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Haiti Youth Mission Team  
Daily Reports (July 2-9, 2022) 

 

Team:   Michael Chambers Kinsley Childs Bobby Golden Emery Gravitt   
 Jennifer Gray Sophie Hadfield Houston Hicks Lily Hicks   
 Eli Horton Addison Johnston Anna Johnston Blake Jacobs   
 Bobby Ray Bonnie Ray Hannah Ray Andrew Reynolds  
 Graham Ries Grace Ring Samuel Russell Patrick Russell   
 Caleb Wagner Lily Williams Hannah Window Maya Window    
 

Please pray for our youth mission team members as they go to Haiti. 
 

 
Today was our first day of camp! We welcomed the kids in and they got split up into their color groups. 
I'm in the color group "wouj" which is "red" in English. There was so much energy with the kids, and we 
all got to know each other. Throughout the day, we sang songs under the carport, played a ton of 
soccer/games, did crafts, and learned our first bible story of the week. I got to reconnect with children I 
met last year, and there were many hugs and kisses. I am unbelievably happy to be back in Haiti, and 
cannot wait to see what this week holds with not only the kids, but our group! - Sophie 
 
 
Today was the beginning of the camp, but I've been left with a bittersweet feeling about it as I've 
reflected on the day. We did all the usual camp activities, such as dancing, bible stories, and most 
importantly soccer, but I found myself preoccupied with the fact that this marks the beginning of my last 
camp in Haiti. Haiti has been a part of my life for the past six years and though I'm sure I'll have many 
opportunities to return in the future, I've been mourning the loss of the certainty that I will return next 
year. But, as I'm sitting here typing this, surrounded by this awesome team, I'm starting to realize 
mourning this is pointless because what I have is right now. This trip so far has been amazing and will 
continue to be, so instead of dwelling on the loss of the consistency of travelling here to help others, I 
should be living in the moment. I am immensely blessed to be here right now and I hope I can continue 
to bless the Haitians with my presence while I am still here. Signing off (for now), Patrick  
 
 
 

7/5-Today was just as amazing as yesterday! Our group here is very determined to give these kids the 
best experience they can. Like yesterday, we welcomed our kids and gave them new wrist bands. I'm in 
the color group "ble", which is blue in creole,\ with Graham, Sammy, and Jackeson as our interpreter. We 
gave them the name tags we took up yesterday and got a few extra members. We originally had 32 
members in the blue team, today we had 35. After giving everyone their name tags and bracelets, we 
went to the coloring sheets. The kids love this part of the day. They don't ever get to be a kid out the walls 
of camp, so they enjoy when they are allowed and expected to be a kid. We then went to the carport to 
sing and give them the saying of the day. We also do a skit, and today's was the good samaritan but with 
soccer. Everything is related to soccer because that is something they enjoy. It is basically their life. Once 
we were dismissed back to our tents, we told the actual story of the good samaritan. After lunch, we 
played and hung out with the kids. Blue team played soccer last so I had a lot of time. I ended up sitting 
with some girls that I've gotten close to and held a 3 year old girl. She fell asleep on me yesterday and 
decided I was, again, a good pillow. It's okay though because she is precious. I also got my hair done by 
some of the girls here. Anyway, once it was blue's turn to play soccer against red team, we lost badly. I 
mean badly! It was 7-0. So yeah that was interesting. We then went back to the carport to dismiss the 
kids. Today was a day that we walked the kids, that live to the right, home. We were all so tired after, but 
the joy was great in everyone's heart. I see the love of Jesus in each of the kids and our group. It is truly 
beautiful to watch. Thank you for all the prayers. Hannah Window 
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7/5-I will second what Hannah said and say that today was so great! Today I read the story of the good 
Samaritan to all of the kids in my color group "zoranj" aka orange. They participated so well and loved 
listening to the story. Our craft today was friendship bracelets to show the importance of helping others. 
They LOVED it. Every kid there had at least 3 bracelets or necklaces on them and even made some for 
friends, us, and our interpreter Junior (he's amazing with the kids). I helped serve lunch today, which was 
a hassle for sure, but I was so happy to see them all happy and eating especially a little girl in my group 
that is really malnourished that I have been holding most of the day. After that, some of the boys 
dragged me to soccer and cheered me on the whole time. After hanging out for a while, we took them 
home and I prayed with their families. When we got back, we had a mere 30 minutes before they all 
came back to play again which is my favorite time because I can really hang out with a few of my favorite 
kids in my group like a little boy named Wenji. I cherish the love he shares with me and love giving him 
the same in return. We are always thankful for your prayers and will look forward to telling everyone 
more of our trip when we get back! Lily Hicks 
 
