
*Call to Worship 

Prayer of the Day 

We Gather in Christ 
Prelude Holy, Holy, Holy 

Krista Clusiau, piano & Sally Harmon, organ 
arr. Miller 

We are grateful for your presence with us today! 
Everyone is invited for coffee and     fellowship in the Gathering Space after worship. 

We recycle! If you are not taking your bulletin, please drop it in the blue bin at the door as you leave. 
*Please rise in body or spirit. 

Rev. Dr. Jane Holtzclaw Welcome and Concerns of the Church 

*Hymn 463 How Firm a Foundation 

*Call to Confession 

The heavens declare the righteousness of God.  
The earth declares God’s beauty. 
From the rising of the sun to its setting 
God’s word shines forth in glory. 
Let us worship God! 

My brothers and sisters, remember that God loves us;  
therefore by the mercy of God, 
let us cease to do evil and learn to do good. 

O God of promise, creator of the cosmos, you are the first light breaking through the void, and 
the final light we shall eternally enjoy. Keep our hearts ever vigilant as we wait to welcome you, 
that you would find us clothed in love, dressed for action, and eager to receive you. Amen. 



*Assurance of God’s Forgiveness 

Gloria Patri *Response  

*Prayer of Confession 

Gift of Music The Gospel of Grace 
Sam Johnson, tenor; Krista Clusiau, piano 

arr. Hayes 

*Passing of the Peace 

The Word 
Prayer for Illumination Gen Eidem 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 

First Lesson Luke 12:32-40  

Holy God, you call us to do good, seek justice, and care for those in need, yet how often we 
place our own comforts above compassion for others. Forgive us, we pray, and cleanse us 
from these and all our offenses through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

May God bless the reading and hearing of this portion of the holy Word. 

Second Lesson Hebrews 11:8-16  

‘Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell 
your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing 
treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also.’ 

‘Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for their master to 
return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and 
knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he 
will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. If he comes 
during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.’ 

‘But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would 
not have let his house be broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 
unexpected hour.’ 

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an 
inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he stayed for a time in the 
land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were 
heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose 
architect and builder is God. By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too 
old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him faithful who had prom-
ised. Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, ‘as many 
as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.’ 
All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw and 
greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, for people who 
speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of the 
land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire 
a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; in-
deed, he has prepared a city for them. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



Sermon Living by Faith—Part 1 Rev. Dr. Paul H. Lang 

*Hymn 442 Just as I Am, Without One Plea 

*Hymn 610 O, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 

Bearing the Word into the World 

*Charge & Benediction 

Postlude To God Be the Glory 
Krista Clusiau, piano & Sally Harmon, organ 

arr. Innes 

*Affirmation of Faith Taken from A Brief Statement of Faith 

In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love 
of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy 
One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. We trust in God, whom Jesus called     
Abba, Father. In sovereign love God created the world good and makes everyone equally in 
God’s image, male and female, of every race and people, to live as one community. But we 
rebel against God; we hide from our Creator. Ignoring God’s commandments. We violate 
the image of God in others and ourselves, accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, 
and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care. We deserve God’s condemnation. 
Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation. In everlasting love, the God of 
Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people to bless all families of the earth. Hearing their 
cry, God delivered the children of Israel from the house of bondage. Loving us still, God 
makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant. Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing 
child, like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, God is faithful still. In       
gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and 
to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth,      
praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that   
nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Responding to the Word 

Offertory Lord of the Dance 
Krista Clusiau, piano & Sally Harmon, organ 

arr. Raney 

Offering 

*Response  Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise Christ, all people here below; 
praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

*Prayer of Dedication   



Covenant Of Prayer: Edith Dawson; Bob Hamblet; 
Sarah; those who are homeless in our community; and 
our sister congregation, Chogoria. 

August 11, 2019 

A Request from Building & Grounds: Please consid-
er not bringing beverages and food into the Sanctu-
ary—to respect this sacred space, protect our new pew 
cushions, and avoid spills and cleanup. Coffee and 
snacks are available in the Gathering Space after the 
service. This request does not apply to bottles and 
Cheerios for young children. There is no need to repri-
mand anyone who is not aware of this preference. 

