OCTOBER 3

GCC 2021 READING PLAN

PRAY:

Father show us who you are. Show us your person, your power, your purposes. Overwhelm us
with a knowledge of you that penetrates our minds and imbeds itself in the deepest recesses of
our hearts. Let this knowledge so change our hearts that it results in our lives being lived in
light of who you are, what you have done and what you say is true about us in Jesus Christ.

AS YOU READ THROUGH TODAY’S PASSAGES REFLECT ON THESE QUESTIONS:

What are some things revealed in these passages about the person and character of

God? Who is he? What is he like?

What are some things that God has done to reveal who he is?

Who are you in light of God’s work? What is it that God is saying about you?

How should knowing who God is, what he has done and what he says about you change

how you live?

| Kings 6
Ephesians 3
Ezekiel 36
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Solomon Builds the Temple

6 In the four hundred and eightieth year after the people of Israel came out of the land of
Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon'’s reign over Israel, in the month of Ziv, which is the
second month, he began to build the house of the LORD. 2 The house that King Solomon built
for the LORD was sixty cubits long, twenty cubits wide, and thirty cubits high. * The vestibule in
front of the nave of the house was twenty cubits long, equal to the width of the house, and ten
cubits deep in front of the house. * And he made for the house windows with recessed frames.
> He also built a structure against the wall of the house, running around the walls of the house,
both the nave and the inner sanctuary. And he made side chambers all around. ® The lowest
story was five cubits broad, the middle one was six cubits broad, and the third was seven
cubits broad. For around the outside of the house he made offsets on the wall in order that the
supporting beams should not be inserted into the walls of the house.

"When the house was built, it was with stone prepared at the quarry, so that neither
hammer nor axe nor any tool of iron was heard in the house while it was being built.

8 The entrance for the lowest story was on the south side of the house, and one went up by
stairs to the middle story, and from the middle story to the third. ® So he built the house and
finished it, and he made the ceiling of the house of beams and planks of cedar. ' He built the
structure against the whole house, five cubits high, and it was joined to the house with timbers
of cedar.

1 Now the word of the LORD came to Solomon, 12

Concerning this house that you are
building, if you will walk in my statutes and obey my rules and keep all my commandments
and walk in them, then I will establish my word with you, which I spoke to David your father.
2 And I will dwell among the children of Israel and will not forsake my people Israel.”

14 So Solomon built the house and finished it. ' He lined the walls of the house on the
inside with boards of cedar. From the floor of the house to the walls of the ceiling, he covered
them on the inside with wood, and he covered the floor of the house with boards of cypress.
'® He built twenty cubits of the rear of the house with boards of cedar from the floor to the
walls, and he built this within as an inner sanctuary, as the Most Holy Place. ' The house, that
is, the nave in front of the inner sanctuary, was forty cubits long. ' The cedar within the house
was carved in the form of gourds and open flowers. All was cedar; no stone was seen. '? The
inner sanctuary he prepared in the innermost part of the house, to set there the ark of the
covenant of the LORD. 2° The inner sanctuary was twenty cubits long, twenty cubits wide, and
twenty cubits high, and he overlaid it with pure gold. He also overlaid an altar of cedar. ' And

Solomon overlaid the inside of the house with pure gold, and he drew chains of gold across, in

front of the inner sanctuary, and overlaid it with gold. 2 And he overlaid the whole house with
gold, until all the house was finished. Also the whole altar that belonged to the inner sanctuary
he overlaid with gold.



B1n the inner sanctuary he made two cherubim of olivewood, each ten cubits high. 2* Five
cubits was the length of one wing of the cherub, and five cubits the length of the other wing of
the cherub; it was ten cubits from the tip of one wing to the tip of the other. 2® The other
cherub also measured ten cubits; both cherubim had the same measure and the same form.
26 The height of one cherub was ten cubits, and so was that of the other cherub. ?” He put the
cherubim in the innermost part of the house. And the wings of the cherubim were spread out
so that a wing of one touched the one wall, and a wing of the other cherub touched the other
wall; their other wings touched each other in the middle of the house. 8 And he overlaid the
cherubim with gold.

29 Around all the walls of the house he carved engraved figures of cherubim and palm trees
and open flowers, in the inner and outer rooms. 3® The floor of the house he overlaid with gold
in the inner and outer rooms.

31 For the entrance to the inner sanctuary he made doors of olivewood; the lintel and the
doorposts were five-sided. 3> He covered the two doors of olivewood with carvings of
cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers. He overlaid them with gold and spread gold on the
cherubim and on the palm trees.

350 also he made for the entrance to the nave doorposts of olivewood, in the form of a
square, 3*and two doors of cypress wood. The two leaves of the one door were folding, and
the two leaves of the other door were folding. 3> On them he carved cherubim and palm trees
and open flowers, and he overlaid them with gold evenly applied on the carved work. 3¢ He
built the inner court with three courses of cut stone and one course of cedar beams.

371n the fourth year the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid, in the month of Ziv.
3 And in the eleventh year, in the month of Bul, which is the eighth month, the house was
finished in all its parts, and according to all its specifications. He was seven years in building it.

EPHESIANS 3

The Mystery of the Gospel Revealed

3 For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— ? assuming that
you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace that was given to me for you, * how the
mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. * When you read this,
you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, ® which was not made known to the
sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and
prophets by the Spirit. ® This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same
body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

7 Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God's grace, which was given
me by the working of his power. 8 To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace
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was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, ® and to bring to light for
everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, ° so
that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers
and authorities in the heavenly places. ' This was according to the eternal purpose that he has
realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, *?in whom we have boldness and access with confidence
through our faith in him. ' So I ask you not to lose heart over what I am suffering for you,
which is your glory.

