
 
 
 

PRAY FIRST - DAILY DEVOTIONAL 

 
DAY 15 

 
Did you know that the Devil wants to make sure you aren't holy? He knows that if he can keep 

you from becoming holy, you won't see God. And so he twists and confuses what it means to be 

holy so that the holiness of God never changes you. 

He does this in several different ways. Over the next four days, we'll look at four of Satan's 

strategies he uses to keep you from becoming holy. Here's the first one. 

He turns you into a Pharisee. 

We touched on this briefly in yesterday's devotional. A modern-day Pharisee tries to live right, 

prays, studies the Bible, and seeks to obey all that God says. Which, by the way, are all good 

things. But what a Pharisee does is take all these good things and add more rules to them, 

believing that it's their job to defend and protect God. The result is they think they're better 

than everyone else and wind up mistaking self-righteousness as holiness. 

That's what Pharisees do. They interpret holiness through the lens of fear and self-

righteousness, becoming people who misunderstand what it means to live a holy life. Holiness 

becomes a list of reasons you are better than anyone else, causing you to distance yourself from 

everyone else. 

So let me ask you, "why you do the things you do?" If your reason for not having Netflix, or the 

reason you home school your kids, or why you won't attend your office work party is because 

you fear being contaminated by the world – you have missed the point of what it means to be 

holy.   

You do not become holy by placing yourself and your family and friends in a bubble. Yet, this is 

how the Pharisees approached life, and they meant well. They thought that distancing 

themselves from anything sinful would secure their holiness.   

But then Jesus comes along and says, "Healthy people don't need a doctor—sick people do. I 

have come to call not those who think they are righteous, but those who know they are 

sinners." (Mark 2:17, Luke 5:31) 



Holiness is not removing yourself from the world, but it's being different (set apart) while living 

in the world. It's not doing or thinking what the world does, but thinking and doing what God 

tells us while living in the world. 

READ: Matthew 23:1-36, Romans 12:2  
 
JOURNAL (Reflect): 

• Lord, what do you want to teach me about the heart of a Pharisee from your words 
today? 

• Is there any area of my life that I have become a Pharisee? Where have I believed that 
my self-righteousness is holy? Are there any choices I've made that make me believe I 
am better than others?   

o Write down what Jesus shows you and then take some time and repent. 
 

PRAY: 

• Ask the Lord to put someone on your heart who you would not naturally think about or 
pray for. Then, take some time and pray for that person. Pray blessing and leading and 
grace upon them and for them. 

 


