
*Call to Worship 

Prayer of the Day 

We Gather in Christ 
Prelude All Who Love and Serve Your City arrs. Hustad/Martin 

We are grateful for your presence with us today! 
Everyone is invited for coffee and fellowship in the Gathering Space after worship. 

We recycle! If you are not taking your bulletin, please drop it in the blue bin at the door as you leave. 
*Please rise in body or spirit. 

Jane Holtzclaw Welcome and Concerns of the Church 

*Hymn 331 God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand 

*Call to Confession 

God is good and loving to the faithful. 
Give thanks and praise for all that God has done for us. 
God is good! Praise the Lord! 

We live with this reality: 
God never forgets what we have done but, 
in mercy, forgives those whose hearts are full of repentance. 
Let us confess those things that break our relationship with God, 
assured that God will never break relationship with us. 

Grant us this day, O God, not to be overtaken by anxious thoughts that can make us feel that you 
are not near. Give us the chance, to sit at your feet, to enjoy every word and every musical note. 
May we feel your real presence and in turn live out that presence within our families, our com-
munities, our jobs, and our schools. Prepare us as we journey as your people, to worship and to 
obey. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, the image of the invisible God, and the firstborn over all 
creation. Amen. 



*Prayer of Confession 

Sometimes, O God, we get distracted in our routines, so busy with our daily chores that we 
forget to take the time to stop and breathe, to look up and to notice the creation you have 
given and the way it speaks about your love and passion for your  people. We do not take 
time to listen for your words, while reading the Bible, while listening to music, while talking 
to friends, and we become worried and upset about many things. We devote our time to 
looking up, thinking that everything we are commanded to do is to love God, and we forget 
to serve our neighbor, and to commit our time to the concrete work of the church, forgetting 
to get our hands dirty. God of balance, help us: forgive us when we do not know when to be 
workers and when to be hearers. In your mercy, heal our worries and our judgments, so 
that we can, indeed, keep the best part. As we come before you to silently confess our sins 
we ask for your forgiveness and your guidance, as we strive to do your will.  

*Assurance of God’s Forgiveness 

Gloria Patri *Response  

Gift of Music Just a Closer Walk with Thee/Take My Hand Lord Jesus 
Robin Kee, soloist; Sally Harmon, piano 

arr. Murray/
West 

*Passing of the Peace 

First Lesson Luke 10:38-42 

The Word 
Prayer for Illumination Becky Koch 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 

May God bless the reading and hearing of this portion of the holy Word. 

Second Lesson Amos 8:1-12 

Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain village, where a woman named Martha wel-
comed him into her home. She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to 
what he was saying. But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so, she came to him and 
asked, ‘Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her 
then to help me.’ But the Lord answered her, ‘Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by 
many things; there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be 
taken away from her.’ 

This is what the Lord God showed me—a basket of summer fruit. He said, ‘Amos, what do you 
see?’ And I said, ‘A basket of summer fruit.’ Then the Lord said to me, 
‘The end has come upon my people Israel; 
   I will never again pass them by.  
The songs of the temple shall become wailings on that day,’ 
says the Lord God; 
‘the dead bodies shall be many, 
   cast out in every place. Be silent!’  
Hear this, you that trample on the needy, 
   and bring to ruin the poor of the land,  
saying, ‘When will the new moon be over 
   so that we may sell grain; 
and the sabbath, so that we may offer wheat for sale? 
 

*Moment of Silent Confession 



We will make the ephah small and the shekel great, 
   and practice deceit with false balances,  
buying the poor for silver 
   and the needy for a pair of sandals, 
   and selling the sweepings of the wheat.’  
The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob: 
Surely, I will never forget any of their deeds.  
Shall not the land tremble on this account, 
   and everyone mourn who lives in it, 
and all of it rise like the Nile, 
   and be tossed about and sink again, like the Nile of Egypt?  
On that day, says the Lord God, 
   I will make the sun go down at noon, 
   and darken the earth in broad daylight.  
I will turn your feasts into mourning, 
   and all your songs into lamentation; 
I will bring sackcloth on all loins, 
   and baldness on every head; 
I will make it like the mourning for an only son, 
   and the end of it like a bitter day.  
The time is surely coming, says the Lord God, 
   when I will send a famine on the land; 
not a famine of bread, or a thirst for water, 
   but of hearing the words of the Lord.  
They shall wander from sea to sea, 
   and from north to east; 
they shall run to and fro, seeking the word of the Lord, 
   but they shall not find it.  

