
Digging Deeper- Discussion for Family Worship and Small Groups 09/12/2021  
 

A Study of 1 Peter: “Following Jesus Through a Foreign Land”  

Sermon Title: “Christ Honoring Citizenship”  

Passage: 1 Peter 2:13-17  

Context: Peter is writing to scattered, suffering Christians facing increased persecution. They need 
encouragement and instruction as they live out their earthly pilgrimage in a hostile environment. 
2:113:12 is a section on Christian Behavior that applies to all areas of life. 2:13-17 teaches Christians 
what is looks like to relate to civil authorities in a way the honors Christ.    

Sermon in a Sentence: “Christians are commanded to live as godly citizens even when they are ruled by 

ungodly people.”   Main Points:    

I. Christians are commanded to obey civil authorities as an act of worship to Christ. (Vs 13-14)  

Ref. Titus 3:1   

a. Christ is ultimately in control of every government. Ref. Prv 21:1; Dan 2:20-21; Matt 
28:18  

b. Christ has a purpose for all forms of government. Ref. Rom 13:1-5; Jer 17:10  

II. Christians are commanded to obey civil authorities to maintain a credible witness. (Vs 15-17)  

Ref. Gal 5:13; Matt 5:14-16  

a. Respect those who think or believe differently. Ref. Col4:5-6  

b. Strive for unity with fellow believers. Ref. Jn 13:34-35  

c. Remember that God is our ultimate judge. Ref. Matt 10:28  

d. Honor the office of those who rule. Ref. Prov 24:21-22; 1 Tim 2:1-2  

III. Christians are commanded to obey civil authorities unless they are required to violate the 
Word and will of God. Ref. Acts 5:27-29; Acts 5:41-42  

  

  

Discussion Questions:  

1. What did you learn about God’s attributes and promises?   
2. What challenges you about the message?   
3. Were you convicted of any specific sin in your life? Through God’s grace and the power of His 

Spirit, how will you deal with this sin?  
4. What does this Scripture require of me?  
5. How will you practically implement these truths?   
6. What in this passage points to our need for Jesus?  


