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JANUARY 2021:SPIRITUAL GROWTH

Tykes January Series:
A Baby and a Bush
God made you to do big things for Him! And you don’t even have to be a grown-up to
do it! Just show God you are strong for Him by obeying in the little stuff more each
day. In this unit, kids will learn about the life of Moses, from his miraculous safety after
birth to his encounter with the burning bush.
January's Verse: “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with
much...” Luke 16:10 NIV
Part 1 – Take Care Of The Baby
The Point: I can do big stuff for God…when my parents trust me!
About: Miriam, Moses’ sister, got strong for God by obeying the little stuff each day!
Even though she was a kid, her mom trusted her to take care of Moses when he was a
baby. That’s big stuff!
Part 2 – Lead Me
The Point: I can do big stuff for God…when I do the little stuff each day!
About: When you do the little stuff each day, you can be trusted to do big stuff for
God!
Part 3 – Find That Baby!
The Point: I can do big stuff for God… when I do a good job each day!
About: Moses’ sister could be trusted to watch him in the river, even when his basket
got hidden behind rocks, plants and boats! She did a good job!
Part 4 – Get Ready to Grow Up!
The Point: I can do big stuff for God…when I am a kid and when I’m grown up!
About: When kids obey the little stuff, each day, they can do big stuff for God, when
they’re little, and when they’re grown up!
Part 5 –I Can Do Big Stuff
The Point: I can do big stuff for God…when I pray to God and practice each day!
About: Miriam, Moses’ sister got strong for God by obeying the little stuff each day!
Even though she was a kid, her mom trusted her to take care of Moses when he was a
baby! That’s big stuff!
Please email Shannon, to receive weekly curriculum for
Main Street Kids up to Kindergarten.

Grades 1-4 January Series:
Grow Up!
When you make Jesus the leader of your life, you become a baby—spiritually speaking
whether you’re a kid or an adult. But kids and adults who choose to start following Jesus
need to mature and grow. It’s not okay to stay a baby in your heart. Grow up for God,
and be mature. Live like Him, every day, by turning your back on sin, whining, wrong
thinking, selfish actions, and owning your own spiritual growth!
This 4-part series teaches your elementary kids to own their spiritual growth and
become mature Christians as they grow older. Since there are 5 weeks in the month of
January, take a week to do some of the included resources or work on your Winter
Bucket List!
Part 1 – No Excuses
The Verse: James 4:17
The Point: No more excuses.
Part 2 – No Whining
The Verse: Philippians 2:14
The Point: No more whining or complaining.
Part 3 – Take Care of Yourself
The Verse: Hebrews 5:13
The Point: No more baby stuff.
Part 4 – No Stinking
The Verse: Luke 2:52
The Point: No more stinking sin.
I’ve heard lots of awesome ideas for doing lessons at home,
here are a few that families have shared:
Playing the lesson for your child while Pastor Shawn is preaching.
Picking one day a week that you sit down and do Main Street Kids together.
I love the idea of a new routine! Do a couple lessons at once.
Since every family is doing things a bit different,
I thought I would give this format a try.
Please email me, to receive resources for Main Street Kids Grades 1-4.
Happy New Year!

Shannon Hawkins
Tykes Director
shannon@mainstreetchurch.ca

Lindsey Doerksen
Grades 1-4 Director
lindsey@mainstreetchurch.ca

Please adjust the difficulty of activities and the language used to best suit your family.
ie. parent(s), guardian(s), child(ren), etc.

FAMILY DEVOTIONALS
JANUARY 2021:SPIRITUAL GROWTH

Tykes Devotional:
A Baby and a Bush

Grades 1-4 Devotional:
Grow Up!

This plan goes with our Tykes curriculum for the
month of January. You can find this 6-day Bible
Plan on the YouVersion Bible App or online at
https://my.bible.com/reading-plans/1363-ababy-and-a-bush-bible-app-for-kids

This plan goes with our Grade School curriculum
for the month of January. You can find this Bible
10-day Plan on the YouVersion Bible App or
online at https://my.bible.com/readingplans/1337-grow-up

This fun plan for kids teaches real-life lessons
from a Bible App for Kids story. Each day's video
teaches a memory verse, a key truth, a song, and
other concrete ways to help abstract truths stick.

Grow up? Doesn’t that just happen when you get
older? Not when you’re talking about growing up
for God! Find out how your heart can be mature!
For Parents: Your child will have a deeper
understanding of each day’s reading and
questions if you complete this plan with them.
This plan includes several games to play for
verse memorization. You may want to supervise
use of materials.

