
The Session and members of First Presbyterian Church, Fargo extend a sincere welcome to you. 
We are grateful for your presence today! We welcome all persons regardless of race, nationality, disability, 

gender, or sexual orientation. This includes an open invitation to membership, the sacraments of baptism 
and the Lord's Supper, marriage, funerals, memorial services, and to serve as an officer of the church.  

Everyone is invited for coffee and fellowship in the Gathering Space after worship. 

We recycle! If you are not taking your bulletin, please drop it in the blue bin at the door as you leave. 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 

*Call to Worship 

Prayer of the Day 

We Gather in Christ 
Prelude The God of Abraham Praise 

Sally Harmon, organ 
arrs. Hopson/Manz 

The Rev. Dr. Paul H. Lang Welcome and Concerns of the Church 

From where will our help come?  
Our help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
Who is our keeper? 
The Lord is our keeper, by day and by night. 
How long will God protect us? 
God will keep our going out and our coming in from this time on and forevermore. 
Let us worship God! 

God our helper, our shade, our protector, you are able to give life to the dead, to call into being 
things that do not exist. We trust in your power to make all things new; to keep us in sunlight and 
moonlight, along rocky paths and pathways unknown; until all our going and coming brings us at 
last to your kingdom promised in Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

Introit Peace Like a River 
K-2 Choir; Melina Holtzer-Benitez, director; Sally Harmon, piano 

traditional 



*Assurance of God’s Forgiveness 

*Prayer of Confession 

Gift of 
Music 

Agnus Dei Canon 
(Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. Lamb of God, who 

takes away the sins of the world, grant us peace) 
Winter Choir; Pam Burns, director; Virginia Stern, piano; Sarah Lang, violin 

Moore 

First Lesson  Genesis 12:1-4a 

The Word 
Prayer for Illumination Benji Trumbo 

*Hymn 49 The God of Abraham Praise 

*Call to Confession 

From Ashes to the Living Font *Response 

We cannot earn God’s grace or favor.  
It comes to us, not as something owed, but as a gift freely given. 
Confident in God’s love for us, even when we are ungodly, we confess our sins in faith. 

Gracious God, we come before you in need of forgiveness and grace. You call us to trust in 
you completely, but we do not. We are timid and fearful as we follow your lead. We justify 
our actions and words, though we know they are not what you require. We struggle to     
understand the new life Christ offers, preferring old habits to risky change. Forgive us, we 
pray. Help us to be born again into the life of Christ, trusting that you have included us by 
grace in the family of faith. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 

Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to 
the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make 
your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who 
curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’ 

So, Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years 
old when he departed from Haran. 

Second Lesson Psalm 121 

May God bless the reading and hearing of this portion of the holy Word. 

I lift up my eyes to the hills— 
   from where will my help come? 
My help comes from the Lord, 
   who made heaven and earth. 

*Passing of the Peace (due to colds & flu, greet one another without obligation to shake hands) 



*Affirmation of Faith Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally      
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for 
our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin 
Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he  
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through 
the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. Amen. 

Responding to the Word 
Offering 

Offertory You are the Bread 
Sanctuary Choir; Erynn Millard, director; Krista Clusiau, flute 

Schram 

*Hymn 500 Be Known to Us in Breaking Bread 

Sermon  The Rev. Mary Jo E. Holtey 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

He will not let your foot be moved; 
   he who keeps you will not slumber. 
He who keeps Israel 
   will neither slumber nor sleep. 

The Lord is your keeper; 
   the Lord is your shade at your right hand. 
The sun shall not strike you by day, 
   nor the moon by night. 
The Lord will keep you from all evil; 
   he will keep your life. 
The Lord will keep 
   your going out and your coming in 
   from this time on and for evermore. 

*Prayer of Dedication   

*Response  refrain from Jesu, Jesu 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 



Communion Music Fantasy on Restoration 
(see text at hymn #415) 

Westminster Bells; Jill Post, director 

arr. Childers 

The Communion of the People 

Prayer 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is truly right and our greatest joy......who forever sing to the glory of your name: 

Response 559 Holy, Holy, Holy 

You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord... 
...Great is the Mystery of Faith: 

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gifts of bread and wine... 

Response 560 Christ Has Died; Christ Is Risen 

*Hymn 826 Lift High the Cross 

Bearing the Word into the World 

*Benediction 

Postlude Lift High the Cross arr. Hamlin 

Any children who would like to watch Sally play the postlude are welcome to 
come up by the organ. 



