
Family Baptist Church: July 3, 2022 
Being a Good Servant of Jesus Christ – Part 2: I Timothy 4:11-16 
 

Opening Illustration:   
 

You will be (esē) [verb, future, middle, second, plural]: you will be 
Good (kalos): beautiful, praiseworthy 
Servant (diakonos): deacon; agent; courier; asstant 
Christ Jesus [NOTE THE ORDER OF MESSIAH… SAVIOR] 
 

READ I Timothy 4:11-16 

 
11 Command and teach these things. 12 Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an 

example in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. 13 Until I come, devote yourself to the public 

reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching. 14 Do not neglect the gift you have, which was given 

you by prophecy when the council of elders laid their hands on you. 15 Practice these things, immerse 

yourself in them,[a] so that all may see your progress. 16 Keep a close watch on yourself and on the 

teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will save both yourself and your hearers. 

 

Note the two warnings in our text this morning… 

• Let no one despise you for your youth… (12) 

• Do not neglect the gift you have… (14) 
 
These two warnings will provide the seed for the outline for the sermon. I will rephrase each 
statement from a positive perspective and add one more summary point that connects to the two 
phrases. 

• Lead with confidence. (11-13) 

• Exercise the gift you have received. (14-15) 

• Openly and honestly guard your heart. (16) 
 
The characteristics of a good servant of Christ Jesus… 
 

I. One who leads with Confidence 

A. Know where you are trying to go as a servant of Christ Jesus. (11)  

11 Command and teach these things.  

Command (parangelle): verb, present, active, imperative – to give orders, instruct, pass along what 

MUST be done 

• Denoting authority 

Teach (didaske): verb, present, active, imperative – to tell, instruct, to cause someone to learn… more 

than simply classroom lectures 

• Denoting clarity 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=I+Timothy+4%3A11-16&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29746a


These things (I Timothy 5:7; 6:2) 

• Some will fall away. (4:1-3) 

• God is a good God who gives good gifts for people to enjoy. (4:4-5) 

• Pursue godliness. (4:6-8) 

• Jesus saves! (4:9-10) 
o From the power of sin 
o From the penalty of sin 
o And ultimately from the presence of sin 

Summary: A good leader (Servant of Christ Jesus) will communicate the truth of God’s Word with 
confidence (command) and compassion (teach with a desire to pass along truth to the listener). 

KNOW WHERE YOU ARE GOING. (11) 

B. Know what you are trying to model as a servant of Christ Jesus. (12) 

 1. The capacity to lead (12a) 

12 Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an example in speech, in conduct, in 

love, in faith, in purity.  

Illustration: The picture given to me when serving as the youth pastor at Family Baptist Church some 

20 years ago. 

Don’t let anyone despise your youth (quick overview from the date of Acts 16 when Paul first met 
Timothy on his first missionary journey to I Timothy 4:12… Timothy was between the ages of 35-40. 
But compared to his audience at the church in Ephesus, he was considered a young man!) 

Despise (kataphroneitō): verb, present, active, imperative – to look down on, scorn, to think someone 
is worthless or of no value (A LOSER) 

Youth (neotētos): noun, genitive, singular – a period of time when one is considered an adolescent… 
still in the process of reaching full maturity 

• Adult (alikia) – the period of life when one is mature and at one’s prime age (John 9:21 – the 
formerly blind man who was able to make his own decisions about who Jesus was…) 

Acts 16:1 -- the start of Paul’s second missionary journey in AD 49 

• Acts 16:2: Timothy was well spoken of by the brothers at Lystra and Iconium (indicating he 
was actively serving in the regions and between the ages of 18-22) 

• The Third Missionary journey began in Acts 18:23 around AD 53 

• The book of I Timothy was written between AD 62-64 

• 22 years of age in Acts 16:2 (AD 49) + 15 years to the writing of I Timothy = 37 Years old 

Summary: Timothy was old enough to make his own decisions. 

 



 2. The credibility to lead (12b) 

You are to model godliness to your congregations in your public life 
and in your private life! 

12 Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an example in speech, in conduct, 

in love, in faith, in purity.  

Example (typos): noun, nominative, singular, masculine – mark, trace, copy, image 

I Timothy 1:16 

16 But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his 

perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life. 

Philippians 3:17 

17 Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the example 

you have in us. 