PARENT/GUARDIANS' PRAYER
JANUARY 2021:SPIRITUAL GROWTH
A Prayer for Your Child’s Faith
Father God, I lift my children to You asking that You give them a desire to love You and want to serve You.
By Your grace grow in them a faith that rests solely on Your great power and not on any wisdom of the
world. I pray my children will be marked by righteousness, living by faith in all they do (Romans 1:17). Help
them trust You more and more each day. Prove Your faithfulness to them in every step, season and situation
of their lives.
Father, incline my children to be well guarded, grounded in their faith, strong and courageous, doing
everything in love (1 Corinthians 16:13-14). I pray, Lord, that You would give them the spirit of wisdom and
revelation so they may come to know You better. May the eyes of their hearts be enlightened to the glorious
inheritance You have in store for those who believe (Ephesians 1:17-19). May their faith be broadened and
unbridled, deepened immeasurably, and heightened insurmountably as You display You great power in their
lives. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
- Kaylene Yoder

Verses to Reflect Upon
For in the gospel a righteousness of God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as
it is written, “The righteous will live by faith.” Romans 1:17, see also Habakkuk 2:4
"For by grace you have been saved through faith and this is not of you own doing; it is a gift of God, not a
result of works, so that no one may boast." Ephesians 2:8-9
"…that your faith might not rest on men’s wisdom, but on God’s power." 1 Corinthians 2:5
"Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be men of courage, be strong. Do everything in love." 1 Corinthians
16:13-14
"I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the spirit of wisdom
and revelation, so that you may know Him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened
in order that you may know the hope to which He has called you, the riches of His glorious inheritance in the
saints, and His incomparably great power for us who believe." Ephesians 1:17-19
- Kaylene Yoder