March 8, 2020 

Pillows! Pillows! We continue to shower the YWCA 
shelter with new pillows that each person staying at the 
shelter gets to keep when they leave. May these women 
and children always have a safe and soft place to lay 
their heads at night. You may bring your pillows to the 
West Coat Room.  

Covenant Of Prayer: Carolyn; Sarah; those who are 
experiencing homelessness in our community; and our 
sister congregation in Chogoria, Kenya. 

A Peek @ Next Week: We will be enjoying music by 
the Sanctuary Choir and St. Andrew’s Brass. 

PW News: The PW Board meets Tuesday, March 10, 
at 10:00 am. There is no General Meeting in March. 
PW Bible study leaders meet with Pastor Holtey on 
Wednesday, March 11 at 10:00 am. The focus will be 
Lesson 7 of Carved in Stone.  

Remembering Our Soldiers In Prayer: Angelica 
Martin, KY; Daniel Martin, KS; Will Van Osdel, CA; 
Tom Drayton, LA; Stacey Lockwood, Middle East; 
Bryan Spear, in the states. If you have a loved one in 
the military, please let Pastor Mary know and we’ll in-
clude his/her name. 

ManUP: The ManUP Bible study for men continues 
Tuesday, March 10, from 6:45-7:45 am at the home 
of Bruce Maylath (1549 9th St. S. -58103). A full 
breakfast will be served. Please let him know in ad-
vance that you plan to attend by e-mailing him at 
ring4linguist@yahoo.com so that he can prepare 
enough food! Intended to help men understand what 
the Bible says in relation to what is expected of a 
Christian man, this year’s study examines the apostle 
Peter’s First Letter. A copy of the study guide can be 
obtained at https://www.presbyterianmission.org/wp-
content/uploads/firstpeter.pdf or you can request a copy 
from Bruce at his e-mail address, above. No advance 
preparation is required for each month’s study. New 
participants may join at any time. 

Pi(e) Day Social: Calling all pie bakers! The EduCon 
Pi(e) Day Social is back by popular demand and will be 
held on March 15 after worship. Please sign up on the 
Volunteer Opportunities Board to bring a pie.  

Holy Buckets: This month’s mission is Minnesota 
FoodShare. We are collecting nonperishable food items 
for the Emergency Food Pantry. Peanut butter and 
canned meats are especially needed. Items may be 
placed in the buckets in the Foyer.  

You may consider making a financial donation instead. 
Dollars are stretched further when they can buy in 
bulk. Labeled envelopes are available at the Welcome 
Desk Info Kiosk and Narthex (or place your clearly 
marked check in the offering plate). A great percentage 
of your donations (pounds of food as well as dollars) is 
matched by the Minnesota FoodShare Program. 

My Soul Doth Magnify the Lord- An Organ Recital: 
Sunday, March 15, 4:00 pm. Fargo native and organ-
ist, Benton Schmidt, will present a collection of liturgi-
cal music inspired by the Magnificat, the Virgin 
Mary’s “song of praise” recorded in the Gospel of 
Saint Luke. Many composers have written organ set-
tings of this hymn, and this recital will present those of 
Dietrich Buxtehude and Heinrich Scheidemann, two 
German masters of the Baroque era. The late Italian 
Renaissance will be represented in selections from an 
organ Mass by Girolamo Frescobaldi. Also included 
will be the Ave Maris Stella versets of Marcel Dupré, 
one of the greatest organists of the 20th century. No 
organ recital would be complete without Johann Sebas-
tian Bach, so this concert will begin with the exciting 
Toccata in F, and end with the companion double 
Fugue. This event will showcase our church's 2007 
Schantz organ. It is free and open to the public. 

Heart-n-Soul Community Café: On March 10, from 
5:00-6:30 pm, come share a delicious meal with those 
in the community who may not be able to enjoy a home 
cooked meal. FPC and Heart-n-Soul have collaborated 
to fulfill the mission of building relationships by invit-
ing all people to gather for a nutritious meal. The menu 
for March: garden salad, pork chop in gravy, herb 
roasted potatoes, veggie, and ice cream sandwich for 
dessert! A suggested price of $7, or volunteering to 
serve the next meal, makes it possible to serve anyone 
unable to pay. Volunteers are always appreciated! Sign 
up at the Volunteer Opportunities Board. 

All-Church Orchestra: Calling all strings, brass, 
woodwind and percussionists from grade 7 to age 107! 
This is your opportunity to dust off your musical in-
struments and join the orchestra for a few short re-
hearsals to prepare to help lead worship on Sunday, 
March 29. Rehearsals will be in the choir room on 
Sunday, March 22 following worship, and in the 
Sanctuary on Wednesday, March 25 from 5:30-6:30 
pm. Music will be ready in advance. 