Holy Buckets: It has become our recent custom to col-
lect new and gently used winter coats and other gear 
for the children and youth of Bdecan Pres. on the Spirit 
Lake Reservation. We will collect new school back-
packs as well! Come October, children need to have all 
their winter wear in order to board the school bus. So, 
for the duration of the summer we will be collecting 
these items (backpacks, coats, snow pants, boots, hats, 
mittens, scarves); they will be distributed to the chil-
dren in September. You may place your donations in 
the green buckets in the foyer! 

Office Notes: Did you know that you can make your 
contributions electronically? FPC offers both online 
giving and a monthly withdrawal from your bank ac-
count. You can find the link to Online Giving on our 
website where you can give with either your credit card 
(collect the miles!), debit card, or bank account. Set it 
up as a one-time payment or a recurring payment, 
monthly or weekly. You can also stop by the Welcome 
Desk Info Kiosk for an ACH authorization form to 
have your monthly contribution amount deducted from 
your bank account. 

Pillows: As we have done in past summers, we are ea-
ger to shower the YWCA shelter with new pillows that 
each person staying at the shelter gets to keep when 
they leave. May these women and children always have 
a safe and soft place to lay their heads at night. Bring 
your pillows to the West Coat Room. 

Remembering Our Soldiers In Prayer: Angelica 
Martin, KY; Daniel Martin, KS; George Ebert, Middle 
East; Will Van Osdel, CA; Tom Drayton, LA; Stacey 
Lockwood, Middle East; Bryan Spear, in the states. If 
you have a loved one in the military, please let Jane 
Holtzclaw know and we’ll include his/her name in the 
bulletin. 

Summer Giving Slump: With so many congregants 
“at the lake” this summer, we historically see donations 
decrease during the summer months. Help us avoid a 
shortfall in offerings this summer! Here are a couple of 
options: Give online through our website—you can 
make either a one-time payment or set up a recurring 
donation (use your credit card and accumulate points!).  
Or, consider automatic monthly withdrawals from your 
checking account. Contact Jan Lundgren in the church 
office if you have any questions.  

Sing With the Summer Choir: On Sunday, August 
18, any interested singers from middle school up to 
adults are encouraged to come to the Choir Room at 
9:30 am. We will rehearse a user-friendly anthem, 
which will be sung in worship, directed by our choir 
director, Dr. Erynn Millard. Singers can sit with their 
families and come forward during the Passing of the 
Peace. We will not wear choir robes. 

50th Anniversary Tour: The New York Kammermus-
iker Ensemble, professional musicians from around the 
world playing double reed instruments, will give a free 
concert in our sanctuary tomorrow, August 12 at 7:00 
pm. This 50th anniversary tour program will include 
Norwegian and other Scandinavian music, as well as 
music by Bach, Handel, Haydn, Mozart and others.  

Heart & Soul Community Café: Guest Chefs, Sherri 
and John Stern, “need all the help they can get” for the 
next Community Café, Wednesday, August 14, from 
5:00-6:30pm! Cooks, servers, dishwashers and greet-
ers are needed. Use Sign up Genius bit.ly/HNS-Aug or 
the sign-up sheet on the Volunteer Board. Invite your 
friends and acquaintances to share a meal with those in 
the community who may not be able to enjoy a meal in 
a restaurant. Pay what you can, with a suggested dona-
tion of $7.00 per meal. Pay it forward for a new friend 
you may meet at the dinner, or volunteer your time for 
the next event. 

Emergency Food Pantry: Our week to volunteer at 
the EFP is August 26-30. We are looking for 25-30 
individuals (adults and children welcome) to fill morn-
ing and/or afternoon shifts. If you can serve in this im-
portant and rewarding mission, please contact Jan Har-
rison at jharr25@aol.com or 701-293-6130. There is a 
sign-up sheet on the volunteer bulletin board. 

