OCTOBER 1

GCC 2021 READING PLAN

PRAY:

Father show us who you are. Show us your person, your power, your purposes. Overwhelm us
with a knowledge of you that penetrates our minds and imbeds itself in the deepest recesses of
our hearts. Let this knowledge so change our hearts that it results in our lives being lived in
light of who you are, what you have done and what you say is true about us in Jesus Christ.

AS YOU READ THROUGH TODAY’S PASSAGES REFLECT ON THESE QUESTIONS:

What are some things revealed in these passages about the person and character of

God? Who is he? What is he like?

What are some things that God has done to reveal who he is?

Who are you in light of God’s work? What is it that God is saying about you?

How should knowing who God is, what he has done and what he says about you change

how you live?

| Kings 3
Ephesians 1
Ezekiel 34
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Solomon’s Prayer for Wisdom

3 Solomon made a marriage alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt. He took Pharaoh’s daughter
and brought her into the city of David until he had finished building his own house and the
house of the LorD and the wall around Jerusalem. 2 The people were sacrificing at the high
places, however, because no house had yet been built for the name of the LORD.

3 Solomon loved the LoRrD, walking in the statutes of David his father, only he sacrificed and
made offerings at the high places. * And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was
the great high place. Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. > At
Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I shall
give you.” ® And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant
David my father, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in
uprightness of heart toward you. And you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and
have given him a son to sit on his throne this day. ? And now, O LorRD my God, you have made
your servant king in place of David my father, although I am but a little child. I do not know
how to go out or come in. # And your servant is in the midst of your people whom you have
chosen, a great people, too many to be numbered or counted for multitude. ° Give your
servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, that I may discern between
good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great people?”

191t pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. " And God said to him, “Because you
have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies,
but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, > behold, I now do
according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so that none like you
has been before you and none like you shall arise after you. *1 give you also what you have
not asked, both riches and honor, so that no other king shall compare with you, all your days.
4 And if you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father
David walked, then I will lengthen your days.”

1> And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem and stood
before the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and offered up burnt offerings and peace offerings,
and made a feast for all his servants.

Solomon’s Wisdom

6 Then two prostitutes came to the king and stood before him. " The one woman said, “Oh,
my lord, this woman and I live in the same house, and I gave birth to a child while she was in
the house. ' Then on the third day after I gave birth, this woman also gave birth. And we were
alone. There was no one else with us in the house; only we two were in the house. ' And this

woman's son died in the night, because she lay on him. 2° And she arose at midnight and took
my son from beside me, while your servant slept, and laid him at her breast, and laid her dead



son at my breast. 2! When I rose in the morning to nurse my child, behold, he was dead. But
when [ looked at him closely in the morning, behold, he was not the child that I had borne.”

22 Byt the other woman said, “No, the living child is mine, and the dead child is yours.” The first
said, "No, the dead child is yours, and the living child is mine.” Thus they spoke before the
king.

22 Then the king said, “The one says, 'This is my son that is alive, and your son is dead’; and
the other says, ‘No; but your son is dead, and my son is the living one.’ ” 2* And the king said,
“Bring me a sword.” So a sword was brought before the king. 2* And the king said, “Divide the
living child in two, and give half to the one and half to the other.” 26 Then the woman whose
son was alive said to the king, because her heart yearned for her son, "Oh, my lord, give her
the living child, and by no means put him to death.” But the other said, “He shall be neither
mine nor yours; divide him.” 2 Then the king answered and said, “Give the living child to the
first woman, and by no means put him to death; she is his mother.” 28 And all Israel heard of
the judgment that the king had rendered, and they stood in awe of the king, because they

perceived that the wisdom of God was in him to do justice.

EPHESIANS 1

Greeting

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,
To the saints who are in Ephesus, and are faithful in Christ Jesus:
2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Spiritual Blessings in Christ

?Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, % even as he chose us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love * he
predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose
of his will, ®to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7 In
him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to
the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight ? making known

to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 1

as a plan
for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.

"In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the
purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, *? so that we who
were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. ' In him you also, when you

heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the
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promised Holy Spirit, " who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of
it, to the praise of his glory.

