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PRAY:

Father show us who you are. Show us your person, your power, your purposes. Overwhelm us
with a knowledge of you that penetrates our minds and imbeds itself in the deepest recesses of
our hearts. Let this knowledge so change our hearts that it results in our lives being lived in
light of who you are, what you have done and what you say is true about us in Jesus Christ.

AS YOU READ THROUGH TODAY’S PASSAGES REFLECT ON THESE QUESTIONS:

What are some things revealed in these passages about the person and character of

God? Who is he? What is he like?

What are some things that God has done to reveal who he is?

Who are you in light of God’s work? What is it that God is saying about you?

How should knowing who God is, what he has done and what he says about you change

how you live?
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The Queen of Sheba

9 Now when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon, she came to Jerusalem to test
him with hard questions, having a very great retinue and camels bearing spices and very much
gold and precious stones. And when she came to Solomon, she told him all that was on her
mind. 2 And Solomon answered all her questions. There was nothing hidden from Solomon
that he could not explain to her. * And when the queen of Sheba had seen the wisdom of
Solomon, the house that he had built, 4 the food of his table, the seating of his officials, and
the attendance of his servants, and their clothing, his cupbearers, and their clothing, and his
burnt offerings that he offered at the house of the LORD, there was no more breath in her.

> And she said to the king, “The report was true that I heard in my own land of your words
and of your wisdom, ® but I did not believe the reports until I came and my own eyes had seen
it. And behold, half the greatness of your wisdom was not told me; you surpass the report that
I heard. " Happy are your wives! Happy are these your servants, who continually stand before
you and hear your wisdom! & Blessed be the LORD your God, who has delighted in you and set
you on his throne as king for the LORD your God! Because your God loved Israel and would
establish them forever, he has made you king over them, that you may execute justice and
righteousness.” ® Then she gave the king 120 talents of gold, and a very great quantity of
spices, and precious stones. There were no spices such as those that the queen of Sheba gave
to King Solomon.

% Moreover, the servants of Hiram and the servants of Solomon, who brought gold from
Ophir, brought algum wood and precious stones. ™' And the king made from the algum wood
supports for the house of the LORD and for the king's house, lyres also and harps for the
singers. There never was seen the like of them before in the land of Judah.

12 And King Solomon gave to the queen of Sheba all that she desired, whatever she asked
besides what she had brought to the king. So she turned and went back to her own land with

her servants.

Solomon’s Wealth

¥ Now the weight of gold that came to Solomon in one year was 666 talents of gold,
" besides that which the explorers and merchants brought. And all the kings of Arabia and the
governors of the land brought gold and silver to Solomon. **King Solomon made 200 large
shields of beaten gold; 600 shekels of beaten gold went into each shield. *® And he made 300
shields of beaten gold; 300 shekels of gold went into each shield; and the king put them in the
House of the Forest of Lebanon. " The king also made a great ivory throne and overlaid it with

pure gold. ' The throne had six steps and a footstool of gold, which were attached to the
throne, and on each side of the seat were armrests and two lions standing beside the armrests,



¥ while twelve lions stood there, one on each end of a step on the six steps. Nothing like it was
ever made for any kingdom. 2° All King Solomon'’s drinking vessels were of gold, and all the
vessels of the House of the Forest of Lebanon were of pure gold. Silver was not considered as
anything in the days of Solomon. 2! For the king's ships went to Tarshish with the servants of
Hiram. Once every three years the ships of Tarshish used to come bringing gold, silver, ivory,
apes, and peacocks.

2 Thus King Solomon excelled all the kings of the earth in riches and in wisdom. 2 And all
the kings of the earth sought the presence of Solomon to hear his wisdom, which God had put
into his mind. 24 Every one of them brought his present, articles of silver and of gold, garments,
myrrh, spices, horses, and mules, so much year by year. 2> And Solomon had 4,000 stalls for
horses and chariots, and 12,000 horsemen, whom he stationed in the chariot cities and with
the king in Jerusalem. 26 And he ruled over all the kings from the Euphrates to the land of the
Philistines and to the border of Egypt. #” And the king made silver as common in Jerusalem as
stone, and he made cedar as plentiful as the sycamore of the Shephelah. 22 And horses were
imported for Solomon from Egypt and from all lands.

Solomon’s Death

29 Now the rest of the acts of Solomon, from first to last, are they not written in the history
of Nathan the prophet, and in the prophecy of Ahijah the Shilonite, and in the visions of Iddo
the seer concerning Jeroboam the son of Nebat? 3° Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all
Israel forty years. 3" And Solomon slept with his fathers and was buried in the city of David his
father, and Rehoboam his son reigned in his place.

JUDE 1

Greeting

! Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James,
To those who are called, beloved in God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ:
2 May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you.

