
The Session and members of First Presbyterian Church, Fargo 
extend a sincere welcome to you. We are grateful for your 
presence today! We welcome all persons regardless of race, 
nationality, disability, gender, or sexual orientation. This 
includes an open invitation to membership, the sacraments of 
baptism and the Lord's Supper, marriage, funerals, memorial 
services, and to serve as an officer of the church. 

Please join us outside for fellowship after worship. 

We recycle! If you are not taking your bulletin, please drop it 
in the blue bin at the door as you leave. 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 

We Gather in Christ 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, you show us the way of servanthood. You have given us much so that we can bless others and not 
seek gratification for ourselves. Help us to seek your path and keep us in humility so that we can be the 
light of Christ in the world. In the name of the one who came to serve, we pray. Amen. 

PRELUDE Flute Solo 
Aria Pastorella 

Sally Harmon, organist 

Arne (1710-1778) 
Rathgeber (1682-1750) 

WELCOME & CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Praise the Lord, for God is great indeed!  
Let us sing praises for God’s glorious works. 
We give glory, honor, and thanksgiving to the Lord, 
who makes and sustains all things. 
Let us worship God! 

*HYMN 14: For the Beauty of the Earth 
For the beauty of the earth, 
for the glory of the skies, 
for the love which from our birth 
over and around us lies: 

Refrain: 
Lord of all, to thee we raise 
this our hymn of grateful praise. 

For the wonder of each hour 
of the day and of the night, 
hill and vale, and tree and flower, 
sun and moon, and stars of light: (Refrain) 

For the joy of ear and eye, 
for the heart and mind’s delight, 
for the mystic harmony 
linking sense to sound and sight: (Refrain) 
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For the joy of human love, 
brother, sister, parent, child, 
friends on earth, and friends above, 
for all gentle thoughts and mild: (Refrain) 

For thyself, best gift divine 
to the world so freely given; 
for that great, great love of thine, 
peace on earth and joy in heaven: (Refrain) 

*CALL TO CONFESSION 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor, 
trusting in the mercy of our Lord. 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Merciful and gentle God, we have wanted reward without sacrifice. We have been unwilling 
to serve and have not humbled ourselves in obedience. Forgive our hubris, gracious God. 
Correct our ignorant ways and help us to know your glory through servanthood. Guide us 
to be true followers of your way, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
People of God, your sins are forgiven,  
for the Lord who made all things knows our weaknesses. 
Therefore, turn away from sin and obey the ways of the Lord. 
Be reconciled to the community in service and love. 

*RESPONSE: God Welcomes All 

 

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

GIFT OF MUSIC Psalm 86 
Sanctuary Choir; Bryan Poyzer, director 

Nygard 

Hear my voice, O Lord, when I pray. Hear my prayer when I cry from the lowly place; 
In your mercy Lord, let me stay; hear my voice, O Lord, when I pray. 
Hear my voice, O Lord, when I cry; Hear my words when I call from the lowly place; 
I will pray, O Lord, lest I die; Hear my voice, O Lord, when I cry. 
From the grave’s descent You have taken me, when the men of the world have forsaken me. 
In my day of need and my time of grief, Hear the prayer for my body and soul’s relief. 
In the morning, Lord, I will sing, Alleluia, with a song that will rise from the holy place, 
And my praises, Lord, it will bring; In the morning, Lord, I will sing. Alleluia, Amen. 

CHILDREN’S TIME: Penny Andrist 



The Word 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION: reader, Zoe Booth 
O God,  
your Word gives us counsel for our understanding. 
Enable us to receive it today, 
in the name of your son, our Lord. Amen. 

FIRST LESSON: Job 38:1-7, 34-41 
Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind: 
‘Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? 
Gird up your loins like a man, 
   I will question you, and you shall declare to me. 

‘Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? 
   Tell me, if you have understanding. 
Who determined its measurements—surely you know! 
   Or who stretched the line upon it? 
On what were its bases sunk, 
   or who laid its cornerstone 
when the morning stars sang together 
   and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy? 

