
Prayer of the Day 

We Gather in Christ 
Prelude Come, All Ye Shepherds arrs. Ferguson/Held 

*Call to Worship 

The Rev. Mary Jo E. Holtey Welcome and Concerns of the Church 

*Hymn 82 Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 

*Lighting of the Third Advent Candle 

There will be signs in the heavens and distress among the nations. 
When Christ returns in power and glory people will faint with fear. 
But when you see these things, lift up your heads: 
our redemption is drawing near! 
Heaven and earth may pass away, 
but the Word of God will stand unshaken.  

We light this candle as a symbol of God’s love for us and our love for one another. 
For the Lord rejoices over us with gladness, and renews us in his love. He exults over us with 
singing and turns our shame to praise. 
Come, Lord Jesus, come! 

Merciful God, you come into our midst longing for communion with us, becoming one of us. 
Break our resistance to life with you, show us the path toward just relations, and bring us into 
your unimaginable peace; in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

The Session and members of FPC, Fargo 
extend a sincere welcome to you. We are 

grateful for your presence today! We       
welcome all persons regardless of race,   
nationality, disability, gender, or sexual   

orientation. This includes an open invitation 
to membership, the sacraments of baptism 
and the Lord's Supper, marriage, funerals, 

memorial services, and serve as an officer of 
the church.  

Everyone is invited for coffee and fellowship 
in the Gathering Space after worship. 

We recycle! If you are not taking your bulle-
tin, please drop it in the blue bin at the door 

as you leave. 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 



Gift of Music Prepare Ye the Way 
3-6 choir; Pam Burns, director; Jane Ahlin, piano; Benji Trumbo, drum 

Burrows 

*Passing of the Peace 

First Lesson  James 5:7-10 

The Word 
Prayer for Illumination Becky Koch 

*Prayer of Confession 

*Call to Confession 

*Assurance of God’s Forgiveness 

Children’s Time Penny Andrist 

Come, Come, Emmanuel *Response 91 

Second Lesson (pg. 230, Whirl Story Bible) Matthew 11:2-11 

May God bless the reading and hearing of this portion of the holy Word. 

Assured that God hears our repentance, 
let us turn our minds to the truth, 
confessing our sins to God and one another. 

The Lord is near. In your presence, Holy God, we confess that we need repentance. We have 
broken your commands against idolatry. We do not live in peace with your creation or your 
people. We have not trusted your word, and we are afraid. Forgive us, restore us, and turn 
our shame into praise, for the sake of the One who proclaims the good news and for the 
sake of all the world. Amen. 

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious 
crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. You also 
must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. Beloved, do not 
grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the 
doors! As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the 
name of the Lord. 

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said to 
him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Go 
and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are 
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And 
blessed is anyone who takes no offence at me.’ 
As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: ‘What did you go out into the 
wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone 
dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What then did you go 
out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is 
written, 
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
   who will prepare your way before you.”  
Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet 
the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 

Sermon “Are You the One?” The Rev. Dr. Paul H. Lang 

Heaven and earth will pass away, but the Word of the Lord stands forever. Thanks be to God. 



*Hymn 96 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 

*Affirmation of Faith Take from A Brief Statement of Faith 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Responding to the Word 

Offertory An Advent Processional 
Sanctuary Choir; Dr. Erynn Millard, director 

Pearson 

Offering 

*Prayer of Dedication   

*Response 92 While We Are Waiting 

In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love 
of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One 
of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully 
God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: Preaching good news to the poor and release to the 
captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, healing the sick and binding 
up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and 
believe the gospel. Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, 
suffering the depths of human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised 
this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil,     
delivering us from death to life eternal. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we 
strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch 
for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” With believers in every 
time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy    
Spirit. Amen. 

*Hymn 104 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 

Bearing the Word into the World 

*Charge & Benediction 

Prelude In Dulci Jubilo arr. Powell 

Please stay for a short congregational meeting following the postlude. 



December 15, 2019 

Covenant Of Prayer: Sarah; those who are homeless in 
our community; and our sister congregation, Chogoria. 

A Request from B&G and Personnel: Please consid-
er NOT bringing beverages and food into the Sanctu-
ary—to respect this sacred space, protect our new pew 
cushions, and avoid spills and cleanup. Coffee and 
snacks are available in the Gathering Space after the 
service. This request does not apply to bottles and 
Cheerios for young children. There is no need to repri-
mand anyone who is not aware of this preference. 