Judgment on False Teachers

3 Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common salvation, I found it
necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to
the saints. 4 For certain people have crept in unnoticed who long ago were designated for this
condemnation, ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into sensuality and deny
our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.
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> Now I want to remind you, although you once fully knew it, that Jesus, who saved a people
out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not believe. ® And the angels who
did not stay within their own position of authority, but left their proper dwelling, he has kept in
eternal chains under gloomy darkness until the judgment of the great day— 7 just as Sodom
and Gomorrah and the surrounding cities, which likewise indulged in sexual immorality and
pursued unnatural desire, serve as an example by undergoing a punishment of eternal fire.

8Yet in like manner these people also, relying on their dreams, defile the flesh, reject
authority, and blaspheme the glorious ones. ® But when the archangel Michael, contending
with the devil, was disputing about the body of Moses, he did not presume to pronounce a
blasphemous judgment, but said, “The Lord rebuke you.” ' But these people blaspheme all
that they do not understand, and they are destroyed by all that they, like unreasoning animals,
understand instinctively. ' Woe to them! For they walked in the way of Cain and abandoned
themselves for the sake of gain to Balaam's error and perished in Korah's rebellion. '? These are
hidden reefs at your love feasts, as they feast with you without fear, shepherds feeding
themselves; waterless clouds, swept along by winds; fruitless trees in late autumn, twice dead,
uprooted; ® wild waves of the sea, casting up the foam of their own shame; wandering stars,
for whom the gloom of utter darkness has been reserved forever.

1t was also about these that Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying, “Behold,
the Lord comes with ten thousands of his holy ones, '® to execute judgment on all and to
convict all the ungodly of all their deeds of ungodliness that they have committed in such an
ungodly way, and of all the harsh things that ungodly sinners have spoken against him.”
6 These are grumblers, malcontents, following their own sinful desires; they are loud-mouthed
boasters, showing favoritism to gain advantage.

A Call to Persevere

7 But you must remember, beloved, the predictions of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ.
8 They said to you, “In the last time there will be scoffers, following their own ungodly
passions.” "It is these who cause divisions, worldly people, devoid of the Spirit. 2 But you,
beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, 2 keep
yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to
eternal life. 22 And have mercy on those who doubt; 2% save others by snatching them out of
the fire; to others show mercy with fear, hating even the garment stained by the flesh.

Doxology

24 Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before
the presence of his glory with great joy, ?* to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our
Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.
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ZEPHANIAH 1

1 The word of the LORD that came to Zephaniah the son of Cushi, son of Gedaliah, son of
Amariah, son of Hezekiah, in the days of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah.

The Coming Judgment on Judah
2 “Twill utterly sweep away everything
from the face of the earth,” declares the LORD.
"I will sweep away man and beast;
I will sweep away the birds of the heavens
and the fish of the sea,
and the rubble with the wicked.
I will cut off mankind
from the face of the earth,” declares the LORD.
“I will stretch out my hand against Judah
and against all the inhabitants of Jerusalem;
and I'will cut off from this place the remnant of Baal
and the name of the idolatrous priests along with the priests,
those who bow down on the roofs
to the host of the heavens,
those who bow down and swear to the LORD
and yet swear by Milcom,
those who have turned back from following the LoRD,
who do not seek the LORD or inquire of him.”
The Day of the LoRrD Is Near
7 Be silent before the Lord Gop!

For the day of the LORD is near;
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the LORD has prepared a sacrifice
and consecrated his guests.
And on the day of the LORD's sacrifice—
“I will punish the officials and the king's sons
and all who array themselves in foreign attire.
On that day I will punish
everyone who leaps over the threshold,
and those who fill their master’s house
with violence and fraud.
“On that day,” declares the LORD,
“a cry will be heard from the Fish Gate,
a wail from the Second Quarter,
a loud crash from the hills.
Wail, O inhabitants of the Mortar!
For all the traders are no more;
all who weigh out silver are cut off.
At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps,
and I will punish the men
who are complacent,
those who say in their hearts,
‘The LorD will not do good,
nor will he doill.’
Their goods shall be plundered,
and their houses laid waste.
Though they build houses,

they shall not inhabit them;
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though they plant vineyards,
they shall not drink wine from them.”
The great day of the LORD is near,
near and hastening fast;
the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter;
the mighty man cries aloud there.
> A day of wrath is that day,
a day of distress and anguish,
a day of ruin and devastation,
a day of darkness and gloom,
a day of clouds and thick darkness,
a day of trumpet blast and battle cry
against the fortified cities
and against the lofty battlements.
I will bring distress on mankind,
so that they shall walk like the blind,
because they have sinned against the LORD;
their blood shall be poured out like dust,
and their flesh like dung.
Neither their silver nor their gold
shall be able to deliver them
on the day of the wrath of the LORD.
In the fire of his jealousy,
all the earth shall be consumed;
for a full and sudden end

he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth.
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