
*Call to Worship 

Prayer of the Day 

We Gather in Christ 
Prelude Toccata and Fugue in D Minor ⸙ J. S. Bach 

We are grateful for your presence with us today! 
Everyone is invited for coffee and fellowship in the Gathering Space after worship. 

We recycle! If you are not taking your bulletin, please drop it in the blue bin at the door as you leave. 
*Please rise in body or spirit. 

The Rev. Mary Jo E. Holtey Welcome and Concerns of the Church  

*Hymn 14 For the Beauty of the Earth 

No matter how far from God we seem to be, we do not lose heart:  
For the days are surely coming, says the Lord. 
No matter how many obstacles we face in life, in the church, we do not lose heart: 
For the days are surely coming, says the Lord. 
No matter how hard it is to continually pray and work for justice, we do not lose heart: 
For the days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will forgive and restore my people; 
when I will equip them for every good work; 
and when I will grant justice, for I hear their cries day and night. 
Let us worship God! 

O God who writes on our hearts, you have never abandoned us. In amazing and persistent grace, 
you have kept covenant with us. We thank you for loving us even when we have not loved you. 
We long to behold the day of your appearing, even as we stand now in view of your kingdom, 
promised and made present in Christ Jesus, in whose name we wait and pray. Amen. 

*Call to Confession 

The new covenant God has made with Israel, and with us, begins in forgiveness. 
Though we continually break covenant with God, God remains faithful. 
We confess our sins to God, trusting that God will forgive us and remember our sins no more. 



*Assurance of God’s Forgiveness 

Lord, Let My Heart be Good Soil *Response  

*Prayer of Confession 

Gift of Music Simple Gifts ⸙⸙ 
Sanctuary Choir; Dr. Erynn Millard, director 

Sally Harmon & Wanda Wavra, pianists 

arr. Larson 

*Passing of the Peace 

First Lesson Deuteronomy 8:11-20 

The Word 
Prayer for Illumination Scott Swanholm 

Penny Andrist Children’s Message 

Gracious God, we confess that we do not meditate on your commands and teachings all day 
long. We do not keep your word before us always and in all things. Instead, we turn away 
from your demanding truth and wander toward easier options. Forgive us, we pray, for 
pursuing our own desires rather than yours. Forgive us for growing weary in following you; 
for failing to pray and work tirelessly for justice; for losing hope in your power to transform 
the powers of this world. Tune our ears to the sound of your justice. Turn our hearts to your 
commandments and word of grace. Do not remember our sin, but remember your mercy 
forever. We pray in Christ’s name. Amen. 

Take care that you do not forget the Lord your God, by failing to keep his commandments, his or-
dinances, and his statutes, which I am commanding you today. When you have eaten your fill and 
have built fine houses and live in them, and when your herds and flocks have multiplied, and 
your silver and gold is multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied, then do not exalt yourself, 
forgetting the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slav-
ery, who led you through the great and terrible wilderness, an arid waste-land with poisonous 
snakes and scorpions. He made water flow for you from flint rock and fed you in the wilderness 
with manna that your ancestors did not know, to humble you and to test you, and in the end to do 
you good. Do not say to yourself, ‘My power and the might of my own hand have gained me this 
wealth.’ But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, so that 



*Hymn 708 We Give Thee but Thine Own 

*Affirmation of Faith Taken from A Brief Statement of Faith 

Sermon The Forgetfulness of Affluence & 
The Grace of Generosity 

The Rev. Dr. Paul H. Lang 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

May God bless the reading and hearing of this portion of the holy Word. 

Second Lesson Luke 6:27-38 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love 
of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One 
of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba,   
Father. In sovereign love God created the world good and makes everyone equally in God’s 
image, male and female, of every race and people, to live as one community. But we rebel 
against God; we hide from our Creator. Ignoring God’s commandments. We violate the   
image of God in others and ourselves, accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, and 
threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care. We deserve God’s condemnation. Yet 
God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation. In everlasting love, the God of      
Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people to bless all families of the earth. Hearing their 
cry, God delivered the children of Israel from the house of bondage. Loving us still, God 
makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant. Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing 
child, like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, God is faithful still. In gratitude 
to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live   
holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, 
“Come, Lord Jesus!” With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life 
or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Glory be to the 
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

‘But I say to you that listen, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who 
curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; 
and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. Give to everyone 
who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. Do to oth-
ers as you would have them do to you. 
‘If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love 
them. If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do 
the same. If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even 
sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But love your enemies, do good, and lend, ex-
pecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; 
for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 
‘Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. For-
give, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the 
measure you get back.’ 

he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your ancestors, as he is doing today. If you do for-
get the Lord your God and follow other gods to serve and worship them, I solemnly warn you to-
day that you shall surely perish. Like the nations that the Lord is destroying before you, so shall 
you perish, because you would not obey the voice of the Lord your God. 



*Hymn 712 As Those of Old Their First Fruits Brought 

Bearing the Word into the World 

*Charge & Benediction 

Postlude Prelude in E Minor (The Cathedral) J. S. Bach 

*Prayer of Dedication   

Any children who would like to watch Sally play the postlude are welcome to 
come up by the organ. 