WAYS TO CONNECT YOUR KIDS TO GOD’S SPIRITUAL STRENGTH
BY SCOTT TURANSKY
We all want to be in the habit of regularly praying for our kids. We know it’s important and that we should do it more. But what do you pray for? The list is long but
one of the big things we want for our children is that they connect with God for themselves. That’s what will bring maximum spiritual power to your child’s daily life.
Not only does prayer work and change your child, but it also helps you as a parent align yourself with God and his plan. With his strength you’ll be less likely to blow
up in anger and you’ll have more wisdom for dealing with life’s challenges.
FIRST, PRAY FOR YOURSELF
Each day, pray that God will give you the strength to maintain your personal control as you work with your children. It’s tempting to blow up in anger or give in to
constant nagging. Parenting requires continual perseverance and strength. God provides spiritual resources when emotional resources seem scarce. Learning to trust
in him and pray every day for strength will go a long way to provide you with the ability to face the challenges of parenting. And, you’ll have greater talking points
because you can model for your child what spiritual connection looks like. Also, pray that God will change your child’s heart. It’s important to note that nowhere in the
Bible does it say that parents change children’s hearts. We do read that people can change their own hearts. God calls that repentance. We also see that God
changes people’s hearts directly. Ezekiel 36:26 reveals this promise, “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone
and give you a heart of flesh.” That’s the prayer we want to have for our children every day. Of course, God does use parents to be the instruments to motivate kids
to change their hearts, so your prayer will be one that allows you to partner directly with God in the changing of your child’s heart.
PRAY FOR YOUR CONNECTION WITH YOUR CHILD
You’ll also want to pray for relational connection opportunities in the course of your day. After all, much of the business of family life requires that you be firm with
your children. That toughness often wears at the relationship and so times of connection are important. Remember that children can only take as much pressure as the
relationship allows. It is important to balance firmness with relationship. Ask the Lord to provide some fun times in your day or a meaningful conversation or a moment
where you and your child are able to connect in a deeper way than usual. Those moments are precious. They often come at bedtime or when a child needs comfort, or
even in the midst of correction. Pray that God would give you those moments in your day to strengthen the relational bonds. Also take time to pray that God would
provide you with teaching opportunities. Often it’s a thoughtful comment or a creative idea that connects with a child’s heart. Those can come spontaneously as gifts
directly from the Lord. So, take time to pray for insight. God may use your own walk with him to give you an idea, or you may discover a truth in a book you’re reading
or some advice or encouragement you heard on the radio. Be on the lookout for tools to teach. Just like any good teacher, you want to always be looking for ideas of
ways to bring about the lightbulb moments in the hearts of your children. God provides those and we can ask him for them. The reality is that parenting is the
toughest job in the world. We need all the help we can get. God promises us that we can ask him for wisdom and he’ll give it to us. James 1:5 says, “If any of you lacks
wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.”
Parenting so often brings us to our knees. Sometimes we think we know what we’re doing as parents but that feeling of confidence doesn’t usually last too long. In
fact, our weaknesses as parents can give us a greater appreciation of our Heavenly Father who wisely provides guidance, discipline, and strength in just the right
measure for us. During your prayer time take a moment and thank God for his faithfulness to you. One of the greatest gifts we have is to become part of God’s family.
We are his children if we have trusted Christ as savior. That’s an awesome privilege that we enjoy. In fact, you’ll want to pray regularly for opportunities to help your
children understand God’s grace in that same way. As you express to your children the appreciation you have for God’s love and mercy in your life, your prayer is
that they’ll see the need to seek God for themselves and develop a personal relationship with him. When family life gets difficult and you feel stressed by the
challenges of the day, remember to go to the Lord for strength. You might even want to check out the “911 Psalm” in the Bible. Psalm 91:1-2 says, “He who dwells in the
shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of the LORD, ‘He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.’ ” We all need rest
and a fortress sometimes. God is our strength. Prayer is the vehicle God designed to transport your heart into his presence. Use it often and you’ll be a better parent
for it.
CONNECTING YOUR CHILD DIRECTLY TO GOD
Helping children develop a personal faith often requires that parents be intentional. Too many parents back off because of fears of legislating faith, or appearing
legalistic, or they have concerns that the child’s heart isn’t in it. Those are reasonable concerns but you have to move forward in faith as a parent that the structures
you create will be used by God to breathe life into your child’s faith. Here are some things to consider that can help you pass on the experiential side of the faith, not
just the academics.
PRAYER: Look for ways to help children access God’s strength for personal challenges. Pray with and for kids, but encourage them to pray on their own. Talk
about prayer and encourage it. The best prayers aren’t “Lord give me something,” although they aren’t wrong. The best prayers are, “Lord how can I fit into your
plans today?”
THE BIBLE: Talk about God’s Word, sharing verses and stories. Teach the Bible in Fun Ways. Discuss its relevance to everyday life. Ask children what God is
saying to them through God’s Word. After all, sometimes God speaks to parents through their children.
SPIRITUAL AWARENESS: Ask your child, “How have you seen God work today?” Many children know that God works on Sundays but what about the other
days? How does he work and how does he reveal himself to us?
HOLY SPIRIT: Discuss with children how the Holy Spirit is working in their hearts. He guides, convicts, empowers, and reveals God in life. He’s the coach who
walks along side our lives.
CHARACTER: Identify specific qualities that God is developing in your child. As children see growth they can attribute it to God’s work in them.
PROCESS: God is concerned about how (process) things get done, not just what (task). This means that cheerfulness and initiative and cooperation are
commendable before God.
GOD’S CHURCH: When attending church many things can happen. “What did God teach you today?” is an appropriate question that brings Jesus home. “How
did you contribute to the lives of others today?” We don’t just go to church to receive. We also give.
Engaging and learning how to teach Spirituality to children can happen in a lot of ways. Much of it can happen in and around life itself. Start back at the top of this
article to get your own heart in a position to be used by God to influence your kids spiritually.

