
 
 
 

PRAY FIRST - DAILY DEVOTIONAL 

 
DAY 19 

 

In the last four days, we looked at a few strategies Satan uses to keep us from becoming holy. 
Today we'll get an overview of how the Devil keeps so many people from becoming and living 
holy lives, but before we move on, take a moment and read the following Scriptures: 

STOP AND READ - 1 John 2:15-17 and Matthew 4:1-11 

When the Apostle John tells us not to love the world, he isn't talking about people but about 
the worldly systems and philosophies that compete for our attention. Those systems and 
philosophies are what the Devil uses to get our eyes off of Jesus, which is why we need to be 
aware of how he works. John reveals how the Devil works so that we don't have to wonder. He 
tells us that Satan has three plays in his playbook: craving physical pleasure, craving for the 
things we see, and pride in our achievements and possessions (v.16). 

Now imagine if the Seattle Seahawks used only three plays in every game they played and 
what if every team in the league knew those three plays? They would never win the Super 
Bowl, would they? The Devil has only three plays that he uses to keep you from growing in 
holiness, and John tells us what they are so that we can win the battle over sin. However, the 
Devil has won many games with these three plays, which he uses to control this world. He 
tried to take Jesus out with these three plays when Jesus went into the desert to fast and pray 
for 40 days.   

• Play #1 - Craving for Physical pleasure. "Hey Jesus, you hungry? Why not turn these 
stones into bread."  

• Play #2 – Craving for the things we see. "Hey Jesus, see all those kingdoms? Bow down 
to me, and I'll give them to you."  

• Play #3 – Pride in our achievements and possessions. "Hey Jesus, jump off this Temple 
and have your angels catch you. That would impress people if you did something like 
that."  

Of course, Jesus stood firm against the strategies of the Devil because He knew his playbook. 
Jesus knew that every temptation and attack from the Devil comes through one of these three 
plays. It's how he controls and brings people into bondage. But you don't have to be deceived 
because God gave us his strategies in his playbook, the Bible, to combat all the Devil throws at 
us. Follow God. Obey God. Please God. The result? You will become more holy and not be 
overcome by the attacks of the Devil (v.17). 



READ (again) 1 John 2:15-17 and Matthew 4:1-11 
 
JOURNAL (Reflect): 

• Lord, which of these plays of the Devil have tricked me?   
• Lord, how can I become more aware of these strategies of the Devil so that I can live in 

freedom and holiness?   

 
PRAY: 

• Go back over the last 19 days and revisit any prayers you may have forgotten about? 

• Write down any answers to prayers you have received and thank God for His 
faithfulness. 

 


