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COVID-19 Pandemic Update 
The session of this church continues to monitor very 
closely the trends throughout ND, particularly Cass 
County, regarding the spread of the coronavirus. 
They have adopted the following guidelines as ses-
sion discerns its actions to resume public worship 
and other largely attended events. Those criteria in-
clude the following:  

 We will monitor the daily infection rate for Cass 
County, with the goal of a deceasing trajectory 
for 14 days, approaching or reaching 1.0%. 

 We will seek to love our neighbors – prioritizing 
and modeling care for the vulnerable and seek-
ing the common good. 

 We will be sensitive to the loss felt as we have 
not gathered for in-person worship.  

 We will, at a minimum, adhere to guidance and 
guidelines put forth by governing bodies and 
public health authorities.  

 We will review information and guidance regu-
larly, revising recommendations as needed and 
when appropriate.  

 We will continue to provide online worship and 
strive to make all small groups, studies, and 
committees accessible via ZOOM, even when 
limited in-person groups begin to regather.  

Public worship has been suspended at least through 
December 23. Decisions about Christmas Eve wor-
ship will be made in the next couple of weeks. Sun-
day School for all ages continues to be via ZOOM, 
Sundays at 9:15 am, at least through the end of the 
year. 

The church office is open 9:00 am-noon, Monday-
Thursday; staff continues to work the hybrid model 
of office and home in the afternoons. If you wish to 
speak with someone, you’re encouraged to call 
ahead. If you have a fob, feel free to enter the build-
ing to drop off mission items, pick up a These Days, 
visit the library, etc. There’s a lock box next to the 
office door if you wish to drop off communications 
when the office is closed. Due to the unpredictable 
use of the sanctuary for recording and rehearsals, 
call the office before visiting the sanctuary. Call 
Sally if you would like to play one of the church’s 

pianos. Wear a mask whenever you enter the build-
ing. If you don’t have one with you, we have some 
in the entryway of the west doors.  

Small groups of ten or fewer are invited to meet at 
the church, using masks and social distancing. Fill 
out a “building use request form” found on our web-
site to schedule a room (or pick up a paper copy at 
the office), so we can reserve a room large enough 
for your meeting. We ask that you leave the room as 
you found it.  

Households are encouraged to return your Estimate 
of Giving Cards to the church office as session dis-
cerns the 2021 budget! You may wish to pay your 
offering through the online portal embedded in the 
online worship services, or through ACH, automatic 
withdrawal from your checking account. ACH Au-
thorization Forms can be found on our website un-
der “Forms & Policies, PDFs to print and mail” or 
contact the office if you need one mailed to you. 
You may choose to send or bring your offering to 
the church as well.  

Finally, we are eager to stay connected and commit-
ted to one another! If you have a concern or a worry, 
contact us at the church. Let us know how we can be 
present with you!  

Love and Blessings, Pastor Mary  

Thanksgiving Dinner Ministry: 
Something NEW! 

Our traditional Thanksgiving meal preparation has 
been canceled this year due to COVID, but a differ-
ent Thanksgiving meal project has stepped in. First 
Presbyterian has partnered with Heart n Soul Com-
munity Café to provide meals for 200 area residents 
who otherwise would not get a Thanksgiving meal. 
HnS will prepare these traditional Thanksgiving 
meals and package them for delivery on Wednes-
day, November 25. They will be delivered with 
heating instructions for both the oven and micro-
wave. Our role is to deliver the meals on Wednes-
day afternoon. Please call the church office or sign 
up here: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/30e0f48a9aa23a0fe3-thanksgiving, if you’re 
able to help! Those recipients living in apartments 
will meet you at the front door of the building; 
masks are required. Thanks, everybody! 

All Saints Day 
During online worship on November 1 we will re-
member with great fondness and respect those mem-
bers and friends who have given so diligently and 
lovingly in the name of Jesus Christ. Candles will be 
lit as their names are read. If you are grieving a loss 
this year, our prayers are with you. You are invited 
to light a candle at home as you watch this service. 
During these most difficult of times, we hope you 
have received comfort from others, as well as cour-
age and peace from our Lord, Jesus Christ. Blessed 
be their memory.  



Christ the King Banner 
Alleluia! This banner celebrates Christ the King. It is 
completely done in white and gold. The Alpha at the 
top and the Omega at the bottom symbolize the eter-
nal reign of Jesus Christ. The star beneath the Alpha 
is a symbol of the Chi Rho, the first two letters of 
the Greek word Christos. The large X shaped cross 
in the center is the St. Andrew’s cross. The shape 
stands for Christ’s death, resurrection, life and min-
istry, and coming in glory. A butterfly is hidden in 
the cross and represents resurrection—final victory 
over death. Rays of light shine downward to us and 
symbolize Christ, the light of the world. 

Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans 
Although we cannot gather in the church building, 
we will certainly not omit our traditional celebration 
of the origins of the Presbyterian Church in Scot-
land. This year’s online worship will include pipers, 
a Celtic trio, the Calling of the Clans with a tartan 
presentation, and beautiful 
pictures of the Scottish 
countryside during the prel-
ude music. You won’t want 
to miss this unusual celebra-
tion! The service will be 
available on our website on 
November 8. 

Hanging of the Greens 
Our online worship on Sunday, November 29 will 
celebrate the Hanging of the Greens, which is a tra-
dition in many churches around the country. Read-
ings will focus on the meaning and symbolism of 
the different decorations that are used to adorn our 
worship space and/or homes during this season of 
Advent. The Advent Wreath will be lit for the be-
ginning of Advent, and our Zoom Choir will share 
an anthem! 