5 EASY WAYS TO BUILD FAITH WITH YOUR CHILDREN
BY A WORK OF GRACE - AIMEE IMBEAU
I’m not a morning person – just ask my husband. He often jokes about not speaking to me until I’ve had my first sip of coffee. If I’m honest, there
are days where there is just a smidge of truth to his teasing (ok, maybe more than a smidge, since I’m being honest).
I don’t get up at 5 am to do anything, let alone study my Bible and pray. My day is full of teaching the kids, answering emails for work, prepping
for my writer’s workshop or weekly co-op, marking student portfolios, working on report cards…the tasks seem endless.
"How on earth do I manage to get my own time in God’s word every day? How can I survive my busy day without speaking to God and listening
for His voice?" Come investigate 5 easy ways to build faith with your children.
How on earth do I manage to get my own time in God’s word every day? How can I survive my busy day without speaking to God and listening
for His voice?
I am sure you are just as busy as I am and you have struggled with the same questions. I’ve realized that much of my time with God does not
have to be separate from my kids…in fact, I’m wondering if it shouldn’t be. My kids love when we learn about God together. If it works for you to
get that time in alone, that’s great. But if you can’t, then don’t get caught in that guilt trap – that’s not from God! I am going to share 5 of my
favourite ways to incorporate this time with God with activities with the kids.
1.
Begin each morning with a couple of worship songs. I love to sing worship to my Saviour. So many times, those worship songs turn into
prayers for me. Interestingly enough, I see this happening with my youngest. She says she feels so close to God when she sings these songs to
Him. She recognizes that these songs have turned into prayers for her as well. You see, she has had long term medical problems that have
caused shame, embarrassment and humiliation. Worshipping as a family has helped her to work through this difficult condition. Our worship time
as a family draws us closer together and draws each of us closer to God. We use lyric videos on YouTube for our worship time.
2.
My children enjoy spending time with God in prayer. Prayer is an especially essential practice in our family. We each have a prayer journal
for our time with God. All three of my kids, including my son who resists colouring and writing, delight in adding to their journals. They write
words declaring God’s sovereignty in one section – they use various colours and fancy writing. In another section, they write down the sins they
are struggling with and ask God to help them live in victory over sin. In a third section, they jot down their requests. Finally, they spend time
thanking God for all they have and for prayers that have been answered. They are free to add other special notes, pictures, drawings and
doodles into their journals as they see fit. We do this activity every morning and we spend time in prayer using our journals.
3.
I love marking up my Bible. I encourage my kids to do the same with theirs. We highlight verses and passages that speak to our hearts. We
use little hearts where we read the word ‘love’ or it’s synonyms. We may draw x’s through sins or instructions of things not to do. A tiny cross
works well for the name of Jesus. We circle specific words and colour important phrases. We spend time discussing what we’ve learned from our
studies.
4.
We use scripture to encourage one another. My kids need to feel the love of God from His promises just as much as I do. I reassure them of
His truths. I point them to specific scriptures and then I find they are the verses I need to hear myself in that moment. When you are filled with
His love and you are confident in His adoration of you, aren’t you much more eager to live a disciplined life? I sure am. Because I have been
purposeful in this practice with my children, they are returning this blessing to me. For example, the last week has been very difficult for me,
filled with a lot of pain and hurt. My daughter has reminded me that I need to hand my pain over to Jesus. He is able to carry it. I also added a
special quote from my daughter at the bottom of this post.
5.
After our morning worship and before family study, we each spend about 10-15 minutes doing our own personal study. This gives me the
time I need in God’s word and the children observe their mom actively studying scripture. Younger children may spend this time drawing a
picture of a favourite Bible story, or you can have family study time before personal studies and the little ones can draw something they have
learned that morning. Another idea is for you to copy a line from one of the worship songs sung that morning and the child can draw and colour
the page. With younger children, this personal study time may be only for 5 minutes, and that’s ok.
I used to feel guilty for not getting out of bed at 5 am to study my Bible and pray for an hour and a half. I used to feel like a failure as a godly
mother because my children didn’t wake up each morning to the sight of me reading my Bible. And then I realized it isn’t when or how long I
spend in His word, but the fact that His word penetrates my heart.
I find this method of incorporating my time in with my children much more effective than if I were to get up before the sun rose. And besides, I
enjoy my morning cuddles with my husband and with my youngest.

FAMILY ACTIVITIES
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Growing Jesus Craft:
Jesus was God’s son, but He was also a regular kid, just like you !The Bible DOES tell us in Luke 2:52
that “Jesus grew in wisdom, in stature and in favor with God and men.” That means Jesus learned
things, He got bigger and taller, and He made good choices that made God happy and people started
to respect Him. As you grow up, YOU will learn things, and YOU will get bigger and stronger, and if you
listen to your mom and dad, YOU will make good choices and learn to love God. Jesus came for a very
very special reason, but He was also a regular boy!
For our craft today, we made a growing Jesus. We cut out a circle head, triangle body and some little
feet and rectangle arms. We glued the head on top of the triangle and the arms on the sides and the
feet on the widest part of the triangle. We folded up the triangle like a fan. Then, the kids could scrunch
Him up, and stretch Him out to see Him grow. Lastly, we wrote out Luke 2:52 at the bottom.
- He Bids Them Come

Play School:
Have your children pretend to play school. You can set up a pretend classroom with a board to write on and activities to do. Allow
your child to lead this activity. Not only will it be fun as you learn together, but they will also reinforce their learning through
teaching. Speak about how Jesus both learned and taught.
- True Way Kids