Responding to the Word 

Offertory Amazing Grace 
Westminster Ringers; Jill Post, Director;  

Wanda Wavra, piano 

arr. McKechnie 

Offering 

*Response  Kindness Grows 

⸙ J. S. Bach probably wrote the Toccata and Fugue in D Minor sometime between the years 1703 and 1708. Toccata 
comes from “toccare” or “touch.” It gives the performer a chance to warm up their fingers in a cold cathedral! The 
fugue is a tune with many voices making entrances that overlap. This favorite Bach piece is in celebration of a mile-
stone birthday for Sally, and is played to show that age is just a number! 

⸙⸙ Simple Gifts 
 

‘Tis a gift to be simple, ‘tis a gift to be free.  
‘Tis the gift to come down where we ought to be.  
And when we find ourselves in the place just right  
twill be in the valley of love and delight.  
 

When true simplicity is gained, to bow and to bend we’ll not be ashamed.  
To turn, turn will be our delight, till by turning, turning we come ‘round right. 
 

’Tis a gift to be loved and to love in return.  
‘Tis a gift to be taught and a greater gift to learn.  
‘Tis a gift to have friends and a friend to be, to live together in harmony.  
 

Love is the greatest gift of all. Like quiet rain it blesses where it falls.  
The gift of love helps us to see’ tis better to give than to receive.  



October 20, 2019 

Covenant Of Prayer: Family & friends of Dick 
Beranek upon his passing on October 15; Sarah; those 
who are homeless in our community; and our sister con-
gregation, Chogoria. 

Singing Opportunity: Perhaps your schedule does not 
permit consistent participation in our Sanctuary Choir. 
We invite you to join us for one special, short-term 
singing opportunity as we prepare for the Kirkin’ o’ the 
Tartans. Rehearsal is on Wednesday, October 30, 
7:30 pm. We will be singing for both the 9:00 and 
11:00 services. A potluck brunch is shared by the musi-
cians between services. Whether you are an active par-
ticipant in our choir, an occasional singer, relative, 
family friend, or interested guest, you are welcome. 
Contact Sally Harmon for more information at shar-
mon@firstpresfargo.org. 

Fall Back! Set your clocks back an hour before you go 
to bed on Saturday, November 2. 

Youth News: Youth Group is in need of a middle 
school and a high school youth group leader to work 
with Kayla and team for the 2019-2020 season. This 
commitment includes teaching, leading discussions, 
building relationships, and shepherding our students 
weekly on Wednesdays, from 7:00-8:00 pm, and for 
some special events. Please contact Kayla Bones at 
kbones@firstpresfargo.org if you are interested. 

The Confirmation Class (12:00-1:30 pm, Sundays) is 
looking for folks to come and share how they live 
out their faith in their daily lives. Material should 
take 5-10 minutes to present...so not a large commit-
ment at all! We are aiming to show our confirmands 
how others live out their faith. If you are interested in 
sharing, please contact Kayla. 

A Peek @ Next Week: St. Andrew’s Brass and the Sanctuary Choir participate in worship. 

Duo Piano Program: We will celebrate our “plethora 
of pianists” with a family-friendly duo piano program 
in the Sanctuary on Sunday, October 27, at 4:00 pm. 
With a great variety of music from composers such as 
J. S. Bach, R. Strauss, Gershwin, Moussorgsky and 
more, you will not want to miss this event!  

PW News: Leah Circle meets on Saturday, October 
24 at 10:00 am, at the church. The focus will be Lesson 
2 from Carved in Stone.  

Remembering Our Soldiers In Prayer: Angelica 
Martin, KY; Daniel Martin, KS; Will Van Osdel, CA; 
Tom Drayton, LA; Stacey Lockwood, Middle East; 
Bryan Spear, in the states. If you have a loved one in 
the military, please let Pastor Mary know and we’ll in-
clude his/her name. 

Peace and Global Witness Offering: A gift to this 
offering enables the Church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice 
across the world.  We will be accepting donations to 
this offering through the end of the month. 

Presentation Prayer Center Brunch: The Rev. Dr. 
Paul Lang is this year’s speaker for the Prayer Center’s 
34th annual fundraiser on Thursday, November 7, 
11:00 am-1:00 pm, at the Holiday Inn! Pastor Paul’s 
presentation is entitled, The Pilgrim’s Compass – Find-
ing and Following God in a Season of Change. We 
would love to fill a table or two or three. An individual 
ticket is $30; a table of eight is $240. Sign up at the 
Volunteer Opportunities Board by today if you wish 
to attend! 

Nursery Attendant Needed: We are in need of a part-
time nursery attendant. This is a paid position! Please 
see Penny if interested. 

Game OFF: The "Game On" Board Game Night event 
scheduled for October 27 has been cancelled.  

Salvation Army Ringers Needed!! We will be taking 
names starting today. Please check your calendars and 
sign up for a shift or two! There are lots of indoor slots 
to fill starting November 14 and ringing through De-
cember 23. Call Ginger Deitz at 701-799-1825 with 
questions. 