Poinsettias in 2020 
This is the year for things to be different, don’t you 
agree? We encourage you to purchase poinsettias for 
the Christmas season! A printed list of the names of 
the donors and the names of the persons being hon-
ored or remembered will be included in the January 
Messenger. However, this year you can pick up your 
poinsettia at the church immediately after they are 
delivered and take it home to enjoy. Plants should 
be available to pick up on Tuesday, December 15. 
The paper order form will be included in 
the December Messenger. An online order form is 
available now and can be found at https://
www.firstpresfargo.org/christmas-poinsettia-form. 
All payments need to be turned in to the office no 
later than NOON on December 9. 

Banner for Advent 
The figure of the shepherd carries mixed symbolism 
for the community of faith. On the one hand, the 
shepherd personifies those whose lives are lived on 
the fringes of human community. Shepherds were 
not in the mainstream of society. They lived isolated 
lives, keeping company only with sheep and other 
shepherds. God chose to interrupt lives like theirs 
with the bright light of the Christmas star. God 
chose to bless people like them with the light of the 
world. 

The color of the banner is blue, expressive of hope. 
Advent’s hope comes not only in remembering how 
God became man in Jesus Christ, the hope is also in 
the figure of the Good Shepherd, who promised to 
come again to judge with love. Past, present and fu-
ture come together in the blue hues of Advent and in 
God’s startling light seen in the star and in the life 
and ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Pilgrimage 
Message on a roadside billboard: “If you’re waiting 
for a sign, this is it.” 

We smile. Aren’t we all waiting for something? Yet, 
as accustomed as we are to waiting, could it also be 
a “sacred” practice? This fall we have the opportuni-
ty to look at waiting in a fresh way, studying people 
from the Gospels and reflecting on God’s hopeful 
waiting. 

The Spiritual Discipline of Waiting, will be held 
from 4-5:15 pm on Sundays November 22-
December 6 via ZOOM. Our former pastor, and 
creator of The Pilgrimage, Paul Lang will teach the 
class, which simultaneously will be offered to all 
churches engaged in The Pilgrimage program. 

For those unfamiliar, The Pilgrimage is an adult 
faith-formation ministry: “For Christians hearing the 
call to go deeper—The Pilgrimage creates a com-
munity and provides tools and experiences through 
which we learn to hear the call of God and respond 
in faith, journeying together with friends on the path 
to a Spirit-led and joyful life.” 

For more class information and registration 
(required), visit www.thepilgrimage.net. 



Milestones 
We list FPC’s births, bap-
tisms, weddings and deaths, 
hoping to stay better con-
nected with one another. 

Baptisms: We celebrate the 
baptism of Maverick Roger 
Dawson, son of Joseph & 
Leslie Dawson, who was 
baptized on October 25. 

Sep. FINANCIAL SUMMARY General 
Fund Only 

 YTD Sep. Actual YTD Sep. Budget 

Income $557,475 $599,902 

Expenses 617,247 668,011 

Net  -$59,772 -$68,109 

ManUP 
ManUP, a men’s Bible study, convenes at 6:45 am 
on the second Tuesday of each month, November-
May, via ZOOM. Intended to help men understand 
what the Bible says in relation to what is expected 
of a Christian man, the study this year examines the 
Book of Hosea. A copy of the study guide can be 
obtained at https://www.presbyterianmission.org/
resource/hosea-prophecy-husband-father/ or you can 
request a copy from Bruce Maylath and ask for a 
ZOOM invitation at ring4linguist@yahoo.com. No 
advance preparation is required for each month’s 
study.  

PW News 
The PW Board meets via ZOOM Tuesday, Novem-
ber 10, at 11:00am. Sign on through the online 
events calendar. The focus this month will be the 
"Thank Offering". Each fall all PW's collect offer-
ings for this fund, which is distributed worldwide. 
This year the offering envelopes are located by the 
West doors and can be left in the lock box by the 
office door. Offerings can also be mailed to Treasur-
er, Judy Rippentrop (address in directory). If a 
check is sent please write "Thank Offering " on the 
memo line. This offering will be dedicated at our 
December ZOOM meeting. Please consider helping 
this worthwhile PW mission.  

Our November Bible Study lesson, "Women's La-
ment", will be held on Tuesday, November 17, at 
2:00 pm via ZOOM. Pastor Holtey will lead, and all 
PW women are welcome to attend. The link can be 
found on the online events calendar, along with the 
phone number and passcode if you prefer to call in. 

Pastoral Nominating 
Committee Elected  

At a congregational meeting on Sunday, September 
27, the pastoral nominating committee was elected. 
Congratulations to Pam Burns, Toby Christensen, 
Russell Ford-Dunker, Fred Hudson, Nancy Johnson, 
Sam Johnson, Prakash Mathew, Jean Pladson, and 
Maria Weller. Please pray for them over the coming 
months as, together, they discern God’s call of the 
next pastor for FPC! 

Attention Snow Birds 
Please make sure you notify the office of your winter address along with the start and end date for using that 
address. The office needs all of that info to keep the system (and thus, the communication) in working order. 
Most items are mailed at special non-profit rates and those items are not forwarded even if you have a forward 
order at the post office. Your help keeps the lines of communication open and we thank you for helping us 
with this task. 

Fall Back! 
Set your clocks back an hour before you go to bed on 
Saturday, October 31. Although you can join us in our 
online worship at any time, you might want to be up and 
ready for our 9:15 am All-church Sunday School! 


