
The Session and members of First Presbyterian Church, Fargo extend a sincere welcome to you. 
We are grateful for your presence today! We welcome all persons regardless of race, nationality, disability, 

gender, or sexual orientation. This includes an open invitation to membership, the sacraments of baptism 
and the Lord's Supper, marriage, funerals, memorial services, and to service as an officer of the church.  

Everyone is invited for coffee and fellowship in the Gathering Space after worship. 

We recycle! If you are not taking your bulletin, please drop it in the blue bin at the door as you leave. 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 

*Call to Worship 

*Hymn 165 The Glory of These Forty Days 

Prayer of the Day 

We Gather in Christ 

The Rev. Mary Jo E. Holtey Welcome and Concerns of the Church 

Prelude Selections 
University of Jamestown Choir 

Dr. J. Aaron McDermid, director 

 

People of God, on this wilderness journey, what will you eat? 
The word of the Lord is our daily bread. 
People of God, in this time of temptation, how will you live? 
Our faith is in the faithfulness of God. 
People of God, at this kingdom crossroad, whom will you serve? 
We worship the Lord our God alone. Let us worship God! 

Wild God of wilderness, as we devote these forty days to you, shape us by your Holy Spirit into 
the image of Christ our Lord, so that we may be ready, by your grace, to confront the power of 
death with the promise of eternal life. Amen. 



*Call to Confession 

Happy are those whose sin is forgiven,  
who no longer suffer in silence, 
but name their sin and seek God’s grace. 
Let us confess our sin. 

*Prayer of Confession 

*Assurance of God’s Forgiveness 

*Passing of the Peace (due to colds & flu, greet one another without obligation to shake hands.) 

From Ashes to the Living Font *Response 

Lord God, you know the ways of good and evil. You know the things that tempt us and the 
things that give us life. You know our nakedness, and you know our sin. We confess that we 
have disobeyed your word, denying your providence and care and relying on our own    
cleverness. Have mercy on us, we pray: cover us with your grace, feed us with the bread of 
life, and re-create us in your image; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

The Word 
Prayer for Illumination Claudia Hansen 

Second Lesson Matthew 4:1-11 

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted for 
forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. The tempter came and said to him, 
‘If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.’ But he answered, 
‘It is written, “One does not live by bread alone, 
   but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.”’ 
Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to 
him, ‘If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, 
“He will command his angels concerning you”, and “On their hands they will bear you up, 
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.”’ 
Jesus said to him, ‘Again it is written, “Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”’ 
Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world 
and their splendor; and he said to him, ‘All these I will give you, if you will fall down and wor-
ship me.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Away with you, Satan! for it is written, 
“Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.”’ 
Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

First Lesson How Blest, Those Whose Transgressions 
(sing hymn 446) 

Psalm 32 

Anthem University of Jamestown Choir  
Children’s Time  Penny Andrist 



*Affirmation of Faith Apostles’ Creed 

Sermon Temptation The Rev. Dr. Paul H. Lang 

*Hymn 783 When We Are Tested 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, 
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the        
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

Responding to the Word 
Offering 

Offertory University of Jamestown Choir  

*Prayer of Dedication   

*Response  refrain from Jesu, Jesu 

*Hymn 618 O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High 

Bearing the Word into the World 

*Charge & Benediction 

Postlude Please stay, as you are able, to listen to the  
University of Jamestown Choir 

 



March 1, 2020 

Covenant Of Prayer: Terry & Jan Reynen and family  
upon the death of their son, David; Mary Staahl and 
family upon the death of her brother, Terry Thomsen; 
Carolyn; Sarah; those who are experiencing homeless-
ness in our community; and our sister congregation in 
Chogoria, Kenya. 

A Request from B&G and Personnel: Please consid-
er NOT bringing beverages and food into the Sanctu-
ary—to respect this sacred space, protect our new pew 
cushions, and avoid spills and cleanup. Coffee and 
snacks are available in the Gathering Space after the 
service. This request does not apply to bottles and 
Cheerios for young children. There is no need to repri-
mand anyone who is not aware of this preference. 

