
*Call to Worship 

Prayer of the Day 

We Gather in Christ 
Prelude Ronde Française Boëllmann 

We are grateful for your presence with us today! 
Everyone is invited for coffee and fellowship in the Gathering Space after worship. 

We recycle! If you are not taking your bulletin, please drop it in the blue bin at the door as you leave. 
*Please rise in body or spirit. 

Rev. Dr. Paul H. Lang Welcome and Concerns of the Church 

*Hymn 817 We Walk by Faith 

*Call to Confession 

“Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,  
let us also lay aside every weight 
and the sin that clings so closely, 
and let us run with perseverance 
the race that is set before us.” 
Mindful of the gifts we receive 
and confident of the sustenance the Lord provides, 
let us worship God! 

Trusting in God’s hopes for us, 
let us come before God with contrite hearts, 
asking for reconciliation and seeking peace. 

God of Peace, your call, at times, appears to divide us from one another. Help us to overcome our 
fears and respond in courage. Give us faith to trust the unity that is beyond our sight. Give us 
your eyes to recognize the signs before us. We ask this in the confidence of your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Hebrews 12:1 



*Prayer of Confession 

God of hope, we confess 
our disregard of your care . . . 
our doubt of your providence . . . 
our blindness to signs of your love. 
We are afraid to risk our comforts to find new life; we separate ourselves from you and 
from others and foster divisions between those you love. Help us to amend our lives and 
make us your faithful people who bear the good fruit of your Word in the world. Through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

*Assurance of God’s Forgiveness 

Gloria Patri *Response  

Gift of Music As the Deer 
Summer Choir; Dr. Erynn Millard, director 

Nystrom/arr. 
Wagner 

*Passing of the Peace 

Lesson Hebrews 11:29-12:2 

The Word 
Prayer for Illumination Roberta Mohagen 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 

By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the Egyptians at-
tempted to do so they were drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been encir-
cled for seven days. By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, 
because she had received the spies in peace. 

And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, 
of David and Samuel and the prophets— who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered 
justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the 
sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women 
received their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to 
obtain a better resurrection. Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and impris-
onment. They were stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they were killed by the sword; they 
went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented— of whom the world 
was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground. 
Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was prom-
ised, since God had provided something better so that they would not, without us, be made per-
fect. 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every 
weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set be-
fore us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that 
was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right 
hand of the throne of God. 

Sermon Living by Faith—Part 2 Rev. Dr. Jane Holtzclaw 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



*Affirmation of Faith Taken from A Brief Statement of Faith 

In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love 
of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One 
of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere 
the giver and renewer of life. The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to 
accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all believers in 
the one body of Christ, the Church. The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles 
rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word       
proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of 
salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church. In a broken and fearful 
world, the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to 
Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of 
peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. In gratitude 
to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy 
and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, 
Lord Jesus!” With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in 
death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Glory be to the       
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

*Hymn 177 I will Come to You 

*Hymn 821 My Life Flows On 

Bearing the Word into the World 

*Charge & Benediction 

Postlude Choral and Menuet from Suite Gothique Boëllmann 

Responding to the Word 

Offertory Dawning of the Day 
Curt Brickman & Becky Dura; Highland Pipes 

Walsh 

Offering 

*Response  Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise Christ, all people here below; 
praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

*Prayer of Dedication   



Covenant Of Prayer: Edith Dawson; Bob Hamblet; 
Sarah; those who are homeless in our community; and 
our sister congregation, Chogoria. 

August 18, 2019 

Ushers Needed! Are you wondering how you can 
serve at the church? Consider joining an usher team. 
Each team is responsible to furnish four persons to ush-
er on one Sunday every two months. It is not a de-
manding task but a very important welcoming point at 
our Sunday service. If this interests you, contact Cyn-
thia Baumgardner at cynthiab@cableone.net. 