Thanksgiving and Prayer

'3 For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward
all the saints, 1 do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, ' that
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of
revelation in the knowledge of him, ® having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you
may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious
inheritance in the saints, ' and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us
who believe, according to the working of his great might ?° that he worked in Christ when he
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 2! far above
all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only
in this age but also in the one to come. 2 And he put all things under his feet and gave him as
head over all things to the church, 2* which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

EZEKIEL 34

Prophecy Against the Shepherds of Israel

34 The word of the LORD came to me: 2“Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel;
prophesy, and say to them, even to the shepherds, Thus says the Lord Gob: Ah, shepherds of
Israel who have been feeding yourselves! Should not shepherds feed the sheep? 3 You eat the
fat, you clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the fat ones, but you do not feed the
sheep. * The weak you have not strengthened, the sick you have not healed, the injured you
have not bound up, the strayed you have not brought back, the lost you have not sought, and
with force and harshness you have ruled them. ® So they were scattered, because there was no
shepherd, and they became food for all the wild beasts. My sheep were scattered; ® they
wandered over all the mountains and on every high hill. My sheep were scattered over all the
face of the earth, with none to search or seek for them.

""Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LorD: 8 As I live, declares the Lord Gop,
surely because my sheep have become a prey, and my sheep have become food for all the
wild beasts, since there was no shepherd, and because my shepherds have not searched for
my sheep, but the shepherds have fed themselves, and have not fed my sheep, ? therefore, you
shepherds, hear the word of the Lorp: '® Thus says the Lord Gob, Behold, I am against the
shepherds, and I will require my sheep at their hand and put a stop to their feeding the sheep.
No longer shall the shepherds feed themselves. I will rescue my sheep from their mouths, that
they may not be food for them.
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The Lord Gob Will Seek Them Out

" “For thus says the Lord Gob: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek them

out. ? As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered,
so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they have been
scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. ®* And I will bring them out from the peoples
and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land. And I will feed
them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country.
141 will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their
grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall
feed on the mountains of Israel. '*I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will
make them lie down, declares the Lord Gob. '®1 will seek the lost, and I will bring back the
strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the
strong I will destroy. I will feed them in justice.

7" As for you, my flock, thus says the Lord Gob: Behold, I judge between sheep and sheep,
between rams and male goats. '®Is it not enough for you to feed on the good pasture, that
you must tread down with your feet the rest of your pasture; and to drink of clear water, that
you must muddy the rest of the water with your feet? ' And must my sheep eat what you have
trodden with your feet, and drink what you have muddied with your feet?

20“Therefore, thus says the Lord Gob to them: Behold, I, I myself will judge between the fat
sheep and the lean sheep. ! Because you push with side and shoulder, and thrust at all the
weak with your horns, till you have scattered them abroad, 221 will rescue my flock; they shall
no longer be a prey. And I will judge between sheep and sheep. > And I will set up over them
one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their
shepherd. * And I, the Lorp, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among
them. I am the LORD; I have spoken.

The LorD’s Covenant of Peace

25 T will make with them a covenant of peace and banish wild beasts from the land, so that

they may dwell securely in the wilderness and sleep in the woods. 26 And I will make them and
the places all around my hill a blessing, and I will send down the showers in their season; they
shall be showers of blessing. 2’ And the trees of the field shall yield their fruit, and the earth
shall yield its increase, and they shall be secure in their land. And they shall know thatI am the
LorD, when I break the bars of their yoke, and deliver them from the hand of those who
enslaved them. 28 They shall no more be a prey to the nations, nor shall the beasts of the land
devour them. They shall dwell securely, and none shall make them afraid. 2* And I will provide
for them renowned plantations so that they shall no more be consumed with hunger in the
land, and no longer suffer the reproach of the nations. 3® And they shall know that I am the
LoRrD their God with them, and that they, the house of Israel, are my people, declares the Lord
Gob. 3" And you are my sheep, human sheep of my pasture, and I am your God, declares the
Lord Gob.”
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