Resolution on Transgender Identity

WHEREAS, All persons are created in God’s image and are made to glorify Him (Genesis 1:27; Isaiah
43:7); and

WHEREAS, God’s design was the creation of two distinct and complementary sexes, male and female
(Genesis 1:27; Matthew 19:4; Mark 10:6) which designate the fundamental distinction that God has
embedded in the very biology of the human race; and

WHEREAS, Distinctions in masculine and feminine roles as ordained by God are part of the created order
and should find expression in every human heart (Genesis 2:18, 21-24; 1 Corinthians 11:7-9; Ephesians
5:22-33; 1 Timothy 2:12—-14); and

WHEREAS, The Fall of man into sin and God’s subsequent curse have introduced brokenness and futility
into God’s good creation (Genesis 3:1-24; Romans 8:20); and

WHEREAS, Many LGBT activists have sought to normalize the transgender experience and to define
gender according to one’s self-perception apart from biological anatomy; and

WHEREAS, The separation of one’s gender identity from the physical reality of biological birth sex poses
the harmful effect of engendering an understanding of sexuality and personhood that is fluid; and

WHEREAS, The Bible affirms that God created people as male and female and declared that this was part
of all that was good in His creation; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the members of Highland Drive Baptist Church affirm God’s good design that gender
identity is determined by biological sex and not by one’s self-perception—a perception which is often
influenced by fallen human nature in ways contrary to God’s design (Ephesians 4:17-18); and be it
further

RESOLVED, That we extend love and compassion to those whose sexual self-understanding is shaped by
a distressing conflict between their biological sex and their gender identity; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we invite all transgender persons to trust in Christ and to experience renewal in the
Gospel (1 Timothy 1:15-16); and be it further

RESOLVED, That we love our transgender neighbors, welcome them to our churches and, encourage
them to repent and believe in Christ, leading to new life in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:18—20; Galatians 5:14);
and be it further

RESOLVED, That we oppose efforts to alter one’s bodily identity (e.g., cross-sex hormone therapy,
gender reassignment surgery) to refashion it to conform with one’s perceived gender identity; and be it
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further

RESOLVED, That we continue to oppose steadfastly all efforts by any governing official or body to
validate transgender identity as morally praiseworthy (Isaiah 5:20); and be it further

RESOLVED, That we oppose all cultural efforts to validate claims to transgender identity; and be it finally
RESOLVED, That our love for the Gospel and urgency for the Great Commission must include declaring

the whole counsel of God, proclaiming what Scripture teaches about God’s design for us as male and
female persons created in His image and for His glory (Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 20:27; Romans 11:36).
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