A Request from Building & Grounds: Please consid-
er not bringing beverages and food into the Sanctu-
ary—to respect this sacred space, protect our new pew 
cushions, and avoid spills and cleanup. Coffee and 
snacks are available in the Gathering Space after the 
service. This request does not apply to bottles and 
Cheerios for young children. There is no need to repri-
mand anyone who is not aware of this preference. 

Prayer Chain: Prayer is an important way we com-
municate with God, as well as a way we share our care 
for each other. Contact Dianne Connelly or Nancy 
Johnson if you want to be a pray-er. From time to time 
members on the Prayer Chain will be given prayer re-
quests. These requests will be given to you via email or 
phone (whichever you prefer). You are asked to pray. 
This is a quiet, yet active, ministry of the church.  

Remembering Our Soldiers In Prayer: Angelica 
Martin, KY; Daniel Martin, KS; George Ebert, Middle 
East; Will Van Osdel, CA; Tom Drayton, LA; Stacey 
Lockwood, Middle East; Bryan Spear, in the states. If 
you have a loved one in the military, please let Jane 
Holtzclaw know and we’ll include his/her name in the 
bulletin. 

Pillows! Pillows! We continue to shower the YWCA 
shelter with new pillows that each person staying at the 
shelter gets to keep when they leave. May these women 
and children always have a safe and soft place to lay 
their heads at night. You may bring your pillows to the 
West Coat Room.  

New Photos? Is the whole family going to be together 
this summer? If so, take a picture and send it to Monica 
in the office. It can be used to update your church di-
rectory photo. New photos are fun and many people 
enjoy seeing the families change each year. Have a re-
cent photo that isn’t digital? Mail or bring in your pho-
to to the office to be scanned into the computer.  

3 Ways to Get the Church App on Your Mobile De-
vice: 1) visit our website, firstpresfargo.org, and click 
on the link on the Home page. 2) go to http://
get.theapp.co/jb2k/ and it will allow you to select the 
download of the app for your mobile device. 3) text the 
code FPFargo to 206-859-9405. The reply will include 
a direct link to our promotion page. 

Women’s Retreat: A women’s retreat will be held 
September 20 & 21 at Fair Hills Resort near Detroit 
Lakes, MN. Mary Jo Lewis will be presenting the topic 
Enneagrams, and the cost will be approximate $150. 
One night’s lodging, 2 meals on Saturday, program-
ming, and a book about Enneagrams is included in the 
registration fee. Attendees may enjoy the resort Friday 
afternoon if they wish, with programming beginning 
Friday evening through late afternoon Saturday. Fur-
ther details and registration forms are available at the 
Info Kiosk or online at: firstpresfargo.org/
womensretreat. Registration, including payment is 
due September 2. 

Emergency Food Pantry: Our week to volunteer at 
the EFP is August 26-30. We are looking for 25-30 
individuals (adults and children welcome) to fill morn-
ing and/or afternoon shifts. If you can serve in this im-
portant and rewarding mission, please contact Jan Har-
rison at jharr25@aol.com or 701-293-6130. There is a 
sign-up sheet on the volunteer bulletin board. 

Chogoria Partnership Trip: Come to an information-
al meeting at the church on Tuesday, August 20 at 
7:00 pm. We will talk about the itinerary for our trip 
(January 28-February 12, 2020) and the anticipated fel-
lowship with our Kenyan partners. If you are interest-
ed, and cannot be at the meeting, please call Sharon 
Secor, trip leader, at 701-388-4699. 

Rally Day Tshirts are Here! The cost is $10 and sizes 
range from youth small to adult 4XL. This year’s 
theme is Kindness Grows. The tree on the shirt is in 
memory of Lemont Richardson and you can find his 
initials hiding in the roots. You can order and pay for 
your Tshirt online at http://firstpresfargo.org/
tshirtorderform or pick up an order form from the Wel-
come Desk Info Kiosk. The deadline to order a tshirt 
is August 20. Help us celebrate our new year together!  

