
*Call to Worship 

*Hymn 150 As with Gladness Men of Old 

Prayer of the Day 

We Gather in Christ 

The Rev. Mary Jo E. Holtey Welcome and Concerns of the Church 

The Session and members of First Presbyterian Church, Fargo extend a sincere welcome to you. 
We are grateful for your presence today! We welcome all persons regardless of race, nationality, disability, 

gender, or sexual orientation. This includes an open invitation to membership, the sacraments of baptism 
and the Lord's Supper, marriage, funerals, memorial services, and serve as an officer of the church.  

Everyone is invited for coffee and fellowship in the Gathering Space after worship. 

We recycle! If you are not taking your bulletin, please drop it in the blue bin at the door as you leave. 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 

Prelude Prélude sur l’Introït de l’Épiphanie 
Dillon Swanson, Guest organist 

Duruflé  

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.  
The brightness of God’s light shines upon all the nations. 
All are welcomed to the brightness of God’s dawn.  
God gathers us from far away and carries us. With radiant eyes, with rejoicing hearts, 
we receive the abundance God gives.  
We respond in praise. With our gifts, with our very selves, let us worship God! 

O Lord our God, your glory shines as far as the east is from the west, from the north to the south, 
so that all people may see and be radiant, so that every heart might thrill and rejoice. Guide us on 
our baptismal journey in Christ. Overwhelm us with the joy of your presence. May we enter your 
house and pay homage to him whose infant arms were already reaching out to the ends of the 
earth that all might be gathered in. In your triune name, we pray. Amen. 



*Prayer of Confession 

*Call to Confession 

*Assurance of God’s Forgiveness 

The Word 
Prayer for Illumination Bruce Maylath 

First Lesson Isaiah 60:1-6 

*Passing of the Peace (due to colds & flu, greet one another without obligation to shake hands) 

Hear the Good News of Salvation *Response 441 

The Gospel of John tells us the basis for our judgment is this: 
“The light came into the world, and people loved darkness more than the light, for their actions 
 are evil.” 
We confess our sins to God, to whom we have access through faith in Christ. 
We come in boldness and confidence, not according to our merit, but according to God’s grace. 

God of justice, we confess that our actions are evil whenever we remain passive while others 
are oppressed; whenever we guard our own prosperity at the expense of those who are 
poor; or when we ignore the cries of those in need of help. Forgive us, we pray, for hiding in 
the darkness of this world more than loving the light of your righteousness made known to 
us in Jesus Christ. Judge us with mercy, we pray, and extend your grace to us. Strengthen 
our faithfulness to you and to all who are precious in your sight. We pray in the name of 
Christ, our Light. Amen. 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
   and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
For darkness shall cover the earth, 
   and thick darkness the peoples; 
but the Lord will arise upon you, 
   and his glory will appear over you. 
Nations shall come to your light, 
   and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
Lift up your eyes and look around; 
   they all gather together, they come to you; 
your sons shall come from far away, 
   and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 



May God bless the reading and hearing of this portion of the holy Word. 

Second Lesson Matthew 2:1-12 

Then you shall see and be radiant; 
   your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
   the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
   the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
   all those from Sheba shall come. 
They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
   and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

*Affirmation of Faith Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally      
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for 
our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin 
Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he  
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through 
the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. Amen. 

*Hymn 151 We Three Kings of Orient Are 

Sermon A Star Trek The Rev. Dr. Paul H. Lang 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 
came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we ob-
served his star at its rising and have come to pay him homage.’ When King Herod heard this, he 
was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes 
of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethle-
hem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
   are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
   who is to shepherd my people Israel.”’ 
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star 
had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; 
and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ When 
they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at 
its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had 
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary 
his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to re-
turn to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 



*Hymn 152 What Star Is This, with Beams so Bright 

Bearing the Word into the World 

*Charge & Benediction 

Postlude Puer nobis nascitur Groom te Velde  

Communion Music Down to the River 
Four Eyes, Four Guys Quartet 

arr. Johnson 

The Communion of the People 

Prayer 

The Breaking of the Bread 

*Prayer of Dedication   

The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is truly right and our greatest joy......who forever sing to the glory of your name: 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

Response 559 Holy, Holy, Holy 

You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord... 
...Great is the Mystery of Faith: 

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gifts of bread and wine... 

Response 560 Christ Has Died; Christ Is Risen 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Responding to the Word 
Offering 

Offertory Shine on Me 
Four Eyes, Four Guys Quartet 

Anon. 

