
1 

 
TEACHING NOTES 

 
ADVENT 2020: PROMISE KEPT // PT. 1, ALL THE STARS IN THE SKY 
 
GENESIS 12:1-3; 15:1-18 
 
 
 
GOD’S PROMISE IS                                      THAN WE CAN IMAGINE. 
 

• Then the Lord took Abram outside and said to him, “Look up into the sky and count the stars 
if you can. That’s how many descendants you will have!” (Genesis 15:5 NLT) 

 
 
BIGGER THAN... 
 
1.  : God’s promise is not just to us; it flows                                      us. 
 

o “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great…” 
(Genesis 12:2 NIV) 

 
o  “...all the peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” (Genesis 12:3 NIV) 

 
2. My                              : A promise                               is not a promise                         . 
 

o “...since I remain childless…” (Genesis 15:2 NIV) 
 

o  “You, however, will go to your ancestors...” (Genesis 15:15 NIV) 
 
3. My                             : God promises to                              so we may                              . 
 

o ...a thick and dreadful darkness came over him [Abram]. (Genesis 15:12 NIV) 
 

o ...Abram saw a smoking firepot and a flaming torch pass between the halves of the 
carcasses. So the LORD made a covenant with Abram. (Genesis 15:17-18 NLT) 

 

COMMUNION DISCUSSION: Communion reminds us that God is a promise-keeper. Nothing, not 
even death, will stop God from keeping His promise to us. 

1. How does it feel to know that one of the stars in the sky represents you? 
 

2. God loved us, literally, to death. What can it look like to love God with your life? 
 

3. Pray: Confess your impatience with His delays and thank Him for keeping His promise in His 
own timing.  
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4.  

 
 
 
 
For each of the following questions, answer together if in a group or write in a journal if doing it 
individually. For more details on each of the questions, go here https://tinyurl.com/gotoDBS. 

This Sunday begins the Advent season. Advent means: “the arrival of a notable person or event.” It 
is the four weeks preceding Christmas in which Christians remember Jesus’ arrival as a baby and 
anticipate his promised return as King. With Jesus’ birth, God delivered hope, love, joy and peace to 
a waiting world. After all, in a world of broken promises, we’re all waiting for something. This Sunday, 
we look at Abraham – the first of four moments in Old Testament History in which God pointed 
towards His coming promise.  We can find his story in Genesis 15:1-20. 

 

SHARE AS A GROUP 

1. Thankfulness: What is something you’re thankful for that happened this past week? 

2. Challenges: What challenges are you facing? 

3. Assistance: How can the group (or those you’re in contact with) help with those challenges? 

4. Accountability: How did you practice and share with someone what you read last week? 

 
 

STUDY AS A GROUP 

1. Read Genesis 15:1-20. Re-read it in a different version, re-tell it in your own words, and write 
down any parts that really stuck with you. 

2. What did you learn about God from this passage? 

3. What did you learn about people from this passage? 

4. How can you put the passage into practice? “I will…” 

5. Who needs to hear about what you learned from this passage? “I will tell…” 

 
 

PRAYER 

1. Give thanks for everything listed in Share Q. 1 

2. Ask God to help with everything listed in Share Q. 2 

3. Ask for a greater understanding of what you read in Study Q. 1 

4. Ask for courage to do the things listed in Study Q. 4-5 

  

  ADULT GROUPS 

https://storage.snappages.site/PS4PPJ/assets/files/Detailed-DBS-outline.docx.pdf
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ICE BREAKER 
 
Have you ever had someone break a promise that was made to you? Have you ever had someone 
keep a promise that was made to you? How did either of those experiences  affect the 
relationship you had with that person? 
 
GROUP DISCUSSION:  Genesis 15:1-6 
 

1. Use parts 1, 2 and 3 of the DBS steps listed in the adult group section above. 

2. Discussion Spark Questions in the event that your group is not responding well.  

• “What did you learn about God from this passage?” 
o Despite Abram’s concerns, questions, and doubts, God doubles-down on his 

commitment to bless Abram with descendants. His timing was different from 
Abram’s expectations, of course, but that’s often the way it is with God. What do you 
learn about the nature of God from this realization about how his timing often doesn’t 
match our own? 

o A covenant, like the one made between God and Abram, is technically an agreement 
between two people in which each side commits to uphold their end of the deal. In 
this particular story, however, God takes responsibility for upholding BOTH ends of 
the agreement. What do you think was His message to Abram in performing this act? 

o God doesn’t really “owe” man anything, so what does it teach us about God  that He 
would be willing to make a promise to a man and then make that promise 
unconditional? 

