
*Call to Worship 

Prayer of the Day 

We Gather in Christ 

Rev. Mary Jo E. Holtey Welcome and Concerns of the Church  

The Session and members of First Presbyterian Church, Fargo extend a sincere welcome to you. 
We are grateful for your presence today! We welcome all persons regardless of race, nationality, disability, 

gender, or sexual orientation. This includes an open invitation to membership, the sacraments of baptism 
and the Lord's Supper, marriage, funerals, memorial services, and to serve as an officer of the church.  

Everyone is invited for coffee and fellowship in the Gathering Space after worship. 

We recycle! If you are not taking your bulletin, please drop it in the blue bin at the door as you leave. 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 

*Prayer of Confession 

*Hymn 107 Awake, Awake, and Greet the New Morn 

*Call to Confession 

Beloved of God, 
the winter is past, 
the flowers appear on the earth, 
the time of singing has come. 
Let us lift our voices in praise to our Creator. 
Let us worship God! 

Author of life, you cast your glory all around us; you invade our sleep; you reveal yourself in an-
cient stories and the give-and-take of common life. By the power of your Spirit, come to us now, 
for you have called us to this place. We pray in the name of Jesus—our hope, our confidence— 
and your beloved Son. Amen.  

Jesus said: 
Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me; 
for I am gentle and humble in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls. 
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.  

Lord, we marvel at the thought of a well-fitted yoke, a burden scaled to match our frames; 
we do not know how to rest in the promise of such labor. Some of us are weary from unceas-
ing responsibility; others find no welcome in the marketplace. We confound your vision for 
our common life. Forgive our blind striving, our stifled concern, the judgments we cast on 
others. Make yourself known to us in the silence. Shape your children for the common-
wealth of your love. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  



*Assurance of God’s Forgiveness 

Gloria Patri *Response  

*Passing of the Peace 

First Lesson Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 

The Word 
Prayer for Illumination  

Penny Andrist Children’s Message 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 

May God bless the reading and hearing of this portion of the holy Word. 

Second Lesson Romans 7:15-25a 

‘But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and 
calling to one another, 
“We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
   we wailed, and you did not mourn.” 
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, “He has a demon”; the Son of Man came 
eating and drinking, and they say, “Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax-collectors and 
sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.’ 

At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden 
these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for 
such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one 
knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to 
whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 

‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’ 

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 
Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. But in fact, it is no longer I that do it, 
but sin that dwells within me. For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. 
I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not 
want is what I do. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells 
within me. 
So, I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. For I delight 
in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my members another law at war with the law of 
my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. Wretched man that I 
am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord! 
So then, with my mind I am a slave to the law of God, but with my flesh I am a slave to the law 
of sin. 

Sermon The Problem of Sin Rev. Dr. Paul H. Lang 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



Responding to the Word 
*Hymn 475 Come, Thou Fount of Ev’ry Blessing 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

Offering 

*Response  Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise Christ, all people here below; 
praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen 

*Affirmation of Faith Apostles’ Creed 

*Hymn 463 How Firm a Foundation 

Bearing the Word into the World 

*Charge & Benediction 

*Prayer of Dedication   

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, 
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resur-
rection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.   