2 Thessalonians 3:9 

9 It was not because we do not have that right, but to give you in ourselves an example to imitate. 

• Timothy was called to be AN EXAMPLE (Type: refer to verses where Paul tells other to 
imitate him as he initiates Jesus in Phil 3:17; 2 Thess. 3:9).  
 

o IN PUBLIC: through his speech & conduct;  

Speech (logo): word, saying, message 

Conduct (anastrophe): way of life, to conduct oneself, with apparent focus upon overt daily behavior 

o IN PRIVATE: through the love, faith, and purity… all 3 can be applied to Timothy’s relationship to 
God and others] 

Love (agapē): self-sacrificial love 

Faith (pistei): persuasion; confidence; to believe to the extent of complete trust and reliance 

Purity (hagneia): to be without moral defect (clean in your thoughts and desires) 

C. Know what you are called to do on as a servant of Christ Jesus. (13) 

13 Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching.  

Devote (proseche): verb, present, active, imperative – to care for, be concerned about, continue with 
close attention and devotion 



Reading (anagnōsei):to read something aloud and thus involving verbalization [READING] 

Exhortation (paraklēsei): to encourage or console [PREACHING] 

Teaching (didaskalia): to provide instruction in a formal or informal setting [TEACHING] 

Summary: A good servant of Christ Jesus PRIORITIZES the Word of God in his public 
ministry. 

 
The characteristics of a good servant of Christ Jesus… 

 
I. One who leads with confidence 
 

II. One who exercises the gift(s) he has received from God. 
 (14-15) 

A. Know your gift. (14)  

14 Do not neglect the gift you have, which was given you by prophecy when the council of 

elders laid their hands on you.  

Neglect (amelei): verb, present, active, imperative – to not think about, and thus not respond 

appropriately to – ‘to disregard, to pay no attention to.’ 

▪ What is the gift I have been given? 

▪ How did I get the gift? 

▪ What should I do with the gift? 

Gift (charismatos): noun, genitive, singular, neuter – that which is given freely and generously 

1. Identify the gift(s) you have received. (14a) 

• Review the list of spiritual gifts provided in Scripture. (Romans 12; I Corinthians 12; 
Ephesians 4; I Peter 4) 

o Recipients 
▪ Believers (I Cor.12:4-7; I Peter 4:10) 

o Categories (I Peter  
▪ Speaking gifts (I Peter 4:11a) 
▪ Serving gifts (I Peter 4:11b) 
▪ Sign gifts (I Corinthians 12:8-11) 

2. Meditate on how spiritual gifts were given throughout Scripture. (14b) 

Hebrews 6:1-2 

Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again a 

foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 2 and of instruction about 

washings,[a] the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+6%3A1-2&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30030a


14 Do not neglect the gift you have, which was given you by prophecy when the council of 

elders laid their hands on you.  

o Given at conversion: examples of laying hands in Acts 8:17; 9:17; 19:6. 
▪ Acts 8:17 – The conversion of the Samaritans 
▪ Acts 9:17 – The conversion of Saul of Tarsus 
▪ Acts 19:6 – The conversion of the believing OT saints 

Illustration: A picture of one of the first ordination services at PBC. 

o Given at ordination: 1 Timothy 1:18; 5:22; 2 Timothy 1:6; Acts 6:6; 13:1-2. 
▪ Timothy’s gift (not specifically mentioned in the text… came through 

prophecy and the laying on of hands.  
▪ Was this ability to pass along spiritual gifts through the laying on of hands 

directly connected AND limited to the Apostles? (I Cor. 9:1; 2 Cor. 12:12) 
▪ Should we take this to be normative or regulative? 

The normative principle is the idea that anything not expressly forbidden by Scripture can be used in 

corporate worship and exercised by believers today… principles to follow.  

The regulative principle maintains that Scripture gives specific guidelines for conducting corporate 

worship services and that churches must not add anything to those guidelines since there is no New 

Testament command or example that would warrant their use in the church.  

In essence, are we called to embrace and seek ALL of the gifts presented in Scripture? 

I Corinthains 12:27-31 
27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28 And God has appointed in the 

church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of 

healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? 

Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? 

Do all interpret? 31 But earnestly desire the higher gifts. 

And I will show you a still more excellent way. 

