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OCTOBER 15

GCC 2021 READING PLAN

PRAY:

Father show us who you are. Show us your person, your power, your purposes. Overwhelm us
with a knowledge of you that penetrates our minds and imbeds itself in the deepest recesses of
our hearts. Let this knowledge so change our hearts that it results in our lives being lived in
light of who you are, what you have done and what you say is true about us in Jesus Christ.

AS YOU READ THROUGH TODAY’S PASSAGES REFLECT ON THESE QUESTIONS:

What are some things revealed in these passages about the person and character of

God? Who is he? What is he like?

What are some things that God has done to reveal who he is?

Who are you in light of God’s work? What is it that God is saying about you?

How should knowing who God is, what he has done and what he says about you change

how you live?

Ezekiel 48
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Elijah Confronts Ahab

18 After many days the word of the LORD came to Elijah, in the third year, saying, “Go, show
yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain upon the earth.” 2 So Elijah went to show himself to Ahab.
Now the famine was severe in Samaria. > And Ahab called Obadiah, who was over the
household. (Now Obadiah feared the LORD greatly,  and when Jezebel cut off the prophets of
the LoRrD, Obadiah took a hundred prophets and hid them by fifties in a cave and fed them
with bread and water.) ®* And Ahab said to Obadiah, “Go through the land to all the springs of
water and to all the valleys. Perhaps we may find grass and save the horses and mules alive,
and not lose some of the animals.” ® So they divided the land between them to pass through it.
Ahab went in one direction by himself, and Obadiah went in another direction by himself.

7 And as Obadiah was on the way, behold, Elijah met him. And Obadiah recognized him and
fell on his face and said, “Is it you, my lord Elijah?” ® And he answered him, “It is L. Go, tell your
lord, ‘Behold, Elijah is here." " ® And he said, “How have I sinned, that you would give your
servant into the hand of Ahab, to kill me? ' As the LoRrD your God lives, there is no nation or
kingdom where my lord has not sent to seek you. And when they would say, 'He is not here,’
he would take an oath of the kingdom or nation, that they had not found you. '* And now you
say, ‘Go, tell your lord, “Behold, Elijah is here.” ' '? And as soon as I have gone from you, the
Spirit of the LorD will carry you I know not where. And so, when I come and tell Ahab and he
cannot find you, he will kill me, although I your servant have feared the LORD from my youth.
' Has it not been told my lord what I did when Jezebel killed the prophets of the LorRD, how I
hid a hundred men of the LORD's prophets by fifties in a cave and fed them with bread and
water? ' And now you say, ‘Go, tell your lord, “Behold, Elijah is here” ’; and he will kill me.”

' And Elijah said, “As the LORD of hosts lives, before whom I stand, I will surely show myself to
him today.” '® So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him. And Ahab went to meet Elijah.

7 When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, “Is it you, you troubler of Israel?” *® And he
answered, “I have not troubled Israel, but you have, and your father's house, because you have
abandoned the commandments of the LORD and followed the Baals. '® Now therefore send and
gather all Israel to me at Mount Carmel, and the 450 prophets of Baal and the 400 prophets of
Asherah, who eat at Jezebel's table.”

The Prophets of Baal Defeated

2050 Ahab sent to all the people of Israel and gathered the prophets together at Mount
Carmel. 2" And Elijah came near to all the people and said, “How long will you go limping
between two different opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow him.”

