
The  Jaffray  Project  was  introduced  in  
2016  to  raise  awareness, prayer  support,  
and  funds  to  send  and  support  
International Workers ministering to 
least-reached people groups. Robert 
Jaffray was motivated by the message 
of the Gospel. He lived a life centred on 
Christ, empowered by the Spirit, and 
focused on mission. His father owned the 
forerunner to the newspaper The Globe 
and Mail. Robert Jaffray, Sr. intended to 
pass his money, influence, power, and 
prestige on to his son, but only on the 
condition that he give up his plans for 
missions. Faced with this ultimatum, 
Robert chose to follow God. He sacrificed 
it all for the Gospel. 

God is still calling workers to go, and He 
is still leading the C&MA to share the love 
of Jesus with people who have never heard 
His name.

In 1930, Jaffray wrote in an issue of 
Pioneer, “A dispensation of the Gospel is 
committed to us. The time is short. These 
are not days of ordinary missionary work. 
In the short time that remains for us to 
work for Him, we must concentrate on this 
kind of missionary work. If we take up this 
task of going to the unreached parts of the 
world for Him, the Lord will surely work 
with us and He will work speedily too.”

Join Us in Prayer 

“O, Lord of the Harvest, from your high 
throne in Heaven, you look into every 
corner of this world. As you see peoples 
of earth still unreached by the Gospel 
message; send us to them with the Good 
News. Send us forth speedily to these 
places and complete this unfinished task 
complete the number of those who shall 
be saved before you come back again.  

Amen!”

To learn more about the Jaffray Project 
and the least-reached people groups  
we’re serving, or to give financially, visit   
cmacan.org/jaffray

Editor’s Note

This profile is not comprehensive. Information has been provided from 
a combination of researched and first hand sources (i.e. research, field/
personal accounts from workers etc.) Names have been changed to 
protect the identities of international workers and other materials 
have been sourced and noted where appropriate.
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Who was  
Robert Jaffray?

What is the Jaffray Project?



he gave up a 
life of comfort 
and wealth in 

Canada, but he 
gained so much 

more

“

Robert Jaffray was a Canadian Alliance missionary to China, Indo-China (modern-day Vietnam), and    
 the Dutch East Indies (modern-day Indonesia). He was known, above all else, for his passion for 

people, his missionary vision, entrepreneurial spirit, and determination to push to the regions beyond in 
order that one more tribe might hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ.1

Born in Toronto on December 16, 1873, Robert Alexander Jaffray had a godly mother and a father who was 
the publisher of a newspaper then known only as “The Globe”, (now known as The Globe and Mail) who 
tried to influence his son to write and publish. He suffered, in his childhood, from diabetes and a weak 
heart, and was unable to contend in athletics with other children his age. At 16, Jaffray came to faith in 
Jesus at St. James Square Presbyterian Church by way of a Sunday school teacher who had been influenced 
by Dr. A. B. Simpson during his visits to Toronto.2

Jaffray later had the opportunity to hear Simpson himself speak and later surrendered 
himself entirely to the service of Christ. He was deeply burdened for the lost and wanted to 
reach the many people overseas with the Gospel. In spite of his father’s protests, he enrolled 
in the New York Missionary Training Institute. After ordination in Toronto in 1896, Jaffray 
made his way to China.3

Jaffray ended up in Wuchow (now Wuzhou), in south China, where he spent the next 35 
years serving God and the Chinese people. Jaffray also influenced for Christ those living 
in the Philippines, Indonesia, Vietnam, and Cambodia. The churches he planted, as well as 
the diaspora churches from those countries, continue to grow.4

Many of the stories from the mission field where Jaffray served would trouble our modern 
sensibilities. Many stories of dreams, spiritual warfare, speaking in tongues, and healings 
litter his biographies, but Jaffray was a man who put the work he witnessed the Holy Spirit 
doing above what others may think about the Spirit. Jaffray saw his missionary work as a struggle between 
the kingdom of darkness and the kingdom of light. He felt that he personally experienced the oppression 
of Satan and wrote that “it is a desperate undertaking to dare to challenge Satan on territory where he 
has held undisputed sway for so long.” When he first visited Balik-papan in 1928 he experienced a “deep 
depression of spirit and a feeling of discouragement” that made him realize that he was on ground where 
Jesus’ name had never been spoken and slavery to sin had never been challenged.5

He constantly prayed that his students would be filled or baptized with the Holy Spirit with one object in 
mind: that they be changed and empowered to take the Gospel to their own people and those of the next 
tribe who had not yet heard. Jaffray believed that people were saved to serve. He noted that “to gather 
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together in small, select meetings and merely enjoy our blessing selfishly and seek for more is surely not 
God’s plan.” 6

Jaffray was also a tireless worker, one account of his personal faith, healing, and work ethic stands out. 
While on furlough, Jaffray took ill while speaking in Dr. Oswald J. Smith’s People’s Church in Toronto. He 
was rushed to the hospital where he was advised by the doctor to have an immediate operation. He felt 
he “had no liberty for this” and that night had a dreadful nightmare, awakening with a heavy feeling of 
fearful depression, and oppression of the enemy. “My soul was filled with terror . . . It was now 3:00 a.m., 
and I began to pray in earnest —“Lord, now is the time for thee to work! Touch me, thyself, so that an 
operation may be unnecessary in the morning.” His assuring answer came gently and repeatedly; —  over 
and over again, His voice said, “With long life will I satisfy him, and show him my salvation.” (Ps.91:16). 
Then I felt a slight sensation in my upper bowel as though someone had touched me; and again He touched 

me. I knew that the stoppage was opened. The pain ceased, and has never returned.” Jaffray 
did not have the operation and a year later a London doctor pronounced him to be in fine 
health, although he was to remain on a special diet. In spite of his weak heart, diabetes, and 
gastric ulcer he lived life as a healthy man, travelling incessantly, eating local food and going 
third class in order to save money.7

It is easy to look back on men like Jaffray, and on people who have sacrificed so much, and 
be both amazed and greatly discouraged. We are amazed because we are blessed enough 
to look back on a successful legacy of hard work, sacrifice, and fruitfulness. Discouraged 
because we may feel we can never live up to the examples of our heroes. Robert Jaffray 
did not set out to be a hero of the faith. His intent was not to be some example for each 
of us to follow. He simply, and humbly followed the call God placed on his heart. Yes, he 
made a radical sacrifice, he gave up a life of comfort and wealth in Canada, but he gained 

so much more. Robert Jaffray was a Canadian who loved Jesus, just like you. Your influence, like his, is 
like a link in a chain that stretches back to Jaffray and beyond, all the way to the reformation, and even 
the Apostles; don’t be the last link.

En route to Borneo in 1930 he mentioned something that came to him in prayer: “This came to me a few 
days ago. We pray, “Even so come Lord Jesus, COME QUICKLY .” But He seems to say to me, “Even so 
Disciple GO, GO, QUICKLY. When you have gone into all the world with my Gospel to every land and 
kindred, then will I come.”8 These words are an echo of the Great commission in Matthew 24:14 which 
reads: And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to 
all nations, and then the end will come. (ESV)     
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