 

 
7/6=Today was the third day of camp. When we walked out the kids were already in each of their places 
for their color group. I am in the green color group. We gave the kids coloring sheets and sat with them 
for a while. When we sit often times there is like three different kids that come over and cling to us. 
Sometimes more sometimes less, but they just love being close and hugging us and having us hold them. 
After some of them were finishing up with coloring I stood up and danced with a few as music played as 
some of the other children blew bubbles and drew with chalk. I loved dancing with them and 
spinning them around and its so wonderful to see them laughing and smiling. I'm pretty sure their smiles 
could light up the whole world. We gathered everyone together and sang and learned the lesson. Then 
we split up and tell a bible story with our color groups. Then we did a craft where we colored socks. Next 
played a game with all the groups that was almost like hot potato except it's passed along by hitting the 
next person's hand and if you haven't done that when the song stops you're out. I got out second round, 
but it was alright as I got to sit surround by the kids. Then we left for lunch. After we had free time and 
played some soccer then in the afternoon we had a worship night with the kids and their families.   
Gracie Ring 
 
 
 
7/6=Today was our second to last day of camp. Due to this, we were all a bit exhausted, but we knew we 
needed to push through. My group is orange, and in terms of soccer, we've been considered the 
underdogs from day one. However, because of our amazing kids, energetic interpreter, and the spirit of 
our team, we won two games today! Now we get to play in the championship game tomorrow. Each child 
couldn't have been more excited than they were each time we scored. They all ran out at their other 
teammates just looking for someone to celebrate with. To top off the the day, the orange group also won 
the spirit stick: the highest achievement possible everyday at camp. Overall, today was an amazing today, 
and as a mission group, all of us were proud of ourselves for pushing through our exhaustion and having 
the best day yet. Anna Johnston 
 
 

7/7-Today was our last day of camp, so we went all out. My group was green and we had a really great 
group of kids. I would hear others saying that their church kids were bad, but ours ended up doing most 
of the work getting the others to group up. Today we had the finals for our soccer tournament and orange 
won. We were in the losers bracket and tied with the other team. Then after orange had won we grouped 
up everyone and put bubbles in their hands. They clapped and then headed off to the carport to have a 
water day. It was a lot of running around and we all got soaked. We even got attacked by water 
balloons from Patrick. Then we cleaned up from camp. Everyone was helping and it was a good time to 
see the whole team helping out. Then some of the kids came back later and played up until dinner time. I 
will miss these kids but I am sure glad it's all over. Eli Horton 
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7/7-As Eli said before, today was the last day of camp and I think the best way to describe it is the "Grand 
Finale". Today we gathered together every last bit of energy and even a little extra from the Holy Spirit to 
put on the best last day for the kids. And that we did. For me the day was full of bittersweet joy, trying to 
talk with every kid as much as possible. As every day, the time under the carport was filled with chants of 
worship songs and the colors of the teams in Creole. After lunch, it was time for the World Cup 
Championship. And my team, violet, was one of the teams left. Even though we lost to orange, you could 
see the smiles on both teams playing no matter the score. After the games we had a water day. There 
were 4 different kiddie pools, and water guns galore along with Jennifer, Hannah, and Patrick raining 
water balloons up top from the roof. Now just imagine those soccer smiles multiplied by 10. It was SO fun, 
and it was a great way to end both the day and camp. Overall, this camp has taught me how to love 
everyone, no matter if you just met them 10 minutes ago or have known them for 10 years. And for that, I 
say thank you Haïti.  Houston Hicks 
 