 

I Corinthians 14:39-40 
39 So, my brothers, earnestly desire to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in tongues. 40 But all 

things should be done decently and in order. 

 

I Thessalonians 5:19-22 
19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise prophecies, 21 but test everything; hold fast what is 

good. 22 Abstain from every form of evil. 

 

 

 



What is continuationism vs. cessationism?1 
 

Continuationism is the belief that all the spiritual gifts, including healings, tongues, and miracles, are still in 

operation today, just as they were in the days of the early church. A continuationist believes that the spiritual 

gifts have “continued” unabated since the Day of Pentecost and that today’s church has access to all the 

spiritual gifts mentioned in the Bible. 

 

When the Holy Spirit came as Jesus had promised (Acts 1:8; 2:1–4), He filled the believers and provided them 

with supernatural gifts that enabled them to serve God with power and ability. These spiritual gifts are listed 

in Romans 12:6–8, Ephesians 4:11, and 1 Corinthians 12:7–11, 28, and continuationism says that all of the gifts 

still continue to this day. These gifts vary from person to person as the Spirit sees fit (1 Peter 4:10). First 

Corinthians 12:4–6 says, “There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. There are 

different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in 

everyone it is the same God at work.” Continuationists maintain that there is no scriptural evidence that any of 

these spiritual gifts are no longer in operation. 

 

The contrasting viewpoint is called cessationism, which teaches that some of the gifts “ceased” and are no 

longer in operation today. The question in cessationsm is not whether there are gifts still being given but which 

ones. Cessationists point to verses such as 1 Corinthians 13:10 and the fact that the miraculous gifts seem to be 

closely tied to the ministry of the apostles and the verification of God’s revelation (Acts 2:22; 14:3; 2 Corinthians 

12:12) as evidence that the miraculous gifts of the Spirit have ceased. 

 

As with any doctrine, there are extremes on either side. Some cessationists believe that all spiritual gifts ceased 

with the end of the apostolic age. Less extreme cessationism holds that only the “sign gifts”—healing, miracles, 

and tongues—have ceased. On the extreme continuationist side, there are those who teach that tongues 

must always follow salvation or the filling of the Holy Spirit. There can also be a wrong emphasis on the gifts 

rather than on the person of Jesus Christ. Some even claim that every believer can be equipped with every 

miraculous gift if he or she has enough faith. But this concept is clearly refuted in 1 Corinthians 12:11, which 

says that the Spirit “distributes them to each one, just as he determines.” Paul dealt with this very issue in the 

Corinthian church: “Do all work miracles? Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues?” (1 Corinthians 

12:29–30). The answer to these rhetorical questions is “no.” 

 

Continuationists believe that the biblical instruction on spiritual gifts is as relevant today as it was when it was 

written. They maintain that there is no scriptural reason to believe otherwise and that the burden of proof lies 

with cessationists. Believers on both sides of the issue can agree to disagree, but both perspectives should 

keep Jesus’ prayer in John 17:22–23 in mind: “That they may be one as we are one—I in them and you in me—

so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved 

them even as you have loved me.” Whether continuationist or cessationist, all born-again believers are part of 

the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:27). When we allow any non-foundational issue to cause division and 

dissension, we are not giving heed to something important to our Lord. 

 

Addendum on Common Cessationist Arguments and Continuationist Responses 

 

Christians who maintain that there is no biblical foundation for cessationism are sometimes referred to as 

“continuationists.” These believers consider their position to be biblically consistent and that cessationism is 

 
1 https://www.gotquestions.org/continuationism.html 
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without scriptural foundation. The following are some common arguments for cessationism and the 

continuationist responses: 

 

1. Scripture 

 

Cessationists often cite 1 Corinthians 13:8–10 to support the idea that some gifts ceased when “the perfect” 

came. Some believe that the “perfect” refers to the completion of the Bible. This position holds that once the 

Bible was in completed form there was no longer any need for miraculous works of the Holy Spirit through 

believers. However, verse 12 clarifies the identity of that “perfect”: “For now we see only a reflection as in a 

mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.” 

Since we cannot see the Bible face to face, nor can it “know” us, continuationists consider this passage a 

reference to the second coming of Jesus. At that time there will be no need for the Holy Spirit’s gifts, including 

the gift of knowledge (verse 8), as we will be in the physical presence of Jesus Himself. 

