DECEMBER 10

GCC 2021 READING PLAN

PRAY:

Father show us who you are. Show us your person, your power, your purposes. Overwhelm us
with a knowledge of you that penetrates our minds and imbeds itself in the deepest recesses of
our hearts. Let this knowledge so change our hearts that it results in our lives being lived in
light of who you are, what you have done and what you say is true about us in Jesus Christ.

AS YOU READ THROUGH TODAY’S PASSAGES REFLECT ON THESE QUESTIONS:

What are some things revealed in these passages about the person and character of

God? Who is he? What is he like?

What are some things that God has done to reveal who he is?

Who are you in light of God’s work? What is it that God is saying about you?

How should knowing who God is, what he has done and what he says about you change

how you live?
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The Revolt Against Rehoboam

10 Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had come to Shechem to make him king. 2 And
as soon as Jeroboam the son of Nebat heard of it (for he was in Egypt, where he had fled from
King Solomon), then Jeroboam returned from Egypt. > And they sent and called him. And
Jeroboam and all Israel came and said to Rehoboam, # “Your father made our yoke heavy. Now
therefore lighten the hard service of your father and his heavy yoke on us, and we will serve
you."” ® He said to them, “Come to me again in three days.” So the people went away.

®Then King Rehoboam took counsel with the old men, who had stood before Solomon his
father while he was yet alive, saying, “How do you advise me to answer this people?” 7 And
they said to him, “If you will be good to this people and please them and speak good words to
them, then they will be your servants forever.” 8 But he abandoned the counsel that the old
men gave him, and took counsel with the young men who had grown up with him and stood
before him. ® And he said to them, “What do you advise that we answer this people who have
said to me, ‘Lighten the yoke that your father put on us'?” ' And the young men who had
grown up with him said to him, “Thus shall you speak to the people who said to you, 'Your
father made our yoke heavy, but you lighten it for us’; thus shall you say to them, ‘My little
finger is thicker than my father's thighs. '' And now, whereas my father laid on you a heavy
yoke, I will add to your yoke. My father disciplined you with whips, but I will discipline you with
scorpions.””

1250 Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the third day, as the king said, “Come
to me again the third day.” ** And the king answered them harshly; and forsaking the counsel
of the old men, *King Rehoboam spoke to them according to the counsel of the young men,
saying, “My father made your yoke heavy, but I will add to it. My father disciplined you with
whips, but I will discipline you with scorpions.” ** So the king did not listen to the people, for it
was a turn of affairs brought about by God that the LorD might fulfill his word, which he spoke
by Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam the son of Nebat.

16 And when all Israel saw that the king did not listen to them, the people answered the
king, “What portion have we in David? We have no inheritance in the son of Jesse. Each of you
to your tents, O Israel! Look now to your own house, David.” So all Israel went to their tents.

7 But Rehoboam reigned over the people of Israel who lived in the cities of Judah. '® Then King
Rehoboam sent Hadoram, who was taskmaster over the forced labor, and the people of Israel
stoned him to death with stones. And King Rehoboam quickly mounted his chariot to flee to
Jerusalem. ' So Israel has been in rebellion against the house of David to this day.




REVELATION 1

Prologue

1 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants the things that
must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, 2who bore
witness to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw.

3 Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who
hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near.

Greeting to the Seven Churches

4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia:

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the
seven spirits who are before his throne, ® and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth.

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood  and made us a kingdom,
priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7 Behold,
he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all
tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen.

8

I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and who is to
come, the Almighty.”

Vision of the Son of Man

°1, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the patient
endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of the word of God
and the testimony of Jesus. '°I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a
loud voice like a trumpet " saying, “Write what you see in a book and send it to the seven
churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to
Philadelphia and to Laodicea.”

12Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw seven
golden lampstands, ' and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a
long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. * The hairs of his head were white, like
white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, '® his feet were like burnished bronze,
refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many waters. ®In his right hand he held
seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun
shining in full strength.

7 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying,

“Fear not, I am the first and the last, 18

and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive
forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades. ' Write therefore the things that you

have seen, those that are and those that are to take place after this. 2° As for the mystery of the
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seven stars that you saw in my right hand, and the seven golden lampstands, the seven stars

are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.

ZEPHANIAH 2

Judgment on Judah’s Enemies

2 Gather together, yes, gather,
O shameless nation,

2 before the decree takes effect
—before the day passes away like chaff—
before there comes upon you
the burning anger of the LorD,
before there comes upon you
the day of the anger of the LORD.
3 Seek the LORD, all you humble of the land,
who do his just commands;
seek righteousness; seek humility;
perhaps you may be hidden
on the day of the anger of the Lorp.
For Gaza shall be deserted,
and Ashkelon shall become a desolation;

Ashdod’s people shall be driven out at noon,
and Ekron shall be uprooted.

Woe to you inhabitants of the seacoast,
you nation of the Cherethites!

The word of the LORD is against you,
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O Canaan, land of the Philistines;
and I will destroy you until no inhabitant is left.
And you, O seacoast, shall be pastures,
with meadows for shepherds
and folds for flocks.
The seacoast shall become the possession
of the remnant of the house of Judah,
on which they shall graze,
and in the houses of Ashkelon
they shall lie down at evening.
For the LORD their God will be mindful of them

and restore their fortunes.

“I have heard the taunts of Moab
and the revilings of the Ammonites,
how they have taunted my people
and made boasts against their territory.
Therefore, as I live,” declares the LORD of hosts,
the God of Israel,
“Moab shall become like Sodom,
and the Ammonites like Gomorrah,
a land possessed by nettles and salt pits,
and a waste forever.
The remnant of my people shall plunder them,
and the survivors of my nation shall possess them.”
This shall be their lot in return for their pride,

because they taunted and boasted
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against the people of the LORD of hosts.

The LorD will be awesome against them;
for he will famish all the gods of the earth,

and to him shall bow down,
each in its place,
all the lands of the nations.

You also, O Cushites,
shall be slain by my sword.

And he will stretch out his hand against the north
and destroy Assyria,

and he will make Nineveh a desolation,

a dry waste like the desert.

Herds shall lie down in her midst,
all kinds of beasts;

even the owl and the hedgehog
shall lodge in her capitals;

a voice shall hoot in the window;
devastation will be on the threshold;
for her cedar work will be laid bare.

This is the exultant city
that lived securely,

that said in her heart,

"I am, and there is no one else.”

What a desolation she has become,
a lair for wild beasts!

Everyone who passes by her
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hisses and shakes his fist.
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e JOURNAL A PRAYER TO THE LORD FROM YOUR READING TODAY.