Chogoria Partnership Trip: Come to an information-
al meeting at the church on Tuesday, August 20 at 
7:00 pm. We will talk about the itinerary for our trip 
(January 28-February 12, 2020) and the anticipated fel-
lowship with our Kenyan partners. If you are interest-
ed, and cannot be at the meeting, please call Sharon 
Secor, trip leader, at 701-388-4699. 

Rally Day Tshirts are Here! The cost is $10 and sizes 
range from youth small to adult 4XL. This year’s 
theme is Kindness Grows. The tree on the shirt is in 
memory of Lemont Richardson and you can find his 
initials hiding in the roots. You can order and pay for 
your Tshirt online at http://firstpresfargo.org/
tshirtorderform or pick up an order form from the Wel-
come Desk Info Kiosk. The deadline to order a t-
shirt is August 20. Help us celebrate our new year to-
gether!  



 

Church Information 
Summer Office Hours: 

M-TH, 9:00 am-3:00 pm 
Phone: 701-293-6311 

www.firstpresfargo.org 
Find us on Facebook! 

For Your Information 
August 4 Worship Attendance: 111 

Contributions Received: $3,555.06 

Hearing devices and large print copies of today’s 
hymns are available, please ask an usher for assistance. 

Nursery: Staff will be present beginning at 10:15 for 
infants-3 years, in the nursery complex on the 1st floor. 

Activity Bags for Children: Fun-filled tote bags are 
located at both doors. 

Restrooms: Restrooms are located in the Gathering 
Space and on the lower level. 

Prayer Request Cards: Cards are in pew racks for 
your use. Prayers will be committed to God along with 
the other offerings and also lifted up in prayer by the 
staff. 

Peace Candles: The candle burning on the chancel 
symbolizes peace. We ask guests to take a candle back 
to your church as a gift from us. Peace candles can be 
found at the Welcome Center, near the west doors. 

Wi-Fi: Wi-Fi is available throughout the church. 
(password: community650) 

Church Staff 
Rev. Dr. Paul H. Lang-Pastor, Head of Staff 

Rev. Mary Jo E. Holtey-(on sabbatical) 
Rev. Dr. Jane Holtzclaw-Pastoral Care Associate 

Sally Harmon-Music Coordinator & Organist 
Dr. Erynn Millard-Adult Choir Director 

Jan Lundgren-Business Manager 
Monica Gelinske-Administrative Assistant 

Penny Andrist-Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
Kayla Bones-Youth & Young Adult Ministry Coordinator 

Rick Fiebiger-Facilities Manager 
 

All staff emails are:  
(first initial and last name of person)@firstpresfargo.org 

 
Mindy Argall, Alexa Lajimodiere, Kristina Stenseth-

Nursery Attendants 

FPC Officers 

Session: Kim Carter, Tom Clusiau, Lisa Edison-Smith, 
Bruce Furness, Dick Henderson, Ryan Johnston,    
Roberta Mohagen, Joni Nudell (clerk), Elaine Rudd, 
Troy Schmidt, Mary Staahl, Scott Swanholm, Paula 
Thomas, and Kevin Tobosa. 

Deacons: Kelly Brickman, Ed Deckard Rick Herberg, 
Beatrice Janaka, Robin Kee, Sarah Lang, Bob Morton, 
Brian Peterson, Jean Pladson, Karen Rivers, Andrea 
Smith, Craig Tait, Josh Trumbo (moderator), and Jane 
Wolff. 

Treasurer: Sherri Stern 

Sunday, August 11 

6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 

Monday, August 12 

12:00 Ministry Catalog Articles Due 

5:30 EduCon Cmt. 

7:00 Kammermusiker Concert —Free 

Tuesday, August 13 

9:00 Bulletin Articles Due 

6:00 Compass Group #5 

7:00 Board of Deacons 

Wednesday, August 14 

1:00 Library Cmt. 

5:00 Heart & Soul Community Café 

Thursday, August 15 

6:30 Compass Group #3 

Friday, August 16 

 No events 

Saturday, August 17 

 No events 

Sunday, August 18 

9:30 Summer Choir Warm-up/Rehearsal 

10:30 Summer Worship Service 

6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 


	Bulletin in Publisher 081119-WIN10-FRONTDESK.pdf
	Bulletin Insert 081119

