
*Call to Worship 

*Hymn 367 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come 

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,  
for God has looked favorably on God’s people and redeemed them. 
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
for God has called us God’s own beloved and called each of us by name. 
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
for God has blessed God’s creation and called us to worship. 
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel! 

Prayer of the Day 

We Gather in Christ 
Prelude Now Thank We All Our God arrs. Manz 

Rev. Mary Jo E. Holtey Welcome and Concerns of the Church 

God of all times and all places, be with us in this time and this place. Just as you have spoken to 
your people through prophets and poets, we pray that we might hear the Word you speak to us to-
day. Just as you have spoken to your people through deeds and miracles, we pray that we might 
have eyes to see the Word you speak to us today. Just as you have called your people to act in the 
midst of your creation, we pray that we might have feet to walk and hands to reach out; for the 
sake of your Son, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

The Session and members of First Presbyterian Church, Fargo extend a sincere welcome to you. We are 
grateful for your presence today! We welcome all persons regardless of race, nationality, disability,      

gender, or sexual orientation. This includes an open invitation to membership, the sacraments of baptism 
and the Lord's Supper, marriage, funerals, memorial services, and serve as an officer of the church.  

Everyone is invited for coffee and fellowship in the Gathering Space after worship. 

We recycle! If you are not taking your bulletin, please drop it in the blue bin at the door as you leave. 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 

Introit I’m Gonna Sing, Sing, Sing! 
K-2 Choir; Melina Holtzer-Benitez, Emily Moser,  

Tanner Tweet; co-directors 

Traditional 



*Assurance of God’s Forgiveness 

*Prayer of Confession 

Gift of Music Exsultate Justi  (sung in Latin) 
7-12 Choir; Dr. Erynn Millard, director 

Dilworth 

*Passing of the Peace 

*Call to Confession 

Penny Andrist Children’s Message 

We do not confess our sins in the hope of forgiveness; we confess our sins with the certainty of 
forgiveness. For the apostle Paul assures us that we have been rescued from the power of dark-
ness, and transferred into the kingdom of God’s beloved son, in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins. And so with that promise, that assurance, that redemption we confess our sins 
before God and one another. 

Holy God, we confess that we have neglected to declare Jesus the king and model for our 
lives. We have been quick to call on others to follow the ways of Christ yet slow to do the 
same. We have been bold in demanding generosity, mercy, and forgiveness yet quiet when it 
comes to offering inclusion, love, and compassion. Forgive us, O God. Restore in us, yet 
again, the commitment to be more Christlike in word, in deed, and in spirit. Amen. 

Lord, Let My Heart be Good Soil *Response  

Rejoice in the Lord, O ye just:  
Praise is fitting for the upright.  
Give praise to God upon the harp,  
play upon the ten-stringed psaltery.  
Sing to Him a new song,  
Sing skillfully with a strong voice. 

The Word 
Prayer for Illumination Steve Dawson 



First Lesson (see pg. 406 in the Whirl Study Bible) Luke 23:33-43 

*Hymn 4 Holy God, We Praise Your Name 

*Affirmation of Faith Taken from A Brief Statement of Faith 

Sermon First Place in Everything The Rev. Dr. Paul H. Lang 

May God bless the reading and hearing of this portion of the holy Word. 

Second Lesson Colossians 1:11-20 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you 
be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who 
has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. He has rescued us from the 
power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have re-
demption, the forgiveness of sins. 
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in heaven 
and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
powers—all things have been created through him and for him. He himself is before all things, 
and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, 
the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. For in him all 
the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to him-
self all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 

In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love 
of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One 
of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully 
God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: Preaching good news to the poor and release to the 
captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, healing the sick and binding 
up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and 
believe the gospel. Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, 
suffering the depths of human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised 
this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil,     
delivering us from death to life eternal. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we 
strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch 
for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” With believers in every 
time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the crimi-
nals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them; for they do not 
know what they are doing.’ And they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the people stood by, 
watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, ‘He saved others; let him save himself if he is 
the Messiah of God, his chosen one!’ The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him 
sour wine, and saying, ‘If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!’ There was also an inscrip-
tion over him, ‘This is the King of the Jews.’ 

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, ‘Are you not the Mes-
siah? Save yourself and us!’ But the other rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you not fear God, since you 
are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned justly, for 
we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.’ Then he 
said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.’ He replied, ‘Truly I tell you, to-
day you will be with me in Paradise.’ 