Fiddles, Pipes and Harps! March 16, 7:00 pm. Fid-
dles, Pipes and Harps! will be the theme for a St. Pat-
rick’s Day program presented by the FM Area Music 
Club in the Sanctuary. This is a free program, open to 
anyone who would like to attend. Refreshments will be 
served afterward.  

Sing with the Choir: This is an invitation to sing with 
the choir as we prepare music for the seasons of Lent 
and Easter. Perhaps you’ve thought about singing with 
the choir but haven’t wanted to commit for the full pro-
gram year. Please know that all singers are welcome, 
whether for a short or long period of time. Choir re-
hearsals are held in the choir room on Wednesdays 
at 7:30 pm. Please join us! 

mailto:ring4linguist@yahoo.com
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Hearing devices and large print copies of today’s 
hymns are available, please ask an usher for assistance. 

Nursery: Staff will be present beginning at 9:15 for 
infants-3 years, in the nursery complex on the 1st floor. 

Activity Bags for Children: Fun-filled tote bags are 
located at both doors. 

Restrooms: Restrooms are located in the Gathering 
Space and on the lower level. 

Prayer Request Cards: Cards are in pew racks for 
your use. Prayers will be committed to God along with 
the other offerings and also lifted up in prayer by the 
staff. 

Peace Candles: The candle burning on the chancel 
symbolizes peace. We ask guests to take a candle back 
to your church as a gift from us. Peace candles can be 
found at the Welcome Center, near the west doors. 

Wi-Fi: Wi-Fi is available throughout the church. 
(password: community650) 

Church Staff 
Rev. Dr. Paul H. Lang-Pastor, Head of Staff 

Rev. Mary Jo E. Holtey-Associate Pastor 
Sally Harmon-Music Coordinator & Organist 

Dr. Erynn Millard-Adult Choir Director 
Jan Lundgren-Business Manager 

Monica Gelinske-Administrative Assistant 
Penny Andrist-Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

Kayla Bones-Youth & Young Adult Ministry Coordinator 
Rick Fiebiger-Facilities Manager 

Drew Brovold-Custodian 
 

All staff emails are:  
(first initial and last name of person)@firstpresfargo.org 

 
Mindy Argall, Melissa Gadberry, Alexa Lajimodiere -

Nursery Attendants 

FPC Officers 

Session: Kim Carter, Tom Clusiau, Lisa Edison-Smith, 
Bruce Furness, Dick Henderson, Ryan Johnston,    
Roberta Mohagen, Joni Nudell (clerk), Elaine Rudd, 
Troy Schmidt, Mary Staahl, Scott Swanholm, Paula 
Thomas, and Kevin Tobosa. 

Deacons: Kelly Brickman, Ed Deckard, Rick Herberg, 
Beatrice Janaka, Robin Kee, Sarah Lang, Bob Morton, 
Brian Peterson, Jean Pladson, Karen Rivers, Andrea 
Smith, Craig Tait, Josh Trumbo, and Jane Wolff 
(moderator). 

Treasurer: Sherri Stern 

Sunday, March 8 

12:00 Confirmation 

6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 

Monday, March 9 

9:00 Mon. Morning Men’s Grp. (Fargo Fryn’ Pan) 

5:30 EduCon Cmt. 

Tuesday, March 10 

6:45 ManUP (Maylath Residence) 

8:30 Bulletin Articles Due 

10:00 PW Board 

1:00 Staff Mtg.  

5:00 Heart n Soul Community Café 

5:30 Board of Deacons 

6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 

Wednesday, March 11 

10:00 PW Bible Study Leaders 

1:00 Library Cmt. 

5:30 St. Andrew’s Brass / Genesis Ringers 

6:15 Children & Youth Choirs  

6:30 Compass Group #4 / Westminster Ringers 

7:00 Youth Group  

7:30 Sanctuary Choir 

Thursday, March 12 

3:00 Cook & Serve Meal @ Micah’s Mission (CUH) 

Friday, March 13 

 No Church Events 

Saturday, March 14 

10:00 Leah Circle 

Sunday, March 15  

9:15 Sunday School for All 

10:30 Worship Service 

11:30 Pi(e) Day Social 

12:00 Confirmation 

4:00 My Soul Doth Magnify the Lord:  
Benton Schmidt Organ Recital 

6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 

For Your Information 
March 1 Worship Attendance: 299 

Contributions Received: $7,959.32 

 Church Information 
Office Hours: 

M-TH, 8:30 am-4:00 pm 
Phone: 701-293-6311 

www.firstpresfargo.org 
Find us on Facebook! 
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