A Peek @ Next Week: We will be enjoying music by 
all of our vocal choirs and the Westminster Bells. 

Pew Pride: You are reminded to make sure your hym-
nals/Bibles are facing outward, friendship pads are sta-
tioned near the center aisle, and the “Welcome the 
Wiggle/ABC’s of Worship” inserts are showing out 
of the Bibles when you leave your pew. A minute of 
your time will greatly help keep our sanctuary looking 
neat and organized. 

Remembering Our Soldiers In Prayer: Angelica 
Martin, KY; Daniel Martin, KS; Will Van Osdel, CA; 
Tom Drayton, LA; Stacey Lockwood, Middle East; 
Bryan Spear, in the states. If you have a loved one in 
the military, please let Pastor Mary know and we’ll in-
clude his/her name. 

Easter Flowers: To help us celebrate Easter, the Sanc-
tuary will be adorned with spring flowers. You are in-
vited to contribute to this enhancement of our worship 
space by purchasing a flower to be used for Easter Sun-
day. Order forms can be found at the Info Kiosk and 
online on our website. Orders and payments should 
be delivered to the office no later than noon tomor-
row, March 2. Thank You! 

Pi(e) Day Social: Calling all pie bakers! The EduCon 
Pi(e) Day Social is back by popular demand and will be 
held on March 15 after worship. Please sign up on the 
Volunteer Opportunities Board to bring a pie.  

Lenten Banner: The purpose of the Lenten banner is 
to beautify the church with the symbolism of the sea-
son. The symbols embodied in this banner are the color 
violet which symbolizes Lent, and the color white 
which symbolizes purity, heaven and Easter. The vari-
ous shades of violet symbolize the rays of the sun or 
enlightening or purifying of Lent and Easter. The lower 
of the two crosses symbolizes agony with the crown of 
thorns for suffering and also for Jesus’ suffering on 
Good Friday; and the golden cross with the crown of 
glory represents the exaltation of Christ and the glory 
of his everlasting kingdom. 

Holy Buckets: This month’s mission is Minnesota 
FoodShare. We are collecting nonperishable food items 
for the Emergency Food Pantry. Peanut butter and 
canned meats are especially needed. Items may be 
placed in the buckets in the Foyer.  

You may consider making a financial donation instead. 
Dollars are stretched further when they can buy in 
bulk. Labeled envelopes are available at the Welcome 
Desk Info Kiosk and Narthex (or place your clearly 
marked check in the offering plate). A great percentage 
of your donations (pounds of food as well as dollars) is 
matched by the Minnesota FoodShare Program. 

World Day of Prayer: World Day of Prayer will be 
celebrated on Friday, March 6, 9:30 am at Gethsem-
ane Episcopal Church (3600 25th St S, Fargo). World 
Day of Prayer is a global celebration by Church Wom-
en United, a mission supported by our PW. Please join 
us as we learn about Zimbabwe, this year’s focus. 

Daylight Savings Time: Don’t forget to set your 
clocks forward one hour before you go to bed on Sat-
urday, March 7. 

My Soul Doth Magnify the Lord- An Organ Recital: 
Sunday, March 15, 4:00 pm. Fargo native and organ-
ist, Benton Schmidt, will present a collection of liturgi-
cal music inspired by the Magnificat, the Virgin 
Mary’s “song of praise” recorded in the Gospel of 
Saint Luke. Many composers have written organ set-
tings of this hymn, and this recital will present those of 
Dietrich Buxtehude and Heinrich Scheidemann, two 
German masters of the Baroque era. The late Italian 
Renaissance will be represented in selections from an 
organ Mass by Girolamo Frescobaldi. Also included 
will be the Ave Maris Stella versets of Marcel Dupré, 
one of the greatest organists of the 20th century. No 
organ recital would be complete without Johann Sebas-
tian Bach, so this concert will begin with the exciting 
Toccata in F, and end with the companion double 
Fugue. This event will showcase our church's 2007 
Schantz organ. It is free and open to the public. 