Lead Me:
When you do the little stuff each day, you can be trusted to do big stuff for God! Practice something little to see if you’re ready to
do something bigger
Directions:
Let your child lead you to a place in your home (or outside) with your eyes open.
Say, “You did great! That was a little thing because my eyes were open. Now I can trust you to do something bigger!”
Put on a blindfold.
Let your child lead you to the same place, with the blindfold on.
Try in different areas of your home.
- Life Church

Find That Baby:
Moses’ sister could be trusted to watch him in the river, even when his basket got hidden behind rocks, plants, or boats! She did a
good job! Can you keep your eyes on the baby, too?
You'll Need:
2 or 3 matching cups
1 tiny baby doll or a tiny picture of a baby
Directions:
Turn the cups upside down.
Hide the baby under one cup.
Move cups around while saying, “Do a good job for God!”
Kid watches so they can remember where the baby is.
Kid tries to pick the cup the baby is under.
- Life Church

FAMILY ACTIVITIES
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Get Ready to Grow Up:
When kids obey the little stuff, each day, they can do big stuff for God when they’re little, and when they’re grown-ups!
Grown-Ups:
Missionary
Dentist
Fire Fighter
Veterinarian
Doctor
Teacher
Pastor
Police Office
Directions:
Ask, “What big things do they get to do?” about each person on the Grown-Ups list.
Ask, “What little stuff did they do each day so they could be what they wanted to be?”
Ask, “What do you want to be when you’re a grown-up?”
Ask, “What little stuff can you do each day, to get ready to be what you want to be?
- Life Church

Memory Master:
Use this game with any memory verse
Directions:
Pick which Memory Verse you are going to play with
Cut enough paper squares to write 1 word from the memory verse on each square.
Place the word cards face down in front of everyone.
Everyone takes turns flipping over one card at a time to find the words of the Bible verse in order.
Each time the correct word is found, line it up in order, in order to form the Memory Verse.
- Life Church

Cleaning, Not Complaining:
Listen to the good leaders God gives you to take care of you. They love you and know what’s best for you. Show you’re grown-up
and mature by obeying and following their instruction with a good attitude.
You'll Need:
Used paper, old magazines, trash that isn’t dirty
Trashcan or trash bag
Stopwatch or clock
Directions:
If you’re using old magazines, rip all the pages out.
Take all the paper, trash, and magazine pages you have and crumple them up into individual wads.
One person says, “Go!” and everyone throws the wads all over the room.
Challenge everyone to clean up the mess as quickly as possible without complaining.
Say, “Go!” again, and everyone tries to put all the wads in the trashcan or trash bag while you time them with the stopwatch or
clock.
If anyone complains, add 5 seconds to the time.
After the mess is cleaned up, show how long it took.
Play again to see if your family can beat their time
- Life Church

FAMILY ACTIVITIES
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Mature Me:
When you were a baby, you acted like one. You couldn’t even take care of yourself! But now you’re older, and you’re more mature.
How have you changed?
You'll Need:
Paper
Something to write with
Tape (optional)
Baby pictures (optional)
Current pictures (optional)
Directions:
On one side of the paper, draw yourself as a baby or tape a picture of yourself as a baby.
Draw or write the ways other people had to take care of you and the immature things you used to do when you were a baby.
On the other side of the paper, draw what you look like now or tape a picture of yourself.
Draw or write the mature things you do now and the ways you take care of yourself
- Life Church

Design Your Own Snow Globe:
You'll Need:
1 paper plate, 1 clear plastic plate, contents in the ziploc bag (all included in this envelope)
glue/stapler/tape
scissors
Directions:
Design your snow globe on your blue paper plate and use glue/tape to attach it. It is fun if you leave some of the snowflakes
loose, so you can shake it and it will look like it's snowing.
We used the large white paper for snow and the large black paper for our snow globe base. We used the small paper to design
a hat and a nose for the snowman. Feel free to get creative with the supplies and use what you have at home (markers, pencil
crayons, cotton balls, etc). If you don't use all the supplies in the bag, no problemo... have fun making more wintery
decorations!
Once your design is complete, glue/staple/tape the clear plate on top of the blue plate (see picture below.)
We can't wait to see how yours turns out!

CONTEST

Don't forget to keep working on your Winter Bucket List
and send a picture to lindsey@mainstreetchurch.ca
before the end of February to be entered in a draw for
a Family Prize Pack.

Find your copy in this envelope!
Looking for more?
Search Main Street Kids on Pinterest and look for the boards titled:
- Christmas/Winter
- January: Spiritual Growth
We've pinned a bunch of awesome resources, coloring sheets, crafts, games, etc.