 

Another verse often cited is 2 Corinthians 12:12. Cessationists maintain that the miraculous gifts such as 

tongues, healing, prophecy, and miracles were limited to the apostles to validate their authority. However, the 

Bible includes accounts of non-apostles in the early church performing miracles and healings, such as Stephen 

(Acts 6:8) and Philip (Acts 8:6–7). The gifts of tongues and prophecy were widespread among everyone who 

was filled with the Holy Spirit (Acts 10:46; 19:6; 1 Corinthians 14:5, 39; Galatians 3:5). Paul included these 

miraculous gifts when he addressed the church at Corinth (1 Corinthians 12:4–11, 28). Continuationism argues 

that if tongues, healing, and miracles were limited to the apostles, these gifts would not have been included in 

Paul’s instructions to the church body many years after Pentecost. Paul stated, “Now I wish that you all spoke in 

tongues, but even more that you would prophesy” (1 Corinthians 14:5). From this, we can infer that Paul did not 

consider those gifts limited to the apostles. The extraordinary manifestations of power that the apostles 

demonstrated (Acts 15:12) may have been due to the fact that Jesus Himself had given the twelve this power as 

His unique messengers (Luke 9:1). Their miraculous abilities were not necessarily related to the endowments of 

spiritual gifts that applied to all Spirit-filled believers. 

 

2. Terms 

 

The term sign gifts is often used to indicate that God gave certain abilities to the apostles as “signs” to 

authenticate their apostleship. This term is challenged by Dr. Wayne Grudem, author of the seminary 

standard Systematic Theology. He states, “I don’t think that is a legitimate category, sign gifts. . . . . When Paul in 

Second Corinthians talks about the signs of a true apostle, he talks about his faithful endurance through 

persecution, his faithful preaching of the gospel, his suffering in the face of opposition, his care for the 

Corinthians . . . but I don’t know of any place where certain spiritual gifts are designated as signs that point to 

the apostles . . . I’m of the position that the miraculous gifts of the Spirit are valid for today, that would include 

prophecy, tongues, interpretations of tongue, healing, and probably the casting out of demons.” 

Continuationists believe that when the New Testament refers to “signs,” it indicates that supernatural abilities 

are given by God to whomever He chooses in order accomplish His purpose (Exodus 7:3; Romans 15:18–

19; Hebrews 2:4; 1 Corinthians 12:11). The term sign gifts is never used as a separate category pertaining to 

gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Prophecy is another term that has spawned disagreement. Cessationists cite examples of some continuationists 

who have equated their personal revelations with Scripture. However, the majority of continuationists agree 

with cessationists that no further revelations given to human beings will ever be on par with the completed 

canon of Scripture. However, continuationists see nothing in Scripture that indicates that the relational God 

who gave us the Scripture is no longer communicating with His people. The gift of prophecy can involve 

speaking forth the truth of God’s Word, but it can also include supernatural revelation that God gives His 
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servants to impact others in a profound way. Famed pastor Charles H. Spurgeon experienced this prophetic 

knowledge many times during his ministry that allowed him to reach many hardened hearts with truth. The 

apostle Paul encouraged the church to “eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, especially prophecy” (1 Corinthians 

14:1). 

 

 

3. Tongues 

 

The topic of speaking in tongues has been a source of misunderstanding for many Christians. Its abuse and 

misuse in some circles has further fueled the conviction by cessationists that this gift is neither active nor 

necessary. Some even attribute this phenomenon to demonic activity or emotional hysteria. They also maintain 

that, if tongues was still a legitimate gift, every missionary would be given this gift and avoid years of language 

study. 

 

In response, continuationists agree that some of what is purported to be Spirit-inspired is nothing more than 

emotion-fueled sensationalism. Satan and fallen human beings have always counterfeited miraculous works of 

God and still do (Exodus 7:10–11; Acts 8:9, 11; Revelation 13:14). However, the presence of the counterfeit does 

not negate the authentic. In Acts 16:16, Paul and Silas were pestered by a demon-possessed girl with the gift of 

prophecy. The fact that her supernatural ability was from Satan and not God did not cause Paul to conclude 

that all prophetic gifts were of the devil (1 Corinthians 14:1). In Matthew 7:21–23, Jesus foretold that many 

would claim to know Him because they performed miracles in His name. The fact that there were impostors did 

not imply that everyone who performed miracles was a fake. 

