.” 3® So they were seeking to arrest him, but no one laid a hand
on him, because his hour had not yet come. 3! Yet many of the people believed in him. They
said, "When the Christ appears, will he do more signs than this man has done?”

Officers Sent to Arrest Jesus

32 The Pharisees heard the crowd muttering these things about him, and the chief priests
and Pharisees sent officers to arrest him. 3 Jesus then said, “I will be with you a little longer,
and then I am going to him who sent me. 34 You will seek me and you will not find me. Where I
am you cannot come.” 3 The Jews said to one another, “Where does this man intend to go
that we will not find him? Does he intend to go to the Dispersion among the Greeks and teach
the Greeks? 3¢ What does he mean by saying, 'You will seek me and you will not find me," and,

‘Where [ am you cannot come'?”

Rivers of Living Water

370n the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone thirsts,
let him come to me and drink. 3 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, 'Out of his
heart will flow rivers of living water." “ 3 Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who
believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not
yet glorified.

Division Among the People

40\When they heard these words, some of the people said, “This really is the Prophet.”

41 Others said, “This is the Christ.” But some said, “Is the Christ to come from Galilee? #? Has not
the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the offspring of David, and comes from
Bethlehem, the village where David was?” 3 So there was a division among the people over
him. * Some of them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands on him.

45 The officers then came to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them, “Why did you
not bring him?” *¢ The officers answered, “No one ever spoke like this man!” 4’ The Pharisees
answered them, “Have you also been deceived? *8 Have any of the authorities or the Pharisees
believed in him? 4 But this crowd that does not know the law is accursed.” *® Nicodemus, who

had gone to him before, and who was one of them, said to them, *1”

Does our law judge a man
without first giving him a hearing and learning what he does?” 2 They replied, “Are you from

Galilee too? Search and see that no prophet arises from Galilee.”
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