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GCC 2021 READING PLAN

PRAY:

Father show us who you are. Show us your person, your power, your purposes. Overwhelm us
with a knowledge of you that penetrates our minds and imbeds itself in the deepest recesses of
our hearts. Let this knowledge so change our hearts that it results in our lives being lived in
light of who you are, what you have done and what you say is true about us in Jesus Christ.

AS YOU READ THROUGH TODAY’S PASSAGES REFLECT ON THESE QUESTIONS:

What are some things revealed in these passages about the person and character of

God? Who is he? What is he like?

What are some things that God has done to reveal who he is?

Who are you in light of God’s work? What is it that God is saying about you?

How should knowing who God is, what he has done and what he says about you change

how you live?

Daniel 6
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I KINGS 2

Elijah Taken to Heaven

2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha
were on their way from Gilgal. 2 And Elijah said to Elisha, “Please stay here, for the LORD has
sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not
leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. * And the sons of the prophets who were in Bethel
came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take away your
master from over you?” And he said, "Yes, I know it; keep quiet.”

4 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, please stay here, for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he
said, "As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho.
> The sons of the prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you
know that today the LORD will take away your master from over you?” And he answered, “Yes, I
know it; keep quiet.”

® Then Elijah said to him, “Please stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he
said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went
on. ” Fifty men of the sons of the prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as
they both were standing by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his cloak and rolled it up and struck
the water, and the water was parted to the one side and to the other, till the two of them could
go over on dry ground.

®When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask what I shall do for you, before I am taken
from you.” And Elisha said, “Please let there be a double portion of your spirit on me.” ' And
he said, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it shall
be so for you, but if you do not see me, it shall not be so.” ' And as they still went on and
talked, behold, chariots of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them. And Elijah went up
by a whirlwind into heaven. *? And Elisha saw it and he cried, “My father, my father! The
chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” And he saw him no more.

Then he took hold of his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. ** And he took up the
cloak of Elijah that had fallen from him and went back and stood on the bank of the Jordan.
" Then he took the cloak of Elijah that had fallen from him and struck the water, saying,
"Where is the LORD, the God of Elijah?” And when he had struck the water, the water was
parted to the one side and to the other, and Elisha went over.

Elisha Succeeds Elijah

> Now when the sons of the prophets who were at Jericho saw him opposite them, they
said, “The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.” And they came to meet him and bowed to the ground
before him. '® And they said to him, “Behold now, there are with your servants fifty strong men.
Please let them go and seek your master. It may be that the Spirit of the LORD has caught him
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up and cast him upon some mountain or into some valley.” And he said, "You shall not send.”
7 But when they urged him till he was ashamed, he said, “Send.” They sent therefore fifty men.
And for three days they sought him but did not find him. '® And they came back to him while
he was staying at Jericho, and he said to them, "Did I not say to you, ‘Do not go'?”

¥ Now the men of the city said to Elisha, “Behold, the situation of this city is pleasant, as my
lord sees, but the water is bad, and the land is unfruitful.” 2° He said, “Bring me a new bowl,
and put salt in it.” So they brought it to him. 2! Then he went to the spring of water and threw
salt in it and said, "Thus says the LORD, I have healed this water; from now on neither death nor
miscarriage shall come from it.” 22 So the water has been healed to this day, according to the
word that Elisha spoke.

2 He went up from there to Bethel, and while he was going up on the way, some small boys
came out of the city and jeered at him, saying, “Go up, you baldhead! Go up, you baldhead!”
24 And he turned around, and when he saw them, he cursed them in the name of the LoRrD. And
two she-bears came out of the woods and tore forty-two of the boys. 2 From there he went on
to Mount Carmel, and from there he returned to Samaria.

II THESSALONIANS 2

The Man of Lawlessness

2 Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to
him, we ask you, brothers, 2 not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by a spirit or a
spoken word, or a letter seeming to be from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has
come. ® Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, unless the rebellion
comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction,  who opposes and
exalts himself against every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the
temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God. ® Do you not remember that when I was still
with you I told you these things? ® And you know what is restraining him now so that he may
be revealed in his time. 7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work. Only he who now
restrains it will do so until he is out of the way. 8 And then the lawless one will be revealed,
whom the Lord Jesus will kill with the breath of his mouth and bring to nothing by the
appearance of his coming. ® The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all
power and false signs and wonders, ' and with all wicked deception for those who are
perishing, because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. ' Therefore God sends
them a strong delusion, so that they may believe what is false, *?in order that all may be
condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.
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Stand Firm

13 But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by the Lord,
because God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and
belief in the truth. " To this he called you through our gospel, so that you may obtain the
glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. ' So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the traditions that
you were taught by us, either by our spoken word or by our letter.

'® Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us and gave us
eternal comfort and good hope through grace, ' comfort your hearts and establish them in
every good work and word.

DANIEL 6

Daniel and the Lions’ Den

6 It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom 120 satraps, to be throughout the whole kingdom;
2 and over them three high officials, of whom Daniel was one, to whom these satraps should
give account, so that the king might suffer no loss. 3 Then this Daniel became distinguished
above all the other high officials and satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him. And the
king planned to set him over the whole kingdom. # Then the high officials and the satraps
sought to find a ground for complaint against Daniel with regard to the kingdom, but they
could find no ground for complaint or any fault, because he was faithful, and no error or fault
was found in him. ®> Then these men said, “We shall not find any ground for complaint against
this Daniel unless we find it in connection with the law of his God.”

®Then these high officials and satraps came by agreement to the king and said to him, “O
King Darius, live forever! 7 All the high officials of the kingdom, the prefects and the satraps,
the counselors and the governors are agreed that the king should establish an ordinance and
enforce an injunction, that whoever makes petition to any god or man for thirty days, except to
you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions. 8 Now, O king, establish the injunction and sign
the document, so that it cannot be changed, according to the law of the Medes and the
Persians, which cannot be revoked.” ® Therefore King Darius signed the document and
injunction.

1%When Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he went to his house where he
had windows in his upper chamber open toward Jerusalem. He got down on his knees three
times a day and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he had done previously. ' Then
these men came by agreement and found Daniel making petition and plea before his God.
2 Then they came near and said before the king, concerning the injunction, “O king! Did you
not sign an injunction, that anyone who makes petition to any god or man within thirty days
except to you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions?” The king answered and said, “The
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thing stands fast, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be revoked.”
*Then they answered and said before the king, “Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah,
pays no attention to you, O king, or the injunction you have signed, but makes his petition
three times a day.”

4 Then the king, when he heard these words, was much distressed and set his mind to
deliver Daniel. And he labored till the sun went down to rescue him. > Then these men came
by agreement to the king and said to the king, “Know, O king, that it is a law of the Medes and
Persians that no injunction or ordinance that the king establishes can be changed.”

'® Then the king commanded, and Daniel was brought and cast into the den of lions. The
king declared to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, deliver you!” ' And a
stone was brought and laid on the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own
signet and with the signet of his lords, that nothing might be changed concerning Daniel.

8 Then the king went to his palace and spent the night fasting; no diversions were brought to
him, and sleep fled from him.

®Then, at break of day, the king arose and went in haste to the den of lions. 2° As he came
near to the den where Daniel was, he cried out in a tone of anguish. The king declared to
Daniel, “O Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been
able to deliver you from the lions?” 2! Then Daniel said to the king, “O king, live forever! 22 My
God sent his angel and shut the lions” mouths, and they have not harmed me, because I was
found blameless before him; and also before you, O king, I have done no harm.” 2* Then the
king was exceedingly glad, and commanded that Daniel be taken up out of the den. So Daniel
was taken up out of the den, and no kind of harm was found on him, because he had trusted
in his God. * And the king commanded, and those men who had maliciously accused Daniel
were brought and cast into the den of lions—they, their children, and their wives. And before
they reached the bottom of the den, the lions overpowered them and broke all their bones in
pieces.

5 Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in all the
earth: "Peace be multiplied to you. 26 make a decree, that in all my royal dominion people are
to tremble and fear before the God of Daniel,

for he is the living God,
enduring forever;
his kingdom shall never be destroyed,
and his dominion shall be to the end.
27 He delivers and rescues;

he works signs and wonders

in heaven and on earth,

Notes
Thoughts

Questions:




he who has saved Daniel Notes

from the power of the lions.” Thoughts

Questions:

2850 this Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian.

e JOURNAL A PRAYER TO THE LORD FROM YOUR READING TODAY.