 

Continuationists suggest that part of the confusion over this topic is that there may be two kinds of “tongues” 

spoken of in Acts and the letters to the Corinthians. The gift that came on the day of Pentecost enabled the 

apostles to speak in the languages of those in attendance. This allowed the gospel to spread rapidly 

throughout the region (Acts 2:6–8). However, in 1 Corinthians 14, Paul seems to be speaking about a different 

purpose for tongues. The entire fourteenth chapter is an instruction to the church about the purposes and use 

of this gift, one of which may be for worshiping God (1 Corinthians 14:2, 14–16, 28). 

 

Biblical support for this position is found in Acts 10:45–46 when Cornelius received the Holy Spirit. He began 

praising God in tongues, even though there was no one present who needed to hear the gospel in other 

languages. Another example is in Acts 19:6–7. Twelve men from Ephesus received the Holy Spirit and began to 

speak in tongues, although there was no one present who needed to hear it. The Corinthian church regularly 

included tongues in their worship services, with no indication that there were always those present who needed 

to hear a message in their language. 

 

John Piper calls this form of tongues “one particular way of releasing the heart of praise.” In 1 Corinthians 

14:28, Paul continues his instruction on the use of tongues in corporate worship: “If there is no interpreter, he 

must keep silent in the church; and let him speak to himself and to God.” This seems to imply that tongues can 

also be a means for praying “in the spirit,” which lends another perspective to passages such as 1 Corinthians 

14:14–15 and 28, Romans 8:26, Ephesians 6:18, and Jude 1:20. Paul never chastised the Corinthians for using 

this gift (1 Corinthians 14:39) but only for misusing it and creating chaos (verses 23 and 39). The fourteenth 

chapter ends with Paul instructing them not to “forbid speaking in tongues. But everything should be done in a 

fitting and orderly way” (1 Corinthians 14:39–40). 

 

4. Church History 

 

Cessationism claims historical support, stating that there is no indication that miraculous gifts continued after 
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the death of the apostles. However, continuationists maintain that the church record disagrees. They cite the 

following examples: 

 

• Justin Martyr (AD 100—165), early church historian, stated that “the prophetical gifts remain with us even to 

the present time. Now it is possible to see among us women and men who possess gifts of the Spirit of God.” 

 

• Irenaeus (AD 125—200) said, “We do also hear many brethren in the church who possess prophetic gifts and 

through the Spirit speak all kinds of languages. . . . The dead even have been raised up, and remained among 

us for many years.” 

 

• Novatian (AD 210—280) said, “This is he [the Holy Spirit] who places prophets in the church, instructs 

teachers, directs tongues, gives powers and healings, does wonderful works.” 

 

• Augustine (AD 354—430) is often cited as an early church father who rejected the idea of continuationism. 

This was true early on. However, later in life, he was so impacted by the healings and miracles that he observed 

firsthand that he wrote in The City of God, ”I am so pressed by the promise of finishing this work that I cannot 

record all the miracles I know.” 

 

• More recent Bible scholars such as John Wesley, A. W. Tozer, R. A. Torrey, and J. P. Moreland were also 

convinced that all the Spirit’s gifts are still active in the world today, and in fact operate(d) in some of those 

gifts. 

 

5. Arguments from Silence 

 

Cessationists point out that only Paul’s earliest letters contained references to the miraculous gifts. Later 

epistles such as Ephesians do not mention them. Their conclusion is that these gifts must have “died out” after 

the church was firmly established. However, continuationists point out that this is an argument from silence, 

which is a logical fallacy. The lack of reference to a subject does not in any way imply that the previous 

instruction had changed. It may mean that the miraculous gifts were not causing disruption in Ephesus as they 

were at Corinth, and other matters were more worthy of Paul’s attention. The lists of gifts found in Romans 

12:6–9, 1 Corinthians 12:4–11, and 1 Peter 4:10–11 are not identical and may not have been intended to be 

exhaustive. 