*Hymn 351 All Who Love and Serve Your City 

*Affirmation of Faith Taken from A Brief Statement of Faith 

Sermon “This is What the LORD God Showed Me” The Rev. Dr. Paul H. Lang 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love 
of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One 
of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully 
God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: Preaching good news to the poor and release to the 
captives, teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, healing the sick and binding 
up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and 
believe the gospel. Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, 
suffering the depths of human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised 
this Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil,    
delivering us from death to life eternal. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we 
strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch 
for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” With believers in every 
time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy   
Spirit. Amen. 



*Hymn 354 Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory 

Bearing the Word into the World 

*Charge & Benediction 

Postlude Fanfare on “God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand” arr. Schack 

Responding to the Word 

Offertory Blessings 
Robin Kee, soloist; Sally Harmon, piano 

Story 

Offering 

*Response  Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise Christ, all people here below; 
praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

*Prayer of Dedication   



Covenant Of Prayer: Greg Potter; Bob Hamblet; Sa-
rah; those who are homeless in our community; and our 
sister congregation, Chogoria. 

July 21, 2019 

Which Envelope Do I Use? There are three different 
envelopes in the pew racks and/or the friendship pads 
located at every pew. 

The first is a “Welcome” offering envelope. These en-
velopes are used mainly by visitors. If you would like a 
personalized book of offering envelopes for your fami-
ly, contact Monica in the office. 

The second is a Special Offering envelope. These are 
seasonal and will rotate throughout the year. 

The third is a blue Per Capita envelope. This offering 
is how Presbyterians mutually share the costs of com-
ing together to discern the Spirit’s leading for the fu-
ture. It is how Presbyterians participate in the life of the 
Church universal as we commit ourselves to work and 
live in fellowship with “all persons in every na-
tion” (Book of Order, G-4.0101). 

Please be sure to grab the appropriate envelope for 
your various offerings and to write separate checks 
when making more than one donation. These envelopes 
can also be found in the Narthex and at the Welcome 
Desk Info Kiosk. 

Local Mission Opportunities: There are many ways 
that First Presbyterian has been called to carry out 
Christ’s mission in our world. Mission opportunities 
abound for you locally, regionally, nationally and inter-
nationally. To assist locally, we have collection bins in 
the west foyer closet where you can contribute to the 
needs of non-profits at your convenience. We have 
plastic bins for HERO Project, Churches United, New 
Life Center, YWCA, and the Emergency Food Pantry.  

Holy Buckets: It has become our recent custom to col-
lect new and gently used winter coats and other gear 
for the children and youth of Bdecan Pres. on the Spirit 
Lake Reservation. We will collect new school back-
packs as well! Come October, children need to have all 
their winter wear in order to board the school bus. So, 
for the duration of the summer we will be collecting 
these items (backpacks, coats, snow pants, boots, hats, 
mittens, scarves); they will be brought and distributed 
to the children in September. You may place your do-
nations in the green buckets in the foyer! 

Office Notes: Did you know that you can make your 
contributions electronically? FPC offers both online 
giving and a monthly withdrawal from your bank ac-
count. You can find the link to Online Giving on our 
website where you can give with either your credit card 
(collect the miles!), debit card, or bank account. Set it 
up as a one-time payment or a recurring payment, 
monthly or weekly. You can also stop by the Welcome 
Desk Info Kiosk for an ACH authorization form to 
have your monthly contribution amount deducted from 
your bank account. 

Remembering Our Soldiers In Prayer: Angelica 
Martin, KY; Daniel Martin, KS; George Ebert, Middle 
East; Will Van Osdel, CA; Tom Drayton, LA; Stacey 
Lockwood, Middle East; Bryan Spear, in the states. If 
you have a loved one in the military, please let Jane 
Holtzclaw know and we’ll include his/her name in the 
bulletin. 

Summer Giving Slump: With so many congregants 
“at the lake” this summer, we historically see donations 
decrease during the summer months. Help us avoid a 
shortfall in offerings this summer! Here are a couple of 
options: Give online through our website - you can 
make either a one-time payment or set up a recurring 
donation (use your credit card and accumulate points!).  
Or, consider automatic monthly withdrawals from your 
checking account. Contact Jan Lundgren in the church 
office if you have any questions.  

Women’s Retreat: Save the dates of September 20 & 
21 for our first Women’s Retreat at Fair Hills Resort 
near Detroit Lakes, MN. Mary Jo Lewis will be pre-
senting the topic Enneagrams, and the cost will be ap-
proximate $150. One night’s lodging, 2 meals on Sat-
urday, programming, and a book about Enneagrams is 
included in the registration fee. Attendees may enjoy 
the resort Friday afternoon if they wish, with program-
ming beginning Friday evening through late afternoon 
Saturday. Further details and registration information 
will be available the first week of August. 