 
• “What did you learn about people from this passage?” 

o God starts with the command “do not be afraid.” There are plenty of reasons why 
Abram may have been afraid, but on a deeper level, what does this say about how we 
often view God as people? 

o Abram is clearly skeptical of God’s promise to him. In what way does Abram’s 
conversation with God mimic the way we see ourselves interacting with God at 
times? 

o Abram chooses to believe despite the uncertainty he was feeling, and it says this was 
credited to him as righteousness. Why is it important for us to believe particularly in 
the times that it isn’t easy? 

 
• “How can you put the passage into practice? ‘I will…’” 

o What is one area of your life that you are skeptical of God’s plan for? What step can 
you take to show that you trust him?  

o God’s promise to Abram was that He would do the impossible - allow a very old 
couple to give birth to a child. This is certainly something Abram and Sarai wanted, 
but not something they ever expected to see happen. What is one big “impossible” 
dream you have that you know could only be possible through the power of God? 

 
• “Who needs to hear about what you learned from this passage? ‘I will tell…’” 

o Who, outside of your family, do you expect to have an interaction with later this week 
and what would it take for you to bring these truths into your conversation? 

PRAYER 

1. Give thanks for everything listed in Share Q. 1 

2. Ask God to help with everything listed in Share Q. 2 

3. Ask for a greater understanding of what you read in Study Q. 1 

4. Ask for courage to do the things listed in Study Q. 4-5 
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SING: 

• Father Abraham (Elementary) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DPKp4AWmQoI  

• God’s Promises (All ages)  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yY3EogFlkCY  

• God Always Keeps His Promises (Elementary)  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WzrFkvn1LGg  

 
WATCH:  Choose or watch both! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NdqrwGJYePQ 

Or https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oPqe1buiCKU 
 
READ:  Genesis 15: 3-6; 17: 3-8; memorize Galatians 3:29 

 
BIG PICTURE QUESTIONS:  God Made A Promise with Abraham 
Preschool: 

• God told Abraham he would have a BIG family, as many as the stars in the sky.  How many 
people do you have in your family? 

• What did Abraham do to show he believed in God’s BIG promise? (he moved to a new place) 

• How do you show God you believe and trust him? 

• Who can you tell that God keeps his promises? 

Elementary: 

• What is a covenant? 

• God told Abraham to move to a different place.  Have you ever been told you were moving 
to a different place?  How did you feel about it?  Who did you choose to believe in and trust 
everything would be okay? 

• Abraham chose to believe and trust God. Do you believe and trust God to keep his promises?  
How can you trust him like Abraham did when we don’t know what’s going to happen next 
or understand how? 

• Who can you share the good news with that God keeps his promises? 
 
PRAY:  Dear God, Thank you for the life of Abraham who trusted you to keep your promise.  Thank 

you for Jesus, who is a part of Abraham’s BIG family.  Help us believe and trust you like 
Abraham did.  Help us to not be afraid and be faithful to you in our choices.  Amen. 

 
ACTIVITY/CRAFTS:  
1. Color Sheets: Print off the color sheet and have them color it while you talk about God’s 

promises to Abraham and us.   
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/120893571225701528/  
https://christianpreschoolprintables.com/wp-content/uploads/CPP/Abraham/AbrahamStarColoring.pdf  

 
2. Family Tree:  Draw a tree.  List at the top your family name, on the next branch list any siblings, 

then your parents, then grandparents, and so on.  Explain, how God gives each person family 
and how His promise of a BIG family for Abraham included Jesus.  When we believe in Jesus, 
we become a part of God’s BIG family and a promise that lasts forever.   
 

3. Visit a beach or Go Stargazing:  Like Abraham looked into the sky and hear God’s promise of a 
BIG family, one he could not begin to count; Take time to feel grains of sand or stand in awe at 
the stars in the sky God created.   
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