Separate Checks Please: When making multiple pay-
ments/donations, please write separate checks for each. 
For example, when making your pledge payment and 
paying your Per Capita, write 2 checks instead of total-
ing the amounts and writing one check. Thank you. 

A Peek @ Next Week: No Sunday School for ALL. 
Westminster Ringers and Sanctuary Choir participate 
in Worship. 

PW News: The PW Circles will meet on Tuesday, De-
cember 17 as follows: Naomi/Circle meets at 9:30 am at 
the Secor Residence (1433 8th St. S, 58103), Esther Cir-
cle meets at 9:30 am at the Staahl Residence (3200 11th 
St. S. #316, 58103), and Rachel Circle meets at 1:00 pm 
at the church. Lesson 4 will be the focus.  

Remembering Our Soldiers In Prayer: Angelica 
Martin, KY; Daniel Martin, KS; Will Van Osdel, CA; 
Tom Drayton, LA; Stacey Lockwood, Middle East; 
Bryan Spear, in the states. If you have a loved one in 
the military, please let Pastor Mary know and we’ll in-
clude his/her name. 

Christmas Eve: We will celebrate Christ’s nativity 
together at 5:00 and 7:00 pm. The 5:00 service is a 
bright, family-friendly service with a special Christmas 
Story. The combined choirs, handbells and brass group 
all participate. The 7:00 service will be a quieter ser-
vice. Perhaps just the thing you may need to calm your 
spirit and prepare for the arrival of the Prince of Peace. 
Plan to make one or both distinct worship experiences a 
part of your personal holiday experience.  

Attention Snow Birds: Please make sure you notify 
the office of your winter address along with the start 
and end date for using that address. We need all of that 
info to keep the system (and thus, the communication) 
in working order. Most items are mailed at special non-
profit rates and those items are not forwarded even if 
you have a forward order at the post office. Your help 
keeps the lines of communication open and we thank 
you for helping us with this task. 

Christmas Joy Offering: Leadership: Past, Present, 
and Future. One of the most powerful things that 
Christians claim is that God saw the great needs of the 
world and offered a perfect gift, a gift that brought God 
and humanity closer together. God’s perfect gift to us, 
Jesus Christ, offered the power of being with us. We 
offer our own gifts during this Advent Season through 
the Christmas Joy Offering. Your donations will help 
fund the care of church leaders, past and present, who 
are in critical financial need, as well as prepare future 
leaders by giving to Presbyterian-related schools and 
colleges equipping communities of color. Please give 
generously. Envelopes may be found in the pew racks, 
the Narthex, and at the Info Kiosk in the Foyer. Re-
ceived on December 22. 

Festival of Trees: The Festival of Trees is a series of 
mission giving opportunities. Trees are set up in the 
Gathering Space throughout the Advent and Christmas 
Seasons. We have two new trees this year! The Holy 
Grounds Tree is collecting regular ground coffee and 
powdered creamers for area shelters and gathering 
places which serve free hot coffee during cold winter 
days to people experiencing homelessness. Our other 
new tree is for The Mpangua School in Chogoria, Ken-
ya. Buy $10 “blocks” to help us finish the final rooms 
of this Primary School. Returning trees this year in-
clude The Food Tree: nonperishable food and diapers 
for the Emergency Food Pantry; The Mitten Tree: hats, 
scarves, gloves and mittens for area children and youth; 
Winter Gear: new and gently used boots, snow pants 
and coats; Sweet Dreams: provides new mattresses, box 
springs and frame (single set $236, queen set $268) for 
moving from homelessness to housing; The Sox Box is 
for new, warm socks of all sizes. And, we continue to 
collect pillows for the YWCA shelter throughout the 
year!  

2019 Year End Giving: Please have all contributions 
intended for the 2019 giving year turned in to the 
church office by Monday, January 6. Any contribu-
tions received after that date will be recorded on your 
2020 giving record. If you would like to know the bal-
ance of your 2019 pledge, please call the church office. 