And the people did not answer him a word. 22 Then Elijah said to the people, “I, even I only, am
left a prophet of the LORD, but Baal's prophets are 450 men. ?* Let two bulls be given to us, and



let them choose one bull for themselves and cut it in pieces and lay it on the wood, but put no
fire to it. And I will prepare the other bull and lay it on the wood and put no fire to it. 2 And
you call upon the name of your god, and I will call upon the name of the LorD, and the God
who answers by fire, he is God.” And all the people answered, "It is well spoken.” 2> Then Elijah
said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose for yourselves one bull and prepare it first, for you are
many, and call upon the name of your god, but put no fire to it.” 26 And they took the bull that
was given them, and they prepared it and called upon the name of Baal from morning until
noon, saying, “O Baal, answer us!” But there was no voice, and no one answered. And they
limped around the altar that they had made. 2’ And at noon Elijah mocked them, saying, “Cry
aloud, for he is a god. Either he is musing, or he is relieving himself, or he is on a journey, or
perhaps he is asleep and must be awakened.” 28 And they cried aloud and cut themselves after
their custom with swords and lances, until the blood gushed out upon them. 2 And as midday
passed, they raved on until the time of the offering of the oblation, but there was no voice. No
one answered; no one paid attention.

39 Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come near to me.” And all the people came near to
him. And he repaired the altar of the LORD that had been thrown down. *' Elijah took twelve
stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the

" 32 and with the stones he built an altar in the

LORD came, saying, “Israel shall be your name,
name of the LORD. And he made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain two seahs
of seed. 3* And he put the wood in order and cut the bull in pieces and laid it on the wood.
And he said, “Fill four jars with water and pour it on the burnt offering and on the wood.”

34 And he said, “Do it a second time.” And they did it a second time. And he said, “Do it a third
time.” And they did it a third time. 3> And the water ran around the altar and filled the trench
also with water.

36 And at the time of the offering of the oblation, Elijah the prophet came near and said, “O
LorD, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that you are God in Israel, and
that I am your servant, and that I have done all these things at your word. 37 Answer me, O
LorD, answer me, that this people may know that you, O LORD, are God, and that you have
turned their hearts back.” 38 Then the fire of the LorD fell and consumed the burnt offering and
the wood and the stones and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. ** And
when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces and said, “The LORD, he is God; the LORD, he
is God.” ® And Elijah said to them, “Seize the prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape.”
And they seized them. And Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon and slaughtered
them there.

The LoRrD Sends Rain

41 And Elijah said to Ahab, “Go up, eat and drink, for there is a sound of the rushing of rain.”
4250 Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And Elijah went up to the top of Mount Carmel. And he
bowed himself down on the earth and put his face between his knees. ** And he said to his
servant, “Go up now, look toward the sea.” And he went up and looked and said, “There is
nothing.” And he said, “Go again,” seven times. ** And at the seventh time he said, “Behold, a
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little cloud like a man’s hand is rising from the sea.” And he said, “Go up, say to Ahab, ‘Prepare
your chariot and go down, lest the rain stop you. " ** And in a little while the heavens grew
black with clouds and wind, and there was a great rain. And Ahab rode and went to Jezreel.

46 And the hand of the LORD was on Elijah, and he gathered up his garment and ran before
Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel.

I THESSALONIANS 1

Greeting

1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
Grace to you and peace.

The Thessalonians’ Faith and Example

2\We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers,
% remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers loved by God, that he
has chosen you, ® because our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in
the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among
you for your sake. ® And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word
in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, ” so that you became an example to all the
believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. ® For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth
from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that
we need not say anything. ° For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we
had among you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, '® and
to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the

wrath to come.

EZEKIEL 48

48 "These are the names of the tribes: Beginning at the northern extreme, beside the way of
Hethlon to Lebo-hamath, as far as Hazar-enan (which is on the northern border of Damascus
over against Hamath), and extending from the east side to the west, Dan, one portion.

2 Adjoining the territory of Dan, from the east side to the west, Asher, one portion. * Adjoining
the territory of Asher, from the east side to the west, Naphtali, one portion. * Adjoining the
territory of Naphtali, from the east side to the west, Manasseh, one portion. * Adjoining the
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territory of Manasseh, from the east side to the west, Ephraim, one portion. ® Adjoining the
territory of Ephraim, from the east side to the west, Reuben, one portion. 7 Adjoining the
territory of Reuben, from the east side to the west, Judah, one portion.