Rally Day 2019: We’ll welcome Pastor Mary back 
from sabbatical AND kickoff our new program year 
with Rally Day on September 8. The morning’s fes-
tivities will include Worship at 10:30 am followed 
by a picnic meal featuring menu items (loosely) tied to 
the northeast, where Pastor Mary visited while she was 
away: New York deli sandwiches, Cape Cod kettle po-
tato chips, New York cheesecake, and we’ll throw in 
some veggies for good measure. A freewill offering 
will be taken for the meal. 
Children & Youth Sunday School registration forms 
will be available (you may also register your child(ren) 
on our fabulous new website) and we’ll have a balloon 
twister, face painter, and yard games. The theme of our 
program year is “Kindness Grows”. Don't forget to 
bring your backpack to Rally Day for our annual 
"Blessing of the Backpacks". 

http://firstpresfargo.org
https://subsplash.com/firstpresbyterianchurchnd/app
https://subsplash.com/firstpresbyterianchurchnd/app


 

Church Information 
Summer Office Hours: 

M-TH, 9:00 am-3:00 pm 
Phone: 701-293-6311 

www.firstpresfargo.org 
Find us on Facebook! 

For Your Information 
August 11 Worship Attendance: 118 

Contributions Received: $12,084.00 

Hearing devices and large print copies of today’s 
hymns are available, please ask an usher for assistance. 

Nursery: Staff will be present beginning at 10:15 for 
infants-3 years, in the nursery complex on the 1st floor. 

Activity Bags for Children: Fun-filled tote bags are 
located at both doors. 

Restrooms: Restrooms are located in the Gathering 
Space and on the lower level. 

Prayer Request Cards: Cards are in pew racks for 
your use. Prayers will be committed to God along with 
the other offerings and also lifted up in prayer by the 
staff. 

Peace Candles: The candle burning on the chancel 
symbolizes peace. We ask guests to take a candle back 
to your church as a gift from us. Peace candles can be 
found at the Welcome Center, near the west doors. 

Wi-Fi: Wi-Fi is available throughout the church. 
(password: community650) 

Church Staff 
Rev. Dr. Paul H. Lang-Pastor, Head of Staff 

Rev. Mary Jo E. Holtey-(on sabbatical) 
Rev. Dr. Jane Holtzclaw-Pastoral Care Associate 

Sally Harmon-Music Coordinator & Organist 
Dr. Erynn Millard-Adult Choir Director 

Jan Lundgren-Business Manager 
Monica Gelinske-Administrative Assistant 

Penny Andrist-Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
Kayla Bones-Youth & Young Adult Ministry Coordinator 

Rick Fiebiger-Facilities Manager 
 

All staff emails are:  
(first initial and last name of person)@firstpresfargo.org 

 
Mindy Argall, Alexa Lajimodiere, Kristina Stenseth-

Nursery Attendants 

FPC Officers 

Session: Kim Carter, Tom Clusiau, Lisa Edison-Smith, 
Bruce Furness, Dick Henderson, Ryan Johnston,    
Roberta Mohagen, Joni Nudell (clerk), Elaine Rudd, 
Troy Schmidt, Mary Staahl, Scott Swanholm, Paula 
Thomas, and Kevin Tobosa. 

Deacons: Kelly Brickman, Ed Deckard Rick Herberg, 
Beatrice Janaka, Robin Kee, Sarah Lang, Bob Morton, 
Brian Peterson, Jean Pladson, Karen Rivers, Andrea 
Smith, Craig Tait, Josh Trumbo (moderator), and Jane 
Wolff. 

Treasurer: Sherri Stern 

Sunday, August 18 

6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 

Monday, August 19 

6:30 Session 

Tuesday, August 20 

9:00 Bulletin Articles Deadline 

1:00 Summer Staff Mtg. 

6:30 Narcotics Anoymous 

7:00 Kenya Info Mtg. 

Wednesday, August 21 

 No Events 

Thursday, August 22 

12:00 Messenger Article Deadline 

5:30 Compass Group #2 

Friday, August 23 

 No events 

Saturday, August 24 

 No events 

Sunday, August 25 

10:30 Summer Worship Service 

6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
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