*Response  Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessing flow;  
Praise Christ, all people here below; 
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;  
Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen  



January 5, 2020 

Pillows! Pillows! We continue to shower the YWCA 
shelter with new pillows that each person staying at the 
shelter gets to keep when they leave. May these women 
and children always have a safe and soft place to lay 
their heads at night. You may bring your pillows to the 
West Coat Room.  

Covenant Of Prayer: Sarah; those who are homeless in 
our community; and our sister congregation, Chogoria. 

A Peek @ Next Week: 

Sanctuary Choir participates in worship. 

Holy Buckets: During January we will continue to col-
lect winter gear for children and youth on the Spirit 
Lake Reservation, particularly the community at 
Bdecan Presbyterian Church. In addition to the winter 
gear, we will also collect new and gently used linens – 
twin, full and queen sheet sets, as well as bath towel 
sets. Please place your donations in the green buckets 
under the Volunteer Opportunities Board. Thank you 
for your continued thoughtfulness and generosity. 

Remembering Our Soldiers In Prayer: Angelica 
Martin, KY; Daniel Martin, KS; Will Van Osdel, CA; 
Tom Drayton, LA; Stacey Lockwood, Middle East; 
Bryan Spear, in the states. If you have a loved one in 
the military, please let Pastor Mary know and we’ll in-
clude his/her name. 

2019 Year End Giving: Please have all contributions 
intended for the 2019 giving year turned in to the 
church office by Monday, January 6. Any contribu-
tions received after that date will be recorded on your 
2020 giving record. If you would like to know the bal-
ance of your 2019 pledge, please call the church office. 

Chili Cook-off: The Chili Cook-off returns to the So-
cial Hall on January 19 immediately following wor-
ship. Join us for food and fellowship, and an oppor-
tunity to support the work of our church with your free 
will donation. Bring your $$$ and “vote” for your fa-
vorite batch(es). The chili maker earning the most 
“votes” earns the title as the Chili Champ! 

We’re seeking chili makers, cornbread and dessert bak-
ers, and lots of other volunteers to bring the “fixins” 
and/or help with the event. Signups are on the Volun-
teer Board. Contact Andrea Smith with questions at 
andrea_chad@hotmail.com. 

Spirituality of Landscape: The landscape has a way 
of shaping our thoughts about God. We will sample the 
writings of Belden Lane and wonder about how we can 
love God more fully by appreciating the beauty and pow-
er of landscape. Join us on Sundays, January 12 & 26, 
from 4:00-6:00 pm, in the Jennie Roberts Room. 

Pastor’s Class: On January 12, join Pastor Mary at 
9:15 am as she reviews her summer sabbatical. She 
spent weeks of rest and reflection at the lakes region, 
and traveled with her family to New York City and 
New England. No Pastor’s Class on January 19. 

PW News: Presbyterian Women will be mailing out 
their annual pledge drive letter this month. Remember, 
all women of our congregation are members of PW and 
are invited and welcomed to all activities. Please, 
prayerfully consider helping PW in its local and global 
mission projects. 

Music Ensembles & Choirs Resume Rehearsals: The 
church’s music ensembles will resume their regular 
rehearsal schedules on Wednesday, January 8. All the 
singing groups are open to additional members at any 
time. Please contact the directors of each group for fur-
ther information.  

Welcome Dillon Swanson: Sally Harmon will be tak-
ing an extended vacation during January and February. 
We welcome Dillon Swanson to the organ bench dur-
ing her absence. Dillon J. Swanson, of Aberdeen, 
South Dakota, is a second-year student at Concordia 
College in Moorhead, Minnesota, where he is majoring 
in Organ Performance while also working on a minor 
emphasis in Church Music. Dillon has served as organ-
ist and music director in many churches in North Dako-
ta, South Dakota, and Minnesota, as well as performing 
recitals on many instruments in the three-state area. 
Dillon is an active member of the Red River Valley 
Chapter of the American Guild of Organists where he 
serves on the events committee. After finishing his 
studies at Concordia, Dillon hopes to pursue a Master 
of Music degree in Organ Performance and Church 
Music Studies from the Institute of Sacred Music at 
Yale University in New Haven, Connecticut. 

Hosted Concert: The January program for Fargo 
Moorhead Music Club will be “Jazz in January” pre-
sented by Michael Helm, jazz pianist. This free pro-
gram will be on January 20, at 1:00 pm in the Jennie 
Roberts Room, followed by a reception. All are wel-
come to attend! 