‘Can you lift up your voice to the clouds, 
   so that a flood of waters may cover you? 
Can you send forth lightnings, so that they may go 
   and say to you, “Here we are”? 
Who has put wisdom in the inward parts, 
   or given understanding to the mind? 
Who has the wisdom to number the clouds? 
   Or who can tilt the waterskins of the heavens, 
when the dust runs into a mass 
   and the clods cling together? 

‘Can you hunt the prey for the lion, 
   or satisfy the appetite of the young lions, 
when they crouch in their dens, 
   or lie in wait in their covert? 
Who provides for the raven its prey, 
   when its young ones cry to God, 
   and wander about for lack of food? 

 May God bless the reading and hearing of this portion of the holy Word. 

SECOND LESSON: Mark 10:35-45 
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, ‘Teacher, we want 
you to do for us whatever we ask of you.’ And he said to them, ‘What is it you want me to do for 
you?’ And they said to him, ‘Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your 
glory.’ But Jesus said to them, ‘You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the 
cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?’ They replied, ‘We are 
able.’ Then Jesus said to them, ‘The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with 



which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to 
grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.’ 

When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. So Jesus called them and 
said to them, ‘You know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as their rulers lord 
it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. But it is not so among you; but whoever 
wishes to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among 
you must be slave of all. For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his 
life a ransom for many.’ 

 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

SERMON: The Rev. Mary Jo E. Holtey 

*HYMN 320: The Church of Christ in Every Age 
The church of Christ in every age, 
beset by change but Spirit-led, 
must claim and test its heritage 
and keep on rising from the dead. 

Across the world, across the street, 
the victims of injustice cry 
for shelter and for bread to eat, 
and never live before they die. 

Then let the servant church arise, 
a caring church that longs to be 
a partner in Christ's sacrifice, 
and clothed in Christ's humanity. 

For Christ alone, whose blood was shed, 
can cure the fever in our blood, 
and teach us how to share our bread 
and feed the starving multitude. 

We have no mission but to serve 
in full obedience to our Lord: 
to care for all, without reserve, 
and spread Christ's liberating word. 

*PROFESSION OF FAITH: Statement of Faith of United Church of Canada 
We are not alone, we live in God’s world. We believe in God: who has created and is 
creating, who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make new, who 
works in us and others by the Spirit. We trust in God. We are called to be the church: to 
celebrate God’s presence, to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, to proclaim 
Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope. In live, in death, in life beyond death, 
God is with us. We are not alone. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   



Responding to the Word 
OFFERING 

 

MOMENT FOR STEWARDSHIP 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Bearing the Word into the World 
*HYMN 22: God of the Sparrow 

God of the sparrow 
God of the whale 
God of the swirling stars 
How does the creature say Awe 
How does the creature say Praise 

God of the earthquake 
God of the storm 
God of the trumpet blast 
How does the creature cry Woe 
How does the creature cry Save 

God of the rainbow 
God of the cross 
God of the empty grave 
How does the creature say Grace 
How does the creature say Thanks 

God of the hungry 
God of the sick 
God of the prodigal 
How does the creature say Care 
How does the creature say Life 

God of the neighbor 
God of the foe 
God of the pruning hook 
How does the creature say Love 
How does the creature say Peace 

God of the ages 
God near at hand 
God of the loving heart 
How do your children say Joy 
How do your children say Home 

*BENEDICTION 

 
POSTLUDE Aria con Varazione Martini (1706-1784) 



Covenant Of Prayer: Mary Bohnenblust; those who are 
experiencing homelessness in our community; and our 
sister congregation in Chogoria, Kenya. 

A Peek @ Next Week: We will be enjoying music by 
the Sanctuary Choir and Westminster Ringers, watch-
ing a Stewardship Video, and celebrating Stewardship 
Sunday. 

Remembering Our Soldiers In Prayer: If you have a 
loved one in the military, please let Pastor Mary know 
and we’ll include his/her name. 

