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Introduction:  What does it mean for a Christian to be worldly?  

 

Key verses:   

Romans 12:2 2And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 

your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.  

 

1 John 2:15-16   15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, 

the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and 

the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world.”          

 

Todays focus - worldliness through “the desires of the eyes.”   

The desires of the eyes is materialism.   

There are two ways we ca use the word “materialism.” 

1) Living for things.  

2) Believing that only what is “material” is real or important.  

 

Worldliness as it relates to the desires (or lust) of the eyes is living for what is seen, living 

for the material world, living for the here and now.  It is living as if the things of this world 

are more important than eternal things.   

 

This is how unbelievers think and live: 

Key verses: 

Matthew 6:25 25 “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or 

what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than 

food, and the body more than clothing?  . . .  
31 Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or 

‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the Gentiles seek after all these things. . .   

 

Psalm 17:13-15 

. . . Deliver my soul from the wicked by your sword,  
14 from men by your hand, O LORD, from men of the world whose portion is in this life.  

  You fill their womb with treasure; they are satisfied with children, and they leave their 

abundance to their infants.    

 
15 As for me, I shall behold your face in righteousness;  

when I awake, I shall be satisfied with your likeness.  
 

Sadly, believers can become worldly, accepting the values and priorities of the world.  

How might living for the things of this world be manifest in our life?  What might it look like?  

 

Main theme: A Christian who is not being conformed to the world will live for things that 

have eternal value.  

  



Today we will look at three passages of Scripture that show us the characteristics and benefits of 

living for things that have eternal value.   

 

2 Corinthians 4:16-18      

16 So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed 

day by day. 17 For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory 

beyond all comparison, 18 as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are 

unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.  

1. Living for the things that have eternal value will. . . Help us endure hardship while serving 

God.    

 

Serving God will require sacrifice. For some it involves persecution. At the least serving God 

will cause us to be tired and the sacrifice time and energy and opportunity for other 

things.  

We can endure because we know that our temporary hardship will bring us eternal reward 

and eternal joy.  

Serving God is an investment of time, of energy, opportunity, even sometimes outright 

suffering, for what will bring the most valuable and most lasting returns.   

 

 

2 Corinthians 5:16   

16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once 

regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer.  

2.  Living for the things that have eternal value will. . . Cause us to see people from an eternal 

perspective 

 

What does it mean to regard someone “according to the flesh?”  

“Flesh” here refers to life without with Spirit of God. We don’t see the world like people who 

don’t know Christ and don’t have the Holy Spirit.  

Now that we have the Spirit and know Christ, we view everyone through the lens of Jesus 

Christ.  

We see everyone as a person who either has the Savior, or needs the Savior.  

 

The example of Jesus -  Mark 6:30-34 

 

 

Hebrews 11:13-16 
13 These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and 

greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the 

earth. 14 For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15 If they had 

been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to 

return. 16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not 

ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.   

3.   Living for the things that have eternal value will. . . Give us patience to wait for what God 

has promised.   



 

A. We do not expect to receive all of God’s blessings in this life. 
13 These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, 

Ephesians 2:7   
 

B. We know that what we hope for is different than what those around us are hoping for.  

13 they acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth.   

 

C. What we desire most cannot be found in the things of this world.     
16 they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one.  

 

 

1 John 2:17 –  And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does 

the will of God abides forever.   

   