New Combined Choirs! The Proclamation Choir for 
grades 7-12 will be taking a hiatus from January-
March. All members of that choir are invited to join the 
Kids of the Kingdom Choir, directed by Pam Burns, to 
form a “Winter Choir” which will sing in church on the 
Sundays of February 9 & March 8. That choir rehearses 
at 6:15 pm on Wednesdays on the 2nd floor in Class-
room 4. The Proclamation Choir will resume regular 
rehearsals on April 1 to prepare for their tradition of 
singing “When Jesus Wept” from the balcony on 
Maundy Thursday and the music for the Children’s and 
Youth Sunday. 



 

Church Information 
Office Hours: 

M-TH, 8:30 am-4:00 pm 
Phone: 701-293-6311 

www.firstpresfargo.org 
Find us on Facebook! 

For Your Information 
December 24 & 29 Worship Attendance: 474 

Contributions Received: $36,659.00 

Hearing devices and large print copies of today’s 
hymns are available, please ask an usher for assistance. 

Nursery: Staff will be present beginning at 9:15 for 
infants-3 years, in the nursery complex on the 1st floor. 

Activity Bags for Children: Fun-filled tote bags are 
located at both doors. 

Restrooms: Restrooms are located in the Gathering 
Space and on the lower level. 

Prayer Request Cards: Cards are in pew racks for 
your use. Prayers will be committed to God along with 
the other offerings and also lifted up in prayer by the 
staff. 

Peace Candles: The candle burning on the chancel 
symbolizes peace. We ask guests to take a candle back 
to your church as a gift from us. Peace candles can be 
found at the Welcome Center, near the west doors. 

Wi-Fi: Wi-Fi is available throughout the church. 
(password: community650) 

Church Staff 
Rev. Dr. Paul H. Lang-Pastor, Head of Staff 

Rev. Mary Jo E. Holtey-Associate Pastor 
Sally Harmon-Music Coordinator & Organist 

Dr. Erynn Millard-Adult Choir Director 
Jan Lundgren-Business Manager 

Monica Gelinske-Administrative Assistant 
Penny Andrist-Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

Kayla Bones-Youth & Young Adult Ministry Coordinator 
Rick Fiebiger-Facilities Manager 

Drew Brovold-Custodian 
 

All staff emails are:  
(first initial and last name of person)@firstpresfargo.org 

 
Mindy Argall, Melissa Gadberry, Alexa Lajimodiere -

Nursery Attendants 

FPC Officers 

Session: Kim Carter, Tom Clusiau, Lisa Edison-Smith, 
Bruce Furness, Dick Henderson, Ryan Johnston,    
Roberta Mohagen, Joni Nudell (clerk), Elaine Rudd, 
Troy Schmidt, Mary Staahl, Scott Swanholm, Paula 
Thomas, and Kevin Tobosa. 

Deacons: Kelly Brickman, Ed Deckard, Rick Herberg, 
Beatrice Janaka, Robin Kee, Sarah Lang, Bob Morton, 
Brian Peterson, Jean Pladson, Karen Rivers, Andrea 
Smith, Craig Tait, Josh Trumbo (moderator), and Jane 
Wolff. 

Treasurer: Sherri Stern 

Sunday, January 5 

12:00 Confirmation 

6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 

Monday, January 6 

9:00 Mon. Morning Men’s Group (Fargo Fryn’ Pan) 

5:30 B&G Cmt. / Personnel Cmt. 

Tuesday, January 7 

8:30 Bulletin Articles Due 

1:00 Staff Mtg. 

5:30 Worship Cmt. 

6:30 Pilgrimage Guides / Narcotics Anonymous 

7:00 Mission Cmt. 

Wednesday, January 8 

1:00 Library Cmt. 

5:30 Genesis Ringers / No St. Andrew’s Brass 

6:15 Children & Youth Choirs 

6:30 Compass Group #4 / No Westminster Ringers 

7:00 Youth Group 

7:30 Sanctuary Choir 

Thursday, January 9 

9:30 TH Board 

3:00 Team Gelinske @ CUH 

6:00 Pilgrimage Celebration 

Friday, January 10 

 No Church Events 

Saturday, January 11 

 No Church Events 

Sunday, January 12   BAPTISM 

9:15 Sunday School for All 

10:30 Worship Service 

12:00 Confirmation 

4:00 Pilgrimage: Spirituality of Landscape 

6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
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