
The Session and members of First Presbyterian 
Church, Fargo extend a sincere welcome to you. We 
are grateful for your presence today! We welcome all 
persons regardless of race, nationality, disability, 
gender, or sexual orientation. This includes an open 
invitation to membership, the sacraments of baptism 
and the Lord's Supper, marriage, funerals, memorial 
services, and to serve as an officer of the church. 

We recycle! If you are not taking your bulletin, please 
drop it in the blue bin at the door as you leave. 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 

We Gather in Christ 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Loving Trinity, your justice is the working out of your mercy and peace on earth. Nourish us with 
the power of the Son and let us grow into his image and likeness. Humble us in our self-conceits 
so that we act not arrogantly but with humility, patience, forbearance, and love. Equip us for 
ministry on behalf of all who cry out to you. Help us to live lives worthy of the calling to which 
you call us in Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

PRELUDE Here in This Place 
Sally Harmon, organist 

arr. Honoré 

WELCOME & CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
We do not live by bread alone, 
but by the Word who became flesh and dwells among us. 
Christ is the true bread of heaven, the manna of freedom. 
Come, let us worship and give thanks. 
Let us worship God! 

*HYMN 81: Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken 
Glorious things of thee are spoken, 
Zion, city of our God. 
God, whose word cannot be broken, 
formed thee for a blest abode. 
On the rock of ages founded, 
what can shake thy sure repose? 
With salvation's walls surrounded, 
thou may'st smile at all thy foes. 

Round each habitation hovering, 
see the cloud and fire appear 
for a glory and a covering, 
showing that the Lord in near. 
Thus deriving from their banner 
light by night and shade by day, 
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safe they feed upon the manna 
which God gives them when they pray. 

See, the streams of living waters, 
springing from eternal love, 
well supply thy sons and daughters 
and all fear of want remove. 
Who can faint while such a river 
ever flows, their thirst to assuage? 
Grace, so like the Lord the giver, 
never fails from age to age. 

*CALL TO CONFESSION 
God has given us a sign 
showing that love is stronger than death. 
The sign of the cross points to our exodus from bondage to sin. 
Let us repent, 
seek God’s forgiveness, 
and enter into new life in Christ. 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Holy One, whose love and justice condemn us, whose mercy and kindness feed us, we confess 
our sins and pray for your forgiveness. What terrible suffering we have unleashed. We have 
used other persons without regard for their dignity; we have abused the earth without care 
for its beauty or concern for future life; we have sought to bargain with you to smooth our 
way to heaven. God, change us. Put the Spirit of Christ within us and cause us to grow into 
mature, faithful disciples of the one who came from you to save us from our sin. Free us 
from captivity to our selfishness, bind us to the whole body of Christ, and let us bear witness 
to the truth that your love holds everything together in perfect unity. We pray in the name 
of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
The bread of life God sends 
is the offering of the only begotten Son. 
Whoever comes in Jesus Christ shall never be hungry; 
whoever believes in him shall never thirst. 
Believe the gospel; in Jesus Christ our sins are forgiven. Amen. 
*RESPONSE: Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

GIFT OF MUSIC Misty Morning 
Sally Harmon, Erynn Millard, Jill Post; trio; 

Sally Harmon, piano 

Nygaard 

 



The Word 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION: reader, Claudia Hansen 
Creator of unity, 
Body of peace, 
Spirit of community, 
bind us together around your Word 
and send us out to do your justice, 
show your mercy, 
and embody your redeeming love, 
glorifying you, Holy Trinity. Amen. 

FIRST READING: Psalm 51:1-12 
Have mercy on me, O God, 
   according to your steadfast love; 
according to your abundant mercy 
   blot out my transgressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 
   and cleanse me from my sin. 
For I know my transgressions, 
   and my sin is ever before me. 
Against you, you alone, have I sinned, 
   and done what is evil in your sight, 
so that you are justified in your sentence 
   and blameless when you pass judgement. 
Indeed, I was born guilty, 
   a sinner when my mother conceived me. 

You desire truth in the inward being; 
   therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. 
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
   wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
Let me hear joy and gladness; 
   let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. 
Hide your face from my sins, 
   and blot out all my iniquities. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
   and put a new and right spirit within me. 
Do not cast me away from your presence, 
   and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
   and sustain in me a willing spirit. 

 May God bless the reading and hearing of this portion of the holy Word. 

SECOND READING: John 6:24-35 
So, when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they themselves got into 
the boats and went to Capernaum looking for Jesus. 

When they found him on the other side of the lake, they said to him, ‘Rabbi, when did you come 
here?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw 



signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. Do not work for the food that perishes, but for 
the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that 
God the Father has set his seal.’ Then they said to him, ‘What must we do to perform the works 
of God?’ Jesus answered them, ‘This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has 
sent.’ So they said to him, ‘What sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and 
believe you? What work are you performing? Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as 
it is written, “He gave them bread from heaven to eat.”’ Then Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I 
tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives 
you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and 
gives life to the world.’ They said to him, ‘Sir, give us this bread always.’ 

Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and 
whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 

 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

SERMON: The Rev. Mary Jo E. Holtey 

*HYMN 401: Here in This Place 
Here in this place the new light is streaming; 
now is the darkness vanished away; 
see in this space our fears and our dreamings 
brought here to you in the light of this day. 
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken; 
gather us in, the blind and the lame; 
call to us now, and we shall awaken; 
we shall arise at the sound of our name. 

We are the young; our lives are a mystery. 
We are the old who yearn for your face. 
We have been sung throughout all of history, 
called to be light to the whole human race. 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty; 
gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly; 
give us the courage to enter the song. 

Here we will take the wine and the water; 
here we will take the bread of new birth. 
Here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
call us anew to be salt for the earth. 
Give us to drink the wine of compassion; 
give us to eat the bread that is you; 
nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

Not in the dark of buildings confining, 
not in some heaven, light years away: 
here in this place the new light is shining; 
now is the kingdom, and now is the day. 
Gather us in and hold us forever; 
gather us in and make us your own; 



gather us in, all peoples together, 
fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, 
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   

Responding to the Word 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY Be Thou My Vision 
Brynn Johnson, oboe; Krista Clusiau, piano 

arr. Portman 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Bearing the Word into the World 

*HYMN 65: Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 
Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, 
pilgrim through this barren land. 
I am weak, but thou art mighty. 
Hold me with thy powerful hand. 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 
feed me till I want no more; 
feed me till I want no more. 

Open now the crystal fountain, 
whence the healing stream doth flow. 
Let the fire and cloudy pillar 
lead me all my journey through. 
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, 
be thou still my strength and shield; 
be thou still my strength and shield. 

When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
bid my anxious fears subside. 
Death of death, and hell's destruction, 
land me safe on Canaan's side. 
Songs of praises, songs of praises 



I will ever give to thee; 
I will ever give to thee. 

*BENEDICTION 

 

POSTLUDE Scherzo on “Here in This Place” 
Sally Harmon, organist 

arr. Lenz 


