OCTOBER 12

GCC 2021 READING PLAN

PRAY:

Father show us who you are. Show us your person, your power, your purposes. Overwhelm us
with a knowledge of you that penetrates our minds and imbeds itself in the deepest recesses of
our hearts. Let this knowledge so change our hearts that it results in our lives being lived in
light of who you are, what you have done and what you say is true about us in Jesus Christ.

AS YOU READ THROUGH TODAY’S PASSAGES REFLECT ON THESE QUESTIONS:

What are some things revealed in these passages about the person and character of

God? Who is he? What is he like?

What are some things that God has done to reveal who he is?

Who are you in light of God’s work? What is it that God is saying about you?

How should knowing who God is, what he has done and what he says about you change

how you live?

| Kings 15
Colossians 2
Ezekiel 45
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Abijam Reigns in Judah

15 Now in the eighteenth year of King Jeroboam the son of Nebat, Abijam began to reign over
Judah. 2 He reigned for three years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Maacah the daughter
of Abishalom. ® And he walked in all the sins that his father did before him, and his heart was
not wholly true to the LORD his God, as the heart of David his father. # Nevertheless, for David's
sake the LORD his God gave him a lamp in Jerusalem, setting up his son after him, and
establishing Jerusalem, * because David did what was right in the eyes of the LORD and did not
turn aside from anything that he commanded him all the days of his life, except in the matter
of Uriah the Hittite. ® Now there was war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam all the days of his
life. ” The rest of the acts of Abijam and all that he did, are they not written in the Book of the
Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? And there was war between Abijam and Jeroboam. & And
Abijam slept with his fathers, and they buried him in the city of David. And Asa his son reigned
in his place.

Asa Reigns in Judah

°In the twentieth year of Jeroboam king of Israel, Asa began to reign over Judah, ' and he
reigned forty-one years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Maacah the daughter of
Abishalom. ' And Asa did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, as David his father had done.
12 He put away the male cult prostitutes out of the land and removed all the idols that his
fathers had made. ' He also removed Maacah his mother from being queen mother because
she had made an abominable image for Asherah. And Asa cut down her image and burned it
at the brook Kidron. " But the high places were not taken away. Nevertheless, the heart of Asa
was wholly true to the LORD all his days. * And he brought into the house of the LORD the
sacred gifts of his father and his own sacred gifts, silver, and gold, and vessels.

16 And there was war between Asa and Baasha king of Israel all their days. '” Baasha king of
Israel went up against Judah and built Ramah, that he might permit no one to go out or come
in to Asa king of Judah. *® Then Asa took all the silver and the gold that were left in the
treasures of the house of the LORD and the treasures of the king's house and gave them into
the hands of his servants. And King Asa sent them to Ben-hadad the son of Tabrimmon, the

19 ot there be a covenant

son of Hezion, king of Syria, who lived in Damascus, saying,
between me and you, as there was between my father and your father. Behold, I am sending to
you a present of silver and gold. Go, break your covenant with Baasha king of Israel, that he
may withdraw from me.” 2° And Ben-hadad listened to King Asa and sent the commanders of
his armies against the cities of Israel and conquered [jon, Dan, Abel-beth-maacah, and all

Chinneroth, with all the land of Naphtali. 2! And when Baasha heard of it, he stopped building

Ramah, and he lived in Tirzah. 2 Then King Asa made a proclamation to all Judah, none was
exempt, and they carried away the stones of Ramah and its timber, with which Baasha had



been building, and with them King Asa built Geba of Benjamin and Mizpah. 2 Now the rest of
all the acts of Asa, all his might, and all that he did, and the cities that he built, are they not
written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? But in his old age he was diseased
in his feet. 2 And Asa slept with his fathers and was buried with his fathers in the city of David
his father, and Jehoshaphat his son reigned in his place.

Nadab Reigns in Israel

%5 Nadab the son of Jeroboam began to reign over Israel in the second year of Asa king of
Judah, and he reigned over Israel two years. 2 He did what was evil in the sight of the LORD
and walked in the way of his father, and in his sin which he made Israel to sin.

27 Baasha the son of Ahijah, of the house of Issachar, conspired against him. And Baasha
struck him down at Gibbethon, which belonged to the Philistines, for Nadab and all Israel were
laying siege to Gibbethon. 28 So Baasha killed him in the third year of Asa king of Judah and
reigned in his place. 2 And as soon as he was king, he killed all the house of Jeroboam. He left
to the house of Jeroboam not one that breathed, until he had destroyed it, according to the
word of the LORD that he spoke by his servant Ahijah the Shilonite. *°It was for the sins of
Jeroboam that he sinned and that he made Israel to sin, and because of the anger to which he
provoked the LORD, the God of Israel.

31 Now the rest of the acts of Nadab and all that he did, are they not written in the Book of
the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel? 32 And there was war between Asa and Baasha king of
Israel all their days.

COLOSSIANS 2

2 For I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you and for those at Laodicea and for
all who have not seen me face to face, ? that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit
together in love, to reach all the riches of full assurance of understanding and the knowledge
of God's mystery, which is Christ, *in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge. *I say this in order that no one may delude you with plausible arguments. ° For
though I am absent in body, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and
the firmness of your faith in Christ.