Heart-n-Soul Community Café: On March 10, from 
5:00-6:30 pm, come share a delicious meal with those 
in the community who may not be able to enjoy a home 
cooked meal. FPC and Heart-n-Soul have collaborated 
to fulfill the mission of building relationships by invit-
ing all people to gather for a nutritious meal. The menu 
for March: garden salad, pork chop in gravy, herb 
roasted potatoes, veggie, and ice cream sandwich for 
dessert! A suggested price of $7, or volunteering to 
serve the next meal, makes it possible to serve anyone 
unable to pay. Volunteers are always appreciated! Sign 
up at the Volunteer Opportunities Board. 



Hearing devices and large print copies of today’s 
hymns are available, please ask an usher for assistance. 

Nursery: Staff will be present beginning at 9:15 for 
infants-3 years, in the nursery complex on the 1st floor. 

Activity Bags for Children: Fun-filled tote bags are 
located at both doors. 

Restrooms: Restrooms are located in the Gathering 
Space and on the lower level. 

Prayer Request Cards: Cards are in pew racks for 
your use. Prayers will be committed to God along with 
the other offerings and also lifted up in prayer by the 
staff. 

Peace Candles: The candle burning on the chancel 
symbolizes peace. We ask guests to take a candle back 
to your church as a gift from us. Peace candles can be 
found at the Welcome Center, near the west doors. 

Wi-Fi: Wi-Fi is available throughout the church. 
(password: community650) 

Church Staff 
Rev. Dr. Paul H. Lang-Pastor, Head of Staff 

Rev. Mary Jo E. Holtey-Associate Pastor 
Sally Harmon-Music Coordinator & Organist 

Dr. Erynn Millard-Adult Choir Director 
Jan Lundgren-Business Manager 

Monica Gelinske-Administrative Assistant 
Penny Andrist-Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

Kayla Bones-Youth & Young Adult Ministry Coordinator 
Rick Fiebiger-Facilities Manager 

Drew Brovold-Custodian 
 

All staff emails are:  
(first initial and last name of person)@firstpresfargo.org 

 
Mindy Argall, Melissa Gadberry, Alexa Lajimodiere -

Nursery Attendants 

FPC Officers 

Session: Kim Carter, Tom Clusiau, Lisa Edison-Smith, 
Bruce Furness, Dick Henderson, Ryan Johnston,    
Roberta Mohagen, Joni Nudell (clerk), Elaine Rudd, 
Troy Schmidt, Mary Staahl, Scott Swanholm, Paula 
Thomas, and Kevin Tobosa. 

Deacons: Kelly Brickman, Ed Deckard, Rick Herberg, 
Beatrice Janaka, Robin Kee, Sarah Lang, Bob Morton, 
Brian Peterson, Jean Pladson, Karen Rivers, Andrea 
Smith, Craig Tait, Josh Trumbo, and Jane Wolff 
(moderator). 

Treasurer: Sherri Stern 

Sunday, March 1 

12:00 Confirmation 

6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 

Monday, March 2 

9:00 Mon. Morning Men’s Grp. (Fargo Fryn’ Pan) 

5:30 B&G Cmt. / Personnel Cmt. 

Tuesday, March 3 

8:30 Bulletin Articles Due 

1:00 Staff Mtg.  

5:30 Worship Cmt. 

6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 

7:00 Mission Cmt. 

Wednesday, March 4 

5:30 St. Andrew’s Brass / Genesis Ringers 

6:15 Children & Youth Choirs  

6:30 Pilgrimage Guides / Westminster Ringers 

7:00 Youth Group  

7:30 Sanctuary Choir 

Thursday, March 5 

 No Church Events 

Friday, March 6 

 No Church Events 

Saturday, March 7 

 No Church Events 

Sunday, March 8     COMMUNION 

9:15 Sunday School for All 

10:30 Worship Service 

12:00 Confirmation 

6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 

For Your Information 
February 23 Worship Attendance: 184 

Contributions Received: $13,689.97 

 Church Information 
Office Hours: 

M-TH, 8:30 am-4:00 pm 
Phone: 701-293-6311 

www.firstpresfargo.org 
Find us on Facebook! 
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