
2nd Sunday of Easter: April 11, 2021 
The Session and members of First Presbyterian Church, Fargo extend a sincere welcome to you. 
We are grateful for your presence today! We welcome all persons regardless of race, nationality, 
disability, gender, or sexual orientation. This includes an open invitation to membership, the 
sacraments of baptism and the Lord's Supper, marriage, funerals, memorial services, and to serve 
as an officer of the church. 

 
We Gather in Christ 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Breathe in this place, O Lord, by the power of your Holy Spirit, to open our minds, unlock our 
hearts, and enliven our faith so that we may welcome the risen one among us. Amen. 

PRELUDE That Easter Day with Joy was Bright 
Sally Harmon, organist 

arr. Sedio      

WELCOME & CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Peace be with you. 
How good and pleasant it is when we live together in unity. 
Receive the Holy Spirit. 
It is like precious oil on the head, the blessing of the Lord. 
Let us worship God! 

HYMN 254: That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright  
That Easter day with joy was bright; 
the sun shone out with fairer light 
when, to their longing eyes restored, 
the apostles saw their risen Lord. 

He bade them see his hands, his side, 
where yet the glorious wounds abide, 
the tokens true which made it plain 
their Lord indeed was risen again. 

From every weapon death can wield, 
your own redeemed forever shield; 
O Lord of all, with us abide 
in this our joyful Eastertide. 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just 
will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
Trusting in God’s mercy, 
let us confess our sin. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 



You have shown yourself to us, O God, by Word and Spirit, with signs and wonders, in flesh 
and blood, yet we still struggle to live and believe the good news of Jesus Christ. Have mercy 
on us; forgive us. Enter into our lives and cast out our fear so that we may come to trust in 
you and have life in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
We have an advocate with God—  
Jesus Christ, the righteous one— 
who offered his life in love to save the world from sin. 
This is the good news of the gospel: in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God. 

RESPONSE 240: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 

 
 
GIFT OF MUSIC Southern Dreams 

Caleb Gadberry, piano 
Alexander      

The Word 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
God of all who doubt and believe, by the gift of your Spirit 
enable us to hear with our ears, to see with our eyes, 
and to touch with our hands your Word of life—Jesus Christ— 
our Lord and our God. Amen. 

FIRST READING: Acts 4:32-35, Whirl Bible p. 442 
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed 
private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. With 
great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace 
was upon them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or 
houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, 
and it was distributed to each as any had need. 

 May God bless the reading and hearing of this portion of the holy Word. 

SECOND READING   1 John 1:1-2:2 
We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with 
our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— this 
life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was 
with the Father and was revealed to us— we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that 



you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his 
Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him 
there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in 
darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, 
we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If 
we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our 
sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If 
we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does 
sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the atoning sacrifice 
for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 

 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

SERMON: The Rev. Mary Jo E. Holtey 

HYMN 250: In the Bulb There is a Flower 
In the bulb there is a flower; 
in the seed, an apple tree; 
in cocoons, a hidden promise: 
butterflies will soon be free! 
In the cold and snow of winter 
there’s a spring that waits to be, 
unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see. 
 
There’s a song in every silence, 
seeking word and melody; 
there’s a dawn in every darkness, 
bringing hope to you and me. 
From the past will come the future; 
what it holds, a mystery, 
unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see. 
 
In our end is our beginning; 
in our time, infinity; 
in our doubt there is believing; 
in our life, eternity. 
In our death, a resurrection; 
at the last, a victory, 
unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see. 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Taken from A Brief Statement of Faith 
In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love 
of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One 
of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve.   



We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. In sovereign love God created the world 
good and makes everyone equally in God’s image, male and female, of every race and 
people, to live as one community. But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator. 
Ignoring God’s commandments. We violate the image of God in others and ourselves, 
accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, and threaten death to the planet entrusted 
to our care. We deserve God’s condemnation. Yet God acts with justice and mercy to 
redeem creation. In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant 
people to bless all families of the earth. Hearing their cry, God delivered the children of 
Israel from the house of bondage. Loving us still, God makes us heirs with Christ of the 
covenant. Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, like a father who runs to 
welcome the prodigal home, God is faithful still.   

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily 
tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new 
earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that 
nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   

Responding to the Word 

OFFERING 

RESPONSE: Doxology 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.  
 Praise God, all creatures high and low. Alleluia, alleluia!  
 Praise God, in Jesus fully known:  
 Creator, Word, and Spirit one. Alleluia, alleluia!  
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Bearing the Word into the World 

HYMN 547: Go, My Children, with My Blessing  
Go, my children, with my blessing, 
never alone. 
Waking, sleeping, I am with you, 
you are my own. 
In my love’s baptismal river 
I have made you mine forever. 
Go, my children, with my blessing, 
you are my own. 
 
 



Go, my children, sins forgiven, 
at peace and pure. 
Here you learned how much I love you, 
what I can cure. 
Here you heard my dear Son’s story; 
here you touched him, saw his glory. 
Go, my children, sins forgiven, 
at peace and pure. 
 
Go, my children, fed and nourished, 
closer to me. 
Grow in love and love by serving, 
joyful and free. 
Here my Spirit’s power filled you; 
here my tender comfort stilled you. 
Go, my children, fed and nourished, 
joyful and free. 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE  That Easter Day with Joy was Bright arr. Manz 
 