October 17, 2021 

2021 Per Capita: It’s not too late to pay your 2021 Per 
Capita! In fact, we kindly ask that you do so! The of-
fice will be accepting payments through the end of the 
year. The rate set by the Presbytery is $48 per con-
firmed member of your household. Notice that this is 
the same rate as 2022, so kindly note which year it is 
for when you return your payment to the office. 

Peace & Global Witness: Gifts to this offering will 
be received through the end of October. 

PW News: Shampoo and/or conditioner  will be ac-
cepted for the YWCA until October 19. These items 
can be placed in the YWCA bin in the West Coat 
Room. Of course, we are happy to receive anything on 
their "urgent needs" list.  

Circles will meet on Tuesday, October 19, at 2:00 
pm via ZOOM, for Lesson 2 of our Bible Study for 
2021-22, What My Grandmothers Taught Me. Pastor 
Mary Holtey will lead us through this lesson. Esther 
Circle will meet at 9:30 am the same day, at the 
home of Jan Carlsen (1012 Park Drive S. 58103). It’s Time for Nominations! Do you know someone 

who might be called to serve as a Deacon or Elder of 
FPC? Do you feel the call yourself? If you would like 
to suggest a name for consideration, please drop their 
name(s) in the lockbox outside the office door. They 
will be given to the Nominating Committee for their 
consideration. 

Pillows! Pillows! We continue to shower the YWCA 
shelter with new pillows that each person staying at the 
shelter gets to keep when they leave. May these women 
and children always have a safe and soft place to lay 
their heads at night. You may bring new pillows to the 
West Coat Room.  

Separate Checks Please: When making multiple pay-
ments/donations, please write separate checks for each. 
For example, when making your pledge payment and 
paying your Per Capita, write 2 checks instead of total-
ing the amounts and writing one check. Thank you. 

Holy Buckets: For the month of October, Holy Buck-
ets will support the Homeless and Hungry Project. We 
will collect the following: laundry detergent, cleaning 
supplies, paper towels, toilet paper, toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, shaving cream, new/gently used winter 
wear, new/gently used shoes/boots, children’s books. 
Some of the winter wear will also be shared with the 
children of Bdecan Presbyterian Church. You may 
place your donations in the green buckets in the foyer. 

Wish to Join the Prayer Chain? Periodically, during 
the course of any given year, prayer requests are made 
and given to the prayer chain for their additional pray-
er. If you wish to be part of the prayer chain, contact 
Pastor Mary to add your name to the chain. Confiden-
tial prayer requests will be given to you via email. 
Come and be part of this gentle and vital ministry. 

Kirkin' o' the Tartans: Join us for our annual 
Kirkin’ of the Tartans worship on Sunday, Novem-
ber 21, to celebrate the Scottish heritage of the 
Presbyterian church! Due to COVID-19 re-
strictions, in-person seating is limited, and online 
registration is required. Registration will go live on 
TODAY at 11:30 am. 140 tickets will be available 
for each service, with 20 held back for each service for 
those without an internet connection or an email. That 
same day and time, those without internet or email can 
request and pick-up tickets in the office. Worship Com-
mittee members will be there to satisfy those requests. 
If you can’t join us for our Kirkin’ services, please con-
sider joining us, via live stream. For a ticket link, visit 
the church website at www.firstpresfargo.org.  

Another Convenient Option for Giving! Did you no-
tice the QR Code in today’s bulletin? Session dis-
cussed, and Management & Finance Cmt. approved, 
the use of this code that’s directly linked to our secure 
giving portal through Subsplash Giving. Just open your 
smartphone’s camera and focus the camera on the QR 
Code. Follow the instructions on the screen to complete 
the action. Easy and convenient- give it a try! 

All Saints Sunday: All Saints Day this year will be 
observed on October 31. We will remember with great 
fondness and respect our church members who have 
died this past year. There will be an opportunity for 
family members to come forward to the chancel area to 
light a candle in remembrance of loved ones. All are 
invited to participate in this meaningful time to remem-
ber recent losses or saints who have gone before us. 