Alive in Christ

® Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, ? rooted and built up in
him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.

8 See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to
human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ.
®For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, ' and you have been filled in him, who is
the head of all rule and authority. "' In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision
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made without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ,

2 having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through
faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead. ' And you, who were
dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with
him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, ' by canceling the record of debt that stood against
us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. ' He disarmed the rulers
and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him.

Let No One Disqualify You

16 Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food and drink, or with regard
to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath. ' These are a shadow of the things to come, but the
substance belongs to Christ. ® Let no one disqualify you, insisting on asceticism and worship
of angels, going on in detail about visions, puffed up without reason by his sensuous mind,

1% and not holding fast to the Head, from whom the whole body, nourished and knit together
through its joints and ligaments, grows with a growth that is from God.

201f with Christ you died to the elemental spirits of the world, why, as if you were still alive in
the world, do you submit to regulations— 2! “Do not handle, Do not taste, Do not touch”

22 (referring to things that all perish as they are used)—according to human precepts and
teachings? 2 These have indeed an appearance of wisdom in promoting self-made religion
and asceticism and severity to the body, but they are of no value in stopping the indulgence of
the flesh.

EZEKIEL 45

The Holy District

45 "When you allot the land as an inheritance, you shall set apart for the LORD a portion of the
land as a holy district, 25,000 cubits long and 20,000 cubits broad. It shall be holy throughout
its whole extent. 2 Of this a square plot of 500 by 500 cubits shall be for the sanctuary, with fifty
cubits for an open space around it. * And from this measured district you shall measure off a
section 25,000 cubits long and 10,000 broad, in which shall be the sanctuary, the Most Holy
Place. It shall be the holy portion of the land. It shall be for the priests, who minister in the
sanctuary and approach the LORD to minister to him, and it shall be a place for their houses
and a holy place for the sanctuary. * Another section, 25,000 cubits long and 10,000 cubits
broad, shall be for the Levites who minister at the temple, as their possession for cities to live

in.
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6 “Alongside the portion set apart as the holy district you shall assign for the property of the
city an area 5,000 cubits broad and 25,000 cubits long. It shall belong to the whole house of
Israel.

The Portion for the Prince

7"And to the prince shall belong the land on both sides of the holy district and the property
of the city, alongside the holy district and the property of the city, on the west and on the east,
corresponding in length to one of the tribal portions, and extending from the western to the
eastern boundary 8 of the land. It is to be his property in Israel. And my princes shall no more
oppress my people, but they shall let the house of Israel have the land according to their
tribes.

®“Thus says the Lord Gob: Enough, O princes of Israel! Put away violence and oppression,
and execute justice and righteousness. Cease your evictions of my people, declares the Lord
Gob.

19 "You shall have just balances, a just ephah, and a just bath. ' The ephah and the bath
shall be of the same measure, the bath containing one tenth of a homer, and the ephah one
tenth of a homer; the homer shall be the standard measure. ' The shekel shall be twenty
gerahs; twenty shekels plus twenty-five shekels plus fifteen shekels shall be your mina.

13 “This is the offering that you shall make: one sixth of an ephah from each homer of wheat,
and one sixth of an ephah from each homer of barley, " and as the fixed portion of olil,
measured in baths, one tenth of a bath from each cor (the cor, like the homer, contains ten
baths). '® And one sheep from every flock of two hundred, from the watering places of Israel
for grain offering, burnt offering, and peace offerings, to make atonement for them, declares
the Lord Gob. *® All the people of the land shall be obliged to give this offering to the prince in
Israel. "1t shall be the prince’s duty to furnish the burnt offerings, grain offerings, and drink
offerings, at the feasts, the new moons, and the Sabbaths, all the appointed feasts of the house
of Israel: he shall provide the sin offerings, grain offerings, burnt offerings, and peace offerings,
to make atonement on behalf of the house of Israel.

18 “Thus says the Lord Gob: In the first month, on the first day of the month, you shall take a
bull from the herd without blemish, and purify the sanctuary. ' The priest shall take some of
the blood of the sin offering and put it on the doorposts of the temple, the four corners of the
ledge of the altar, and the posts of the gate of the inner court. 2 You shall do the same on the
seventh day of the month for anyone who has sinned through error or ignorance; so you shall
make atonement for the temple.

21'Tn the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month, you shall celebrate the Feast of
the Passover, and for seven days unleavened bread shall be eaten. 2 On that day the prince
shall provide for himself and all the people of the land a young bull for a sin offering. 2 And on
the seven days of the festival he shall provide as a burnt offering to the LORD seven young
bulls and seven rams without blemish, on each of the seven days; and a male goat daily for a
sin offering. 2* And he shall provide as a grain offering an ephah for each bull, an ephah for
each ram, and a hin of oil to each ephah. # In the seventh month, on the fifteenth day of the
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month and for the seven days of the feast, he shall make the same provision for sin offerings, Notes

burnt offerings, and grain offerings, and for the oil. Thoughts

Questions:

e JOURNAL A PRAYER TO THE LORD FROM YOUR READING TODAY.