Prayer for Spiritual Strength

Y For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, ' from whom every family in heaven
and on earth is named, '® that according to the riches of his glory he may grant you to be
strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, ' so that Christ may dwell in
your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, *® may have strength
to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, *® and
to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness
of God.

20 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according
to the power at work within us, 2" to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout
all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

EZEKIEL 36

Prophecy to the Mountains of Israel

36 "And you, son of man, prophesy to the mountains of Israel, and say, O mountains of Israel,
hear the word of the LorD. 2 Thus says the Lord Gob: Because the enemy said of you, ‘Aha!’
and, 'The ancient heights have become our possession,’ 3 therefore prophesy, and say, Thus
says the Lord Gob: Precisely because they made you desolate and crushed you from all sides,
so that you became the possession of the rest of the nations, and you became the talk and evil
gossip of the people,  therefore, O mountains of Israel, hear the word of the Lord Gob: Thus
says the Lord Gob to the mountains and the hills, the ravines and the valleys, the desolate
wastes and the deserted cities, which have become a prey and derision to the rest of the
nations all around, ° therefore thus says the Lord Gob: Surely I have spoken in my hot jealousy
against the rest of the nations and against all Edom, who gave my land to themselves as a
possession with wholehearted joy and utter contempt, that they might make its pasturelands a
prey. ® Therefore prophesy concerning the land of Israel, and say to the mountains and hills, to
the ravines and valleys, Thus says the Lord Gop: Behold, I have spoken in my jealous wrath,
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because you have suffered the reproach of the nations. ” Therefore thus says the Lord Gob:
swear that the nations that are all around you shall themselves suffer reproach.

8“But you, O mountains of Israel, shall shoot forth your branches and yield your fruit to my
people Israel, for they will soon come home. ® For behold, I am for you, and I will turn to you,
and you shall be tilled and sown. ' And I will multiply people on you, the whole house of
Israel, all of it. The cities shall be inhabited and the waste places rebuilt. ' And I will multiply on
you man and beast, and they shall multiply and be fruitful. And I will cause you to be inhabited
as in your former times, and will do more good to you than ever before. Then you will know
that I am the LorD. "1 will let people walk on you, even my people Israel. And they shall
possess you, and you shall be their inheritance, and you shall no longer bereave them of
children. ' Thus says the Lord Gob: Because they say to you, ‘'You devour people, and you
bereave your nation of children,’ ™ therefore you shall no longer devour people and no longer
bereave your nation of children, declares the Lord Gob. ** And I will not let you hear anymore
the reproach of the nations, and you shall no longer bear the disgrace of the peoples and no
longer cause your nation to stumble, declares the Lord Gob.”

The LorD’s Concern for His Holy Name

17Son of man, when the house of Israel lived in their

6 The word of the LORD came to me:
own land, they defiled it by their ways and their deeds. Their ways before me were like the
uncleanness of a woman in her menstrual impurity. ® So I poured out my wrath upon them for
the blood that they had shed in the land, for the idols with which they had defiled it. '1
scattered them among the nations, and they were dispersed through the countries. In
accordance with their ways and their deeds I judged them. 2° But when they came to the
nations, wherever they came, they profaned my holy name, in that people said of them, ‘These
are the people of the LORD, and yet they had to go out of his land.’ 2! But I had concern for my

holy name, which the house of Israel had profaned among the nations to which they came.

I Will Put My Spirit Within You

22 "Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord Gob: It is not for your sake, O

house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, which you have
profaned among the nations to which you came. 2* And I will vindicate the holiness of my great
name, which has been profaned among the nations, and which you have profaned among
them. And the nations will know that I am the LORD, declares the Lord Gob, when through you I
vindicate my holiness before their eyes. 21 will take you from the nations and gather you from
all the countries and bring you into your own land. 2 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and
you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 2 And
I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of
stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 2 And I will put my Spirit within you, and
cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules. 2 You shall dwell in the land
that I gave to your fathers, and you shall be my people, and I will be your God. 2° And T will
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deliver you from all your uncleannesses. And I will summon the grain and make it abundant

Notes
and lay no famine upon you. 3°1 will make the fruit of the tree and the increase of the field Thoughts
abundant, that you may never again suffer the disgrace of famine among the nations. 3' Then Questions:

you will remember your evil ways, and your deeds that were not good, and you will loathe
yourselves for your iniquities and your abominations. 31t is not for your sake that I will act,
declares the Lord Gob; let that be known to you. Be ashamed and confounded for your ways,
O house of Israel.

3 "Thus says the Lord Gob: On the day that I cleanse you from all your iniquities, I will cause
the cities to be inhabited, and the waste places shall be rebuilt. ¥ And the land that was
desolate shall be tilled, instead of being the desolation that it was in the sight of all who
passed by. ** And they will say, ‘This land that was desolate has become like the garden of
Eden, and the waste and desolate and ruined cities are now fortified and inhabited.’ ¢ Then the
nations that are left all around you shall know that I am the LoRrb; I have rebuilt the ruined

places and replanted that which was desolate. I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it.

37"Thus says the Lord Gob: This also I will let the house of Israel ask me to do for them: to

increase their people like a flock. 38 Like the flock for sacrifices, like the flock at Jerusalem
during her appointed feasts, so shall the waste cities be filled with flocks of people. Then they
will know that I am the LOrRD."

e JOURNAL A PRAYER TO THE LORD FROM YOUR READING TODAY.