 

Biblical scholars abound on both sides of this issue. Cessationism holds that the inspired Word of God is all we 

need to live as Christ desires us to live. Continuationists assert that the Holy Spirit who was poured out in Acts 

2 still continues His work, with all the supernatural giftings mentioned in Scripture. David Martyn Lloyd-Jones, a 

19th-century theologian who is often cited as a supporter of cessationism, says this: “Every Christian should 

always be seeking the best and the highest. We should never be content with anything less than what is 

described as possible to the Christian in the New Testament.” To that, both sides would add, “Amen.” 
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https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%204.10%E2%80%9311
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%202
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The characteristics of a good servant of Christ Jesus… 
 

I. One who leads with confidence 
 

II. One who exercises the gift(s) he has received from God. 
 (14-15) 

A. Know your gift. (14)  

B. Practice your gift. (15) 

15 Practice these things, immerse yourself in them,[a] so that all may see your progress.  

 

Practice (meleta): verb, present, active, imperative, second, plural – take care, endeavor, cultivate, to 

continue to perform certain activities with care and concern 

 

These things: the same phrase as used in verse 11.  Here most likely referring to the imperatives 

found in verses 11-15: (1) Don’t let anyone despise you; (2) set the believers an example; (3) devote 

yourself to the Word; (4) Don’t neglect the gift given to you; (5) take time to cultivate your gift 

through practice. 

 

Immerse (isthi): verb, present, imperative, second, plural – to be or exist, be on hand, continue to 

perform certain activities with care and concern; UNTIL IT BECOMES LIKE SECOND NATURE… RIDING 

A BIKE! 😊 

 

Progress (prokopē): to change one’s state for the better by advancing and making progress 

 

Illustration: Receiving random pictures and texts from the assistant coaches at South Alabama 

regarding the progress Elijah is making this summer in preparation for the season! 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=I+Timothy+4%3A11-16&version=ESV#fen-ESV-29746a


The characteristics of a good servant of Christ Jesus… 

 

I. One who leads with confidence 
 

II. One who exercises the gift(s) he has received from God. 
 (14-15) 
 
III. One who honestly and openly guards his heart. (16) 
 

Proverbs 4:23 ESV  

Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life. 

Philippians 4:6-7 ESV 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 

your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

Psalm 51:10 ESV 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Romans 12:2 ESV 

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing 

you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

Psalm 73:26 ESV 

My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. 

Luke 6:45 ESV  

The good person out of the good treasure of his heart produces good, and the evil person out of his 

evil treasure produces evil, for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks. 

Proverbs 3:5-6 ESV  

Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways 

acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. 

Proverbs 7:25 ESV  

Let not your heart turn aside to her ways; do not stray into her paths, 

Jeremiah 29:13 ESV  

You will seek me and find me, when you seek me with all your heart. 

Psalm 37:4 ESV  

Delight yourself in the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your heart. 

Read “Dangerous Calling” by Paul David Tripp. 



16 Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will 

save both yourself and your hearers. 

 
Keep a close watch (epeche): verb, present, active, imperative, second plural – to be in a 
continuous state of readiness to learn of any future danger, need, or error, and to respond 
appropriately. 

Teaching (didaskalia): to provide instruction in a formal or informal setting 

Persist in this (epimene): verb, present, active, imperative, second plural – to continue in an activity 
or state 

• Be honest about your daily need for Jesus. 
• Keep a close watch on yourself (what you do publicly and privately) 
• Keep a close watch on your teaching (what you say to others) 

Save (sōseis): to cause someone to experience divine salvation 

• Be mindful of the eternal consequences of your decisions. 
• Personal salvation (save yourself…”each one must individually give an account before God”) 
• Salvation of those around you (save your hearers) 

 

APPLICATION: 

Where has God called you to lead? (The church; a particular ministry; your family; a group of 
friends; your siblings; a sports team; a group of people at work)  

▪ Yield to the Word. 
▪ Exercise the spiritual gift you have received. (Learn about spiritual gifts and their application in 

the NT church.) 

Are you exercising your spiritual gift? 

Who is holding you accountable? Develop a form of accountability in your life. 

▪ Join or start a small group 
▪ Voluntarily welcome tough questions from this group. 

Support accountability in the lives of your pastors. 

▪ Expanding the pastoral team 
▪ Facilitating Pastors conferences 
▪ Encouraging your pastor to take regular time to rest and reflect (once a week; once a month; 

once a year) 
▪ Praying for your pastors 

What is the status of your heart? 

 
 



 