*Hymn 643 Now Thank We All Our God 

Bearing the Word into the World 

*Charge & Benediction 

Postlude Now Thank We All Our God  Karg-Elert 

*Prayer of Dedication   

Any children who would like to watch Sally play the postlude are welcome to 
come up by the organ. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

Responding to the Word 

Offertory With Praises Ring! 
Genesis Ringers; Sally Harmon, director 

Kinyon 

Offering 

*Response  Kindness Grows 



November 24, 2019 

Covenant Of Prayer: Sarah; those who are homeless in 
our community; and our sister congregation, Chogoria. 

A Request from B&G and Personnel: Please consid-
er NOT bringing beverages and food into the Sanctu-
ary—to respect this sacred space, protect our new pew 
cushions, and avoid spills and cleanup. Coffee and 
snacks are available in the Gathering Space after the 
service. This request does not apply to bottles and 
Cheerios for young children. There is no need to repri-
mand anyone who is not aware of this preference. 

We NEED Youth Teachers: Youth Group is in need 
of a middle school and a high school youth group 
leader to work with Kayla and team. This is a weekly 
commitment (7:00-8:00 pm Weds.) and includes teach-
ing, leading discussions, building relationships, and 
shepherding our students. Please contact Kayla Bones 
at kbones@firstpresfargo.org if you are interested. 

A Peek @ Next Week: Sanctuary Choir and Virginia 
Stern, pianist, participate in worship. 

Got a Little Time? The office is looking for a Tuesday 
volunteer to cover the desk/phones weekly from 11:45 
am-2:00 pm or earlier. Working in the office is a great 
way to give a little of your time while helping in a big 
way. If interested, contact Monica Gelinske, Adminis-
trative Assistant, at mgelinske@firstpresfargo.org. 

Remembering Our Soldiers In Prayer: Angelica 
Martin, KY; Daniel Martin, KS; Will Van Osdel, CA; 
Tom Drayton, LA; Stacey Lockwood, Middle East; 
Bryan Spear, in the states. If you have a loved one in 
the military, please let Pastor Mary know and we’ll in-
clude his/her name. 

Thanksgiving Dinner: Our Thanksgiving Day Dinner 
is back! To accomplish this, we need scores of volun-
teers! A three-ring binder has been placed at the Wel-
come Desk. You are encouraged to find tasks that work 
for your family’s schedule and sign up early (one per-
son to a line, please)! You might also consider buying 
“a feather” to help defray the cost of the turkey! 

Holy Buckets: Especially during the winter months, 
we have guests at the church in need of hats, gloves, 
scarves and warm socks. During November, we will be 
collecting new and gently used winter gear, and new 
warm socks to keep in the office for those in need dur-
ing the winter months. Place items in the green buckets 
in the Foyer. 

A Survey of Contemplative and Mystic Spirituality: 
Christian mystics search for a deeper understanding of 
the mystery of God’s love revealed in Jesus Christ, not 
as much through reason and intellect as through rela-
tionship and imagination. All are welcome! Tuesday, 
November 26, 6:00–8:00 pm: Teachings of St. John of 
the Cross and Meister Eckhart. 

Holiday Decorating & Lunch: All members and 
friends are invited to remain following worship today, 
to decorate many areas of the church for the holiday 
season. The work party will culminate with a soup and 
bread lunch provided by the Worship Committee. This 
is a particularly family-friendly event. All ages are wel-
come to participate! 

A Christmas Ring and Sing-along: This FREE con-
cert on Monday, December 2 at 7:00 pm is presented 
by the FM Area Music Club together with the RRV 
Chapter of the American Guild of Organists. Seven ar-
ea organists; the women’s choir, The Noteables; and 
the community handbell choir, BELLissimo are part of 
this family-friendly event with narration from Pastor 
Mary. First Pres. is well-represented in the membership 
of these groups! Christmas goodies are served follow-
ing the program. 

Christ the King Banner: Alleluia! This banner cele-
brates Christ the King. It is completely done in white 
and gold. The Alpha at the top and the Omega at the 
bottom symbolize the eternal reign of Jesus Christ. The 
star beneath the Alpha is a symbol of the Chi Rho, the 
first two letters of the Greek word Christos. The large 
X shaped cross in the center is the St. Andrew’s cross. 
The shape stands for Christ’s death, resurrection, life 
and ministry, and coming in glory. A butterfly is hid-
den in the cross and represents resurrection—final vic-
tory over death. Rays of light shine downward to us 
and symbolize Christ, the light of the world. 