St. Andrew’s Dinner: The St. Andrew’s Society of the 
FM area will have its 36th annual dinner/program cele-
brating Scottish culture and heritage, on Saturday, No-
vember 2 at The Courtyard by Mariott in Moor-
head, MN. Social Hour begins at 5:15 pm and the 
dinner/program begins at 6:00 pm. The evening in-
cludes a traditional Scottish dinner, music, dancing, 
and singing! Anyone interested in Scottish culture and 
heritage is welcome to attend. Tickets are available 
through October 28 by calling 218-287-1646. 

Town Hall: The 2019-2020 TH Lecture Series contin-
ues Monday, November 4, with actress Cindy Wil-
liams. Williams is most recognized for her role as 
"Shirley Feeney" in the TV series Laverne and Shirley 
and the film classic and box-office smash, American 
Graffiti. Her book, Shirley I Jest: A Storied Life, was 
released to much critical acclaim. Series tickets may be 
obtained by contacting Marcia Foss at 701-840-1986 or 
ndmomfoss@gmail.com. Individual tickets are availa-
ble at the door on the day of the lecture. Luncheon tick-
ets are also available for purchase. The Lecture Series 
is held at the Fargo Holiday Inn beginning at 10:30 am. 

Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans: Please invite your friends and 
relatives and join us on Sunday, November 3 for our 
annual Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans worship, to celebrate the 
Scottish heritage of the Presbyterian church. We will 
have two identical services at 9:00 and 11:00. The 
Highland Dancers will be giving a demonstration be-
tween services. 



 

Church Information 
Office Hours: 

M-TH, 8:30 am-4:00 pm 
Phone: 701-293-6311 

www.firstpresfargo.org 
Find us on Facebook! 

For Your Information 
October 13 Worship Attendance: 239 

Contributions Received: $20,173.00 

Hearing devices and large print copies of today’s 
hymns are available, please ask an usher for assistance. 

Nursery: Staff will be present beginning at 10:15 for 
infants-3 years, in the nursery complex on the 1st floor. 

Activity Bags for Children: Fun-filled tote bags are 
located at both doors. 

Restrooms: Restrooms are located in the Gathering 
Space and on the lower level. 

Prayer Request Cards: Cards are in pew racks for 
your use. Prayers will be committed to God along with 
the other offerings and also lifted up in prayer by the 
staff. 

Peace Candles: The candle burning on the chancel 
symbolizes peace. We ask guests to take a candle back 
to your church as a gift from us. Peace candles can be 
found at the Welcome Center, near the west doors. 

Wi-Fi: Wi-Fi is available throughout the church. 
(password: community650) 

Church Staff 
Rev. Dr. Paul H. Lang-Pastor, Head of Staff 

Rev. Mary Jo E. Holtey-Associate Pastor 
Sally Harmon-Music Coordinator & Organist 

Dr. Erynn Millard-Adult Choir Director 
Jan Lundgren-Business Manager 

Monica Gelinske-Administrative Assistant 
Penny Andrist-Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

Kayla Bones-Youth & Young Adult Ministry Coordinator 
Rick Fiebiger-Facilities Manager 

 

All staff emails are:  
(first initial and last name of person)@firstpresfargo.org 

 
Alexa Lajimodiere & Kristina Stenseth- 

Nursery Attendants 

FPC Officers 

Session: Kim Carter, Tom Clusiau, Lisa Edison-Smith, 
Bruce Furness, Dick Henderson, Ryan Johnston,    
Roberta Mohagen, Joni Nudell (clerk), Elaine Rudd, 
Troy Schmidt, Mary Staahl, Scott Swanholm, Paula 
Thomas, and Kevin Tobosa. 

Deacons: Kelly Brickman, Ed Deckard, Rick Herberg, 
Beatrice Janaka, Robin Kee, Sarah Lang, Bob Morton, 
Brian Peterson, Jean Pladson, Karen Rivers, Andrea 
Smith, Craig Tait, Josh Trumbo (moderator), and Jane 
Wolff. 

Treasurer: Sherri Stern 

Sunday, October 20 

 No Confirmation 

6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 

Monday, October 21 

9:00 Mon. Morning Men’s Group (Fargo Fryn’ Pan) 

6:30 Session 

Tuesday, October 22 

8:30 Bulletin Articles Deadline 

12:00 M&F Cmt. 

1:00 Staff Mtg.  

6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 

Wednesday, October 23 

12:00 Messenger Article Deadline 

1:00 Library Cmt. 

5:30 Genesis Ringers / St. Andrew’s Brass 

6:15 Children & Youth Choirs 

6:30 Westminster Ringers  

7:00 Youth Group  

7:30 Sanctuary Choir 

Thursday, October 24 

10:00 Leah Circle 

Friday, October 25 

 No Church Events 

Saturday, October 26 

10:00 Youth Volunteer @ CUH 

Sunday, October 27 

9:15 Sunday School for ALL 

10:30 Worship Service 

12:00 Confirmation 

4:00 Duo Piano Program 

6:30 Compass Group #1 / Narcotics Anonymous 
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