Homeless Memorial Day is Saturday, December 21, 
the longest night of the year. You are invited to partici-
pate with others in the community by meeting in our 
church’s East parking lot at 6:45 pm and walking 
together to First Lutheran Church. If you wish not to 
walk, join us for the 7:00 pm service at First Lutheran. 
The event remembers and honors people in our com-
munity who died this past year as the result of their ex-
perience with homelessness. 

Carols by Candlelight: Tonight at 6:30 pm. This 
year’s theme is Everlasting Light and will feature ALL 
our church’s vocal and instrumental ensembles plus 
congregational carol-Christmas goodies will be served 
following the service.  



 

Church Information 
Office Hours: 

M-TH, 8:30 am-4:00 pm 
Phone: 701-293-6311 

www.firstpresfargo.org 
Find us on Facebook! 

For Your Information 
December 8 Worship Attendance: 224 

Contributions Received:$52,811.41 

Hearing devices and large print copies of today’s 
hymns are available, please ask an usher for assistance. 

Nursery: Staff will be present beginning at 9:15 for 
infants-3 years, in the nursery complex on the 1st floor. 

Activity Bags for Children: Fun-filled tote bags are 
located at both doors. 

Restrooms: Restrooms are located in the Gathering 
Space and on the lower level. 

Prayer Request Cards: Cards are in pew racks for 
your use. Prayers will be committed to God along with 
the other offerings and also lifted up in prayer by the 
staff. 

Peace Candles: The candle burning on the chancel 
symbolizes peace. We ask guests to take a candle back 
to your church as a gift from us. Peace candles can be 
found at the Welcome Center, near the west doors. 

Wi-Fi: Wi-Fi is available throughout the church. 
(password: community650) 

Church Staff 
Rev. Dr. Paul H. Lang-Pastor, Head of Staff 

Rev. Mary Jo E. Holtey-Associate Pastor 
Sally Harmon-Music Coordinator & Organist 

Dr. Erynn Millard-Adult Choir Director 
Jan Lundgren-Business Manager 

Monica Gelinske-Administrative Assistant 
Penny Andrist-Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

Kayla Bones-Youth & Young Adult Ministry Coordinator 
Rick Fiebiger-Facilities Manager 

Drew Brovold-Custodian 
 

All staff emails are:  
(first initial and last name of person)@firstpresfargo.org 

 
Mindy Argall, Melissa Gadberry, Alexa Lajimodiere, 

Kristina Stenseth-Nursery Attendants 

FPC Officers 

Session: Kim Carter, Tom Clusiau, Lisa Edison-Smith, 
Bruce Furness, Dick Henderson, Ryan Johnston,    
Roberta Mohagen, Joni Nudell (clerk), Elaine Rudd, 
Troy Schmidt, Mary Staahl, Scott Swanholm, Paula 
Thomas, and Kevin Tobosa. 

Deacons: Kelly Brickman, Ed Deckard, Rick Herberg, 
Beatrice Janaka, Robin Kee, Sarah Lang, Bob Morton, 
Brian Peterson, Jean Pladson, Karen Rivers, Andrea 
Smith, Craig Tait, Josh Trumbo (moderator), and Jane 
Wolff. 

Treasurer: Sherri Stern 

Sunday, December 15 

11:30 Congregational Meeting 

11:45 Cookie Walk open until 12:00 

12:00 Confirmation 

6:30 Carols by Candlelight / Narcotics Anonymous 

Monday, December 16 

9:00 Mon. Morning Men’s Group (Fargo Fryn’ Pan) 

6:00 Session 

Tuesday, December 17 

8:30 Bulletin Articles Deadline 

9:30 Naomi-Ruth Circle (Secor residence) / 
Esther Circle (Staahl residence) 

1:00 Staff / Rachel Circle 

6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 

Wednesday, December 18 

5:30 St. Andrew’s Brass  

6:15 Children & Youth Choirs / Sanctuary Choir 

7:00 Westminster Ringers / Youth Christmas Party 

Thursday, December 19 

12:00 M&F Cmt. 

5:30 Compass Group #2 

6:30 Compass Group #3 

Friday, December 20 

 No Church Events 

Saturday, December 21 

6:45 Longest Night Walk to First Lutheran 

Sunday, December 22 

9:15 No Sunday School for All 

10:30 Worship Service 

12:00 No Confirmation 

6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
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