
*Call to Worship 

Prayer of the Day 

We Gather in Christ 

 Welcome and Concerns of the Church  

The Session and members of First Presbyterian Church, Fargo extend a sincere welcome to you. 
We are grateful for your presence today! We welcome all persons regardless of race, nationality, disability, 

gender, or sexual orientation. This includes an open invitation to membership, the sacraments of baptism 
and the Lord's Supper, marriage, funerals, memorial services, and to serve as an officer of the church.  

*Prayer of Confession 

*Hymn 475 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

*Call to Confession 

*Assurance of God’s Forgiveness 

Faithful God, you are here. Tuck us into the cleft of the rock; cover us with your hand when we 
are anxious, that we may be courageous to do your will, through Christ, who calls us by name. 
Amen. 

Lord, you have welcomed us, saying,   
“I know you by name, and you have found favor with me.”  
Lord, you have promised us,  
“My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.”  
Lord, you have blessed us, saying,  
“I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you.”  
Lord, you have humbled us, saying,  
“I will proclaim my holy name in your presence.”  
Lord, show us your glory! We worship you!  

The Lord says:  
I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy,  
and I will have compassion on whom I will  
have compassion. Let us now confess our sin,  
casting ourselves on the promised mercy and  
compassion of God.  

What a debt we owe to you, O God. You have given us all things in Christ and yet we with-
hold from you the honor and glory that are yours. Instead, we pay tribute to empire, plot to 
entrap the innocent, mock your truth with empty praise, and put your patience to the test. 
Forgive us, O God, and by your grace restore in us the image of your face; through Christ 
Jesus our Lord. Amen. 



May God bless the reading and hearing of this portion of the holy Word. 

First Lesson  1 Thessalonians 1:4-10   

Gloria Patri *Response  

*Passing of the Peace 

Second Lesson (see Whirl Bible pg. 250) Matthew 22:15-20 

The Word 
Prayer for Illumination  

Penny Andrist Children’s Message 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 

Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. So they sent their disciples to 
him, along with the Herodians, saying, ‘Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way 
of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with 
partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?’ But Je-
sus, aware of their malice, said, ‘Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me 
the coin used for the tax.’ And they brought him a denarius. Then he said to them, ‘Whose head is 
this, and whose title?’    

For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, because our message 
of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full 
conviction; just as you know what kind of people we proved to be among you for your sake. And 
you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word 
with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the believers in Mace-
donia and in Achaia. For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia 
and Achaia, but in every place where your faith in God has become known, so that we have no 
need to speak about it. For the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we 
had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, and to 
wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the 
wrath that is coming.  

Sermon Choice Rev. Dr. Jane Holtzlcaw 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

Offering 

Responding to the Word 
*Hymn 716 God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending 

*Affirmation of Faith Taken from A Brief Statement of Faith 

*Prayer of Dedication   

*Response  God of the Fertile Fields 

In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love 
of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One 
of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve.  
We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. In sovereign love God created the world 
good and makes everyone equally in God’s image, male and female, of every race and peo-
ple, to live as one community. But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator. Ignor-
ing God’s commandments. We violate the image of God in others and ourselves, accept lies 
as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our 
care. We deserve God’s condemnation. Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem crea-
tion. In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people to bless all 
families of the earth. Hearing their cry, God delivered the children of Israel from the house 
of bondage. Loving us still, God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant. Like a mother 
who will not forsake her nursing child, like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal 
home, God is faithful still.  
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks 
and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, 
praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that noth-
ing in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Glory 
be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

*Hymn 157 I Danced in the Morning 

Bearing the Word into the World 

*Benediction 




