
*Call to Worship 

Prayer of the Day 

We Gather in Christ 

Rev. Mary Jo E. Holtey Welcome and Concerns of the Church  

The Session and members of First Presbyterian Church, Fargo extend a sincere welcome to you. 
We are grateful for your presence today! We welcome all persons regardless of race, nationality, disability, 

gender, or sexual orientation. This includes an open invitation to membership, the sacraments of baptism 
and the Lord's Supper, marriage, funerals, memorial services, and to serve as an officer of the church.  

Everyone is invited for coffee and fellowship in the Gathering Space after worship. 

We recycle! If you are not taking your bulletin, please drop it in the blue bin at the door as you leave. 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 

*Prayer of Confession 

*Hymn 39 Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

*Call to Confession 

God cares for us completely 
and calls for our total commitment. 
Christ gave his life that we might live 
and calls us to give our lives to him. 
Through Christ we have died to sin; 
in Christ we are fully alive to God. 
Come, let us worship God! 

Sin destroys our lives. 
Sin destroys our relationships. 
Sin destroys our hope. 
But through faith in the saving death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
our lives, our relationships, and our future 
are no longer enslaved to sin. 
Let us trust the love of God and confess our sin, 
that we might receive grace and find true freedom. 

God of Abraham, Sarah, and Isaac, God of Hagar and Ishmael, who gave us your Son, Je-
sus Christ the crucified, send your Holy Spirit to help us confess and truly repent of our 
sins. We turn against one another; we fail to care for the weak and poor among us. We pay 
no heed to the cries of the powerless; we seek our own advantage. Your Son emptied himself 
upon a Roman cross and revealed your eternal, self-giving love. Forgive us, merciful God. 
Wipe sin from our lives and let us find ourselves wholly in Jesus Christ, our Savior. It is in 
his name that we pray. Amen. 

God of the covenant, your compassion reaches beyond the mere making and keeping of promises. 
Teach us to listen to one another with your heart, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



*Assurance of God’s Forgiveness 

Gloria Patri *Response  

*Passing of the Peace 

First Lesson Romans 6:1b-11 

The Word 
Prayer for Illumination  

May God bless the reading and hearing of this portion of the holy Word. 

Second Lesson Genesis 21:8-21 

Penny Andrist Children’s Message 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. 

World without end. Amen, Amen. 

What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? By no 
means! How can we who died to sin go on living in it? Do you not know that all of us who have 
been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore, we have been buried 
with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of 
the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin 
might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed 
from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know 
that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over 
him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So, you 
also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

The child grew and was weaned; and Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac was 
weaned. But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, playing 
with her son Isaac. So, she said to Abraham, ‘Cast out this slave woman with her son; for the son 
of this slave woman shall not inherit along with my son Isaac.’ The matter was very distressing to 
Abraham on account of his son. But God said to Abraham, ‘Do not be distressed because of the 
boy and because of your slave woman; whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for it is 
through Isaac that offspring shall be named after you. As for the son of the slave woman, I will 
make a nation of him also, because he is your offspring.’ So, Abraham rose early in the morning, 
and took bread and a skin of water, and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the 
child, and sent her away. And she departed and wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba. 
When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of the bushes. Then she went 
and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a bowshot; for she said, ‘Do not 
let me look on the death of the child.’ And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and 
wept. And God heard the voice of the boy; and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven, 
and said to her, ‘What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God has heard the voice of the 
boy where he is. Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with your hand, for I will make a great 
nation of him.’ Then God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water. She went, and filled the 
skin with water, and gave the boy a drink. 
God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness and became an expert with the 
bow. He lived in the wilderness of Paran; and his mother got a wife for him from the land of Egypt. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



Responding to the Word 
*Hymn 815 Give to the Winds Thy Fears 

*Affirmation of Faith Apostles’ Creed 

Sermon The son of The Slave Woman Rev. Dr. Paul H. Lang 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

Offering 

*Response  Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise Christ, all people here below; 
praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, 
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resur-
rection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

*Hymn 450 Be Thou My Vision 

Bearing the Word into the World 

*Charge & Benediction 

*Prayer of Dedication   




