
THE SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

March 22, 2020 
First Presbyterian Church, Fargo 

Gathering in Christ’s Presence 

Welcome and Concerns of the Church 
Opening Sentences 

 This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, maker of heaven and earth. 
Let us worship God. 

Hymn — Open My Eyes That I May See        
  

Call to Confession 

As children of God’s light, we are called to do what is pleasing to the Lord; 
to participate in what is good and right and true, and expose what is 
unfruitful and evil.  Knowing that we turn from the light, we bring our 
confession to God, so that what is hidden in us becomes visible, and the 
shadows of our hearts may be illumined by grace.     

Prayer of Confession 
Gracious God, we are people who still love darkness rather than light.  
We keep shameful deeds secret, but flaunt our occasional acts of virtue.  
We see ourselves as blameless, but pass judgment on others.  We do not 
stand firmly enough with those who are vulnerable, but step back, 
protecting ourselves.  Forgive us, we pray.  Bring us into your light that 
we may see ourselves rightly.  Bring us into your light that we may know 
ourselves loved.  Bring us into your light that we may live more fruitful 
lives.  Keep praising us, we pray, from the deadness of sin, and shine 
upon us with your grace.  We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, the light 
of the world.  Amen.  

    



Assurance of God’s Forgiveness 

Hearing God’s Word 
Children’s Message 

Prayer for Illumination 

Lesson           John 9:1-41 

As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, 
‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’ Jesus 
answered, ‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that 
God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of him who sent 
me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the 
world, I am the light of the world.’ When he had said this, he spat on the ground 
and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to 
him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which means Sent). Then he went and 
washed and came back able to see. The neighbors and those who had seen him 
before as a beggar began to ask, ‘Is this not the man who used to sit and 
beg?’ Some were saying, ‘It is he.’ Others were saying, ‘No, but it is someone like 
him.’ He kept saying, ‘I am the man.’ But they kept asking him, ‘Then how were 
your eyes opened?’ He answered, ‘The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on 
my eyes, and said to me, “Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and 
received my sight.’ They said to him, ‘Where is he?’ He said, ‘I do not know.’ 
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a 
sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees 
also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, ‘He put mud 
on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.’ Some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man 
is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.’ But others said, ‘How can a 
man who is a sinner perform such signs?’ And they were divided. So they said 
again to the blind man, ‘What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.’ 
He said, ‘He is a prophet.’ 
The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until 
they called the parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, ‘Is 
this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?’ His 
parents answered, ‘We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but we 
do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask 
him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.’ His parents said this because they 
were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who 
confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore 
his parents said, ‘He is of age; ask him.’ 



So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to 
him, ‘Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.’ He answered, ‘I do 
not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now 
I see.’ They said to him, ‘What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?’ He 
answered them, ‘I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you 
want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?’ Then they reviled 
him, saying, ‘You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that 
God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes 
from.’ The man answered, ‘Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where 
he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to 
sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. Never since 
the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born 
blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.’ They answered him, 
‘You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?’ And they drove 
him out. 
Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, ‘Do you 
believe in the Son of Man?’ He answered, ‘And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I 
may believe in him.’ Jesus said to him, ‘You have seen him, and the one speaking 
with you is he.’ He said, ‘Lord, I believe.’ And he worshipped him. Jesus said, ‘I 
came into this world for judgement so that those who do not see may see, and those 
who do see may become blind.’ Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said 
to him, ‘Surely we are not blind, are we?’ Jesus said to them, ‘If you were blind, 
you would not have sin. But now that you say, “We see”, your sin remains. 
Sermon                   Was Blind but Now I See 
Hymn — I Sing The Mighty Power of God 

Responding to God’s Word 
Prayers of the People, ending with the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Call for the Offering, ending with the Prayer of Dedication 
Bearing the Word into the World 

Hymn — All Who Love and Serve Your City 

Charge and Benediction 





March 22 2020 

Covenant Of Prayer: Carolyn; Sarah; those who are 
experiencing homelessness in our community; and our 
sister congregation in Chogoria, Kenya. 

Remembering Our Soldiers In Prayer: Tom Dray-
ton, Poland; Angelica Martin, KY; Daniel Martin, KS; 
Will Van Osdel, CA; Stacey Lockwood, Middle East; 
Bryan Spear, in the states. If you have a loved one in 
the military, please let Pastor Mary know and we’ll in-
clude his/her name. 

Holy Buckets: This month’s mission is Minnesota 
FoodShare. We are collecting nonperishable food items 
for the Emergency Food Pantry. Peanut butter and 
canned meats are especially needed. Items may be 
placed in the bucket (moved to the west entrance). 
You may consider making a financial donation instead. 
Dollars are stretched further when they can buy in 
bulk. Labeled envelopes are available at the table just 
inside the west entrance. Clearly label your check and 
place it in the dropbox outside the office door. A great 
percentage of your donations (pounds of food as well 
as dollars) is matched by the Minnesota FoodShare 
Program. 

OGHS: One Great Hour of Sharing is the single, larg-
est way that Presbyterians come together every year to 
work for a better world. Around the world, millions of 
people lack access to sustainable food sources, clean 
water, sanitation, education, and opportunity. The three 
programs supported by One Great Hour of Sharing – 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian 
Hunger Program, and Self-Development of People – all 
work in different ways to serve individuals and com-
munities in need. From initial disaster response to on-
going community development, their work fits together 
to provide people with safety, sustenance, and hope. 
We will receive your gifts to OGHS throughout the 
season of Lent. Envelopes can be found on the table 
just inside the west entrance or you can make an online 
payment on our website, under Give.  

Town Hall: April Town Hall Lectures are rescheduled 
due to COVID-19. Please note the new dates: June 22, 
Amanda Knox and June 29, Spencer Stone. Purchased 
tickets are non-refundable. Lectures begin at 10:30 am 
at the Holiday Inn, followed by a luncheon for those 
who participate in that. Watch the Town Hall website  
and Facebook for further updates. 

 Church Information 
Office Hours: 

M-TH, 8:30 am-4:00 pm 
Phone: 701-293-6311 

www.firstpresfargo.org 
Find us on Facebook! 

Important COVID-19 Update: The Session of FPC, 
Fargo decided to suspend all public gatherings at 
church, including Sunday services, until after Palm 
Sunday at the earliest. This includes all gatherings at 
the church including committee meetings, worship, and 
other events/groups we typically host. Committee 
Chairs should expect to hear from the staff who support 
the committee about how we plan to provide a video 
conferencing solution (ZOOM) to the need for commit-
tees to meet and do work without gathering in the same 
place. The Session is closely monitoring developments 
as the COVID-19 pandemic evolves and will meet reg-
ularly to revisit our decisions about how we will con-
tinue in ministry in these trying times. 
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