Candy! Candy! The EduCon Committee is requesting 
Halloween candy donations from the congregation to 
give to kids following worship on Sunday, October 31. 
Any candy is welcome, but these specifically fit our 
theme: Kit Kats, Snickers, Swedish Fish, Skittles, Milk 
Duds. Please bring to the church office by Wednes-
day, October 27. 



FPC Officers 

Session: Kim Carter, Tom Clusiau, Lisa Edison-Smith, 
Colleen Ford-Dunker, Bruce Furness, Dick Henderson, 
Ryan Johnston, Kurt Kooyer, Elaine Rudd (clerk), 
Scott Swanholm, Paula Thomas, and Kevin Tobosa, 
Becky Trumbo, and Jeff Wilkens. 

Deacons: Brenda Deckard, Ed Deckard, Rick Herberg, 
Beatrice Janaka, Jane Mathew (moderator), Bob Mor-
ton, Karen Rivers, Andrea Smith, Kathleen Thomas, 
Debbie Tight, and Amy Wilkens. 

Treasurer: Sherri Stern 

L: Live Stream Option, H: Hybrid, Z: Zoom 

Sunday, October 17 

11:30 Outdoor Fellowship / ZOOM Coffee Hour (Z) 

12:00 Confirmation  

Monday, October 18 

6:30 Session (H) 

Tuesday, October 19 

8:30 Bulletin Articles Due 

9:00 Esther Circle (Carlsen Residence) 

2:00 PW Cirles (Z) 

Wednesday, October 20 

5:30 Genesis Ringers / St. Andrew’s Brass 

6:15 Youth Choirs / Westminster Ringers 

7:00 Youth Group 

7:30 Sanctuary Choir 

Thursday, October 21 

1:30 Compass #2 

Friday, October 22   No Church Events 

Saturday, October 23   No Church Events 

Sunday, October 24   Stewardship Sunday 

9:15 Sunday School for ALL 

10:30 Worship Service (L) 

11:30 Outdoor Fellowship / ZOOM Coffee Hour (Z) 

12:00 Confirmation 

Church Staff 
Rev. Mary Jo E. Holtey-Head of Staff, Associate Pastor 

Sally Harmon-Music Coordinator & Organist 
Bryan Poyzer-Adult Choir Director 

Jan Lundgren-Business Manager 
Monica Gelinske-Administrative Assistant 

Penny Andrist-Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
Kayla Bones-Youth & Young Adult Ministry Coordinator 

Rick Fiebiger-Facilities Manager 
Drew Brovold-Custodian 

 

All staff emails are:  
(first initial and last name of person)@firstpresfargo.org 

For Your Information 
October 10 Worship Attendance: 

100 in person, 26 Livestreamed  

Contributions Received: $29,343.00 

Hearing devices and large print copies of today’s 
hymns are available, please ask an usher for assistance. 

Nursery: Staff will be present beginning at 9:15 for 
infants-3 years, in the nursery complex on the 1st floor. 

Activity Bags for Children: Fun-filled tote bags are 
located at both doors. 

Restrooms: Restrooms are located in the Gathering 
Space and on the lower level. 

Prayer Request Cards: Cards are in pew racks for 
your use. Prayers will be committed to God along with 
the other offerings and also lifted up in prayer by the 
staff. 

Peace Candles: The candle burning on the chancel 
symbolizes peace. We ask guests to take a candle back 
to your church as a gift from us. Peace candles can be 
found at the Welcome Center, near the west doors. 

Wi-Fi: Wi-Fi is available throughout the church. 
(password: community650) 

FPC Financial Summary  

September 2021 - General Fund Only 

     

 
YTD 

Actual 
YTD 

Budget 
Increase/ 
Decrease 

Annual 
Budget 

Income $597,835 $550,117 $47,718 $779,600 

     

Expense 575,673 613,232 -$37,558 798,774 

     

Net/
Shortfall  

$22,162 -$63,115 $10,159 -$19,174 

 

Church Information 
Office Hours: 

M-TH, 8:30am-4:00 pm 
Phone: 701-293-6311 

www.firstpresfargo.org 
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