8“Adjoining the territory of Judah, from the east side to the west, shall be the portion which
you shall set apart, 25,000 cubits in breadth, and in length equal to one of the tribal portions,
from the east side to the west, with the sanctuary in the midst of it. ® The portion that you shall
set apart for the LORD shall be 25,000 cubits in length, and 20,000 in breadth. ' These shall be
the allotments of the holy portion: the priests shall have an allotment measuring 25,000 cubits
on the northern side, 10,000 cubits in breadth on the western side, 10,000 in breadth on the
eastern side, and 25,000 in length on the southern side, with the sanctuary of the LORD in the
midst of it. "' This shall be for the consecrated priests, the sons of Zadok, who kept my charge,
who did not go astray when the people of Israel went astray, as the Levites did. > And it shall
belong to them as a special portion from the holy portion of the land, a most holy place,
adjoining the territory of the Levites. '* And alongside the territory of the priests, the Levites
shall have an allotment 25,000 cubits in length and 10,000 in breadth. The whole length shall
be 25,000 cubits and the breadth 20,000. ™ They shall not sell or exchange any of it. They shall
not alienate this choice portion of the land, for it is holy to the LorD.

' “The remainder, 5,000 cubits in breadth and 25,000 in length, shall be for common use for
the city, for dwellings and for open country. In the midst of it shall be the city, '® and these
shall be its measurements: the north side 4,500 cubits, the south side 4,500, the east side
4,500, and the west side 4,500. ' And the city shall have open land: on the north 250 cubits, on
the south 250, on the east 250, and on the west 250. '® The remainder of the length alongside
the holy portion shall be 10,000 cubits to the east, and 10,000 to the west, and it shall be
alongside the holy portion. Its produce shall be food for the workers of the city. ' And the
workers of the city, from all the tribes of Israel, shall till it. 2° The whole portion that you shall
set apart shall be 25,000 cubits square, that is, the holy portion together with the property of
the city.

21 "\What remains on both sides of the holy portion and of the property of the city shall
belong to the prince. Extending from the 25,000 cubits of the holy portion to the east border,
and westward from the 25,000 cubits to the west border, parallel to the tribal portions, it shall
belong to the prince. The holy portion with the sanctuary of the temple shall be in its midst.
21t shall be separate from the property of the Levites and the property of the city, which are in
the midst of that which belongs to the prince. The portion of the prince shall lie between the
territory of Judah and the territory of Benjamin.

B As for the rest of the tribes: from the east side to the west, Benjamin, one portion.

24 Adjoining the territory of Benjamin, from the east side to the west, Simeon, one portion.

5 Adjoining the territory of Simeon, from the east side to the west, Issachar, one portion.

26 Adjoining the territory of Issachar, from the east side to the west, Zebulun, one portion.

27 Adjoining the territory of Zebulun, from the east side to the west, Gad, one portion. 22 And
adjoining the territory of Gad to the south, the boundary shall run from Tamar to the waters of
Meribah-kadesh, from there along the Brook of Egypt to the Great Sea. # This is the land that
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you shall allot as an inheritance among the tribes of Israel, and these are their portions, Notes
declares the Lord Gob. Thoughts

Questions:
The Gates of the City

30"These shall be the exits of the city: On the north side, which is to be 4,500 cubits by
measure, *' three gates, the gate of Reuben, the gate of Judah, and the gate of Levi, the gates
of the city being named after the tribes of Israel. 3 On the east side, which is to be 4,500
cubits, three gates, the gate of Joseph, the gate of Benjamin, and the gate of Dan. 33 On the
south side, which is to be 4,500 cubits by measure, three gates, the gate of Simeon, the gate of
Issachar, and the gate of Zebulun. 3* On the west side, which is to be 4,500 cubits, three gates,
the gate of Gad, the gate of Asher, and the gate of Naphtali. ** The circumference of the city
shall be 18,000 cubits. And the name of the city from that time on shall be, The LorD Is There.”

e JOURNAL A PRAYER TO THE LORD FROM YOUR READING TODAY.