Attention All Holy Rollers! Join us as we use donated 
potatoes from the Thanksgiving dinner and turn them 
into lefse for the Youth Cookie Walk. Lefse is a tradi-
tional Norwegian soft flatbread made of potatoes - 
rolled out and cooked on a griddle. The dough will be 
ready to roll and grill on Saturday, December 14, 
from 12:00-4:00 pm in the Social Hall. No experience 
necessary! Please bring equipment if you have it. Ques-
tions? Call Connie Cleveland at 701-793-5825 

A Scandinavian Dinner of Swedish Meatballs, Bread 
Pudding and other surprises are planned for the next 
Heart-n-Soul Café at FPC on Tuesday, December 10, 
serving from 5:00-6:30 pm. All are welcome to share 
this meal with neighbors and friends. The meal is a pay 
as you can or pay it forward with a suggested $7.00 
donation. Opportunities to serve are also a form of giv-
ing back and please advise if you wish to donate your 
time. A sign-up form is on the Volunteer Bulletin 
Board or contact Sherri Stern 701-429-3522. 

Adorn Our Sanctuary! Poinsettia order forms are 
available at the Info Kiosk and online!. If you would 
like to sponsor a plant to help decorate our worship 
space this season, please fill out a form and turn it in, 
with your payment, to the drop box just outside the of-
fice door. Paperclips can be found at the Welcome 
Desk. Order deadline is Sunday, December 2, at noon. 



 

Church Information 
Office Hours: 

M-TH, 8:30 am-4:00 pm 
Phone: 701-293-6311 

www.firstpresfargo.org 
Find us on Facebook! 

For Your Information 
November 17 Worship Attendance: 189 

Contributions Received:$6,927.00 

Hearing devices and large print copies of today’s 
hymns are available, please ask an usher for assistance. 

Nursery: Staff will be present beginning at 9:15 for 
infants-3 years, in the nursery complex on the 1st floor. 

Activity Bags for Children: Fun-filled tote bags are 
located at both doors. 

Restrooms: Restrooms are located in the Gathering 
Space and on the lower level. 

Prayer Request Cards: Cards are in pew racks for 
your use. Prayers will be committed to God along with 
the other offerings and also lifted up in prayer by the 
staff. 

Peace Candles: The candle burning on the chancel 
symbolizes peace. We ask guests to take a candle back 
to your church as a gift from us. Peace candles can be 
found at the Welcome Center, near the west doors. 

Wi-Fi: Wi-Fi is available throughout the church. 
(password: community650) 

Church Staff 
Rev. Dr. Paul H. Lang-Pastor, Head of Staff 

Rev. Mary Jo E. Holtey-Associate Pastor 
Sally Harmon-Music Coordinator & Organist 

Dr. Erynn Millard-Adult Choir Director 
Jan Lundgren-Business Manager 

Monica Gelinske-Administrative Assistant 
Penny Andrist-Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

Kayla Bones-Youth & Young Adult Ministry Coordinator 
Rick Fiebiger-Facilities Manager 

Drew Brovold-Custodian 
 

All staff emails are:  
(first initial and last name of person)@firstpresfargo.org 

 
Mindy Argall, Melissa Gadberry, Alexa Lajimodiere, 

Kristina Stenseth-Nursery Attendants 

FPC Officers 

Session: Kim Carter, Tom Clusiau, Lisa Edison-Smith, 
Bruce Furness, Dick Henderson, Ryan Johnston,    
Roberta Mohagen, Joni Nudell (clerk), Elaine Rudd, 
Troy Schmidt, Mary Staahl, Scott Swanholm, Paula 
Thomas, and Kevin Tobosa. 

Deacons: Kelly Brickman, Ed Deckard, Rick Herberg, 
Beatrice Janaka, Robin Kee, Sarah Lang, Bob Morton, 
Brian Peterson, Jean Pladson, Karen Rivers, Andrea 
Smith, Craig Tait, Josh Trumbo (moderator), and Jane 
Wolff. 

Treasurer: Sherri Stern 

Sunday, November 24 

11:30 Church Decorating & Soup Lunch 

12:00 Confirmation 

6:30 Compass Group #1 / Narcotics Anonymous 

Monday, November 25 

8:30 Messenger Articles Deadline 

9:00 Mon. Morning Men’s Group (Fargo Fryn’ Pan) 

5:00 Stewardship Cmt. 

Tuesday, November 26 

8:30 Bulletin Articles Deadline 

1:00 Staff Mtg.  

6:00 Pilgrimage: Mystic Spirituality 

6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 

Wednesday, November 27 

9:00-9 Thanksgiving Meal Prep 

 NO Wednesday Night Activities 

Thursday, November 28   Thanksgiving Day 

 OFFICE CLOSED 

8:30-1 Thanksgiving Prep & Meal Delivery 

Friday, November 29 

 No Church Events 

Saturday, November 30 

 No Church Events 

Sunday, December 1   Communion 

9:15 Sunday School for ALL 

10:30 Worship Service 

12:00 Confirmation 

6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 


	Bulletin in Publisher 112419.CtK.pdf
	Bulletin Insert 112419