Financial Statements: Financials through June 30 
have been emailed out. If you can’t find it, remember 
to search your spam box. Please look them over care-
fully. It is much easier (and less stressful) to make any 
corrections to your offerings now rather than at year 
end. If you need a hard copy sent to you, or if you just 
need to know your balance, contact Jan Lundgren or 
Monica Gelinske in the office.  

Discovery Class: A Discovery Class has been sched-
uled for Sunday, July 28, from 9:15-10:00 am. This 
class is aimed at explaining what it means to be Presby-
terian as well as giving you an opportunity to ask Pas-
tor Paul any questions that you might have about this 
church.  

New members will be received in August. If you would 
like to become a member, please contact Pastor Paul, 
Jane Holtzclaw, or Monica in the office.  

Annual Church Picnic: The annual church picnic will 
be held Wednesday, August 7 at the Rotary Shelter in 
Lindenwood Park. We’ll start gathering around 5:00 
pm; dinner will begin closer to 6:00. The Board of 
Deacons will provide the fried chicken, beverage 
(lemonade/water), and place settings. Please bring a 
dish to pass (along with a serving utensil). Join us for 
this fun event! 



 

Church Information 
Summer Office Hours: 

M-TH, 9:00 am-3:00 pm 
Phone: 701-293-6311 

www.firstpresfargo.org 
Find us on Facebook! 

For Your Information 
July 14 Worship Attendance: 135 

Contributions Received: $4,118.00 

Hearing devices and large print copies of today’s 
hymns are available, please ask an usher for assistance. 

Nursery: Staff will be present beginning at 10:15 for 
infants-3 years, in the nursery complex on the 1st floor. 

Activity Bags for Children: Fun-filled tote bags are 
located at both doors. 

Restrooms: Restrooms are located in the Gathering 
Space and on the lower level. 

Prayer Request Cards: Cards are in pew racks for 
your use. Prayers will be committed to God along with 
the other offerings and also lifted up in prayer by the 
staff. 

Peace Candles: The candle burning on the chancel 
symbolizes peace. We ask guests to take a candle back 
to your church as a gift from us. Peace candles can be 
found at the Welcome Center, near the west doors. 

Wi-Fi: Wi-Fi is available throughout the church. 
(password: community650) 

Church Staff 
Rev. Dr. Paul H. Lang-Pastor, Head of Staff 

Rev. Mary Jo E. Holtey-(on sabbatical) 
Jane Holtzclaw-Pastoral Care Associate 

Sally Harmon-Music Coordinator & Organist 
Dr. Erynn Millard-Adult Choir Director 

Jan Lundgren-Business Manager 
Monica Gelinske-Administrative Assistant 

Penny Andrist-Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
Kayla Bones-Youth & Young Adult Ministry Coordinator 

Rick Fiebiger-Facilities Manager 
 

All staff emails are:  
(first initial and last name of person)@firstpresfargo.org 

 
Mindy Argall, Alexa Lajimodiere, Kristina Stenseth-

Nursery Attendants 

FPC Officers 

Session: Kim Carter, Tom Clusiau, Lisa Edison-Smith, 
Bruce Furness, Dick Henderson, Ryan Johnston,    
Roberta Mohagen, Joni Nudell (clerk), Elaine Rudd, 
Troy Schmidt, Mary Staahl, Scott Swanholm, Paula 
Thomas, and Kevin Tobosa. 

Deacons: Kelly Brickman, Ed Deckard Rick Herberg, 
Beatrice Janaka, Robin Kee, Sarah Lang, Bob Morton, 
Brian Peterson, Jean Pladson, Karen Rivers, Andrea 
Smith, Craig Tait, Josh Trumbo (moderator), and Jane 
Wolff. 

Treasurer: Sherri Stern 

Sunday, July 21 

6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 

Monday, July 22 

1:00 Jerry Pladson Visitation 

2:00 Jerry Pladson Funeral Service 

3:00 Jerry Pladson Reception 

5:00 Stewardship Cmt. 

Tuesday, July 23 

9:00 Bulletin Articles Due 

1:00 Staff Mtg. 

6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 

Wednesday, July 24 

1:00 Library Cmt. 

Thursday, July 25 

 No events 

Friday, July 26 

 No events 

Saturday, July 27 

 No events 

Sunday, June 28 

9:15 Discovery Class 

10:30 Summer Worship